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<?OBB£SPONDENCE 



Mr. RICHARDSON 



Ladt ECHLIN. 



ao MB. BICHARDSON. 

Ftb. 23, 1754. 

X Am in haste to assure you. Sir, I shall 
never think you an intruder : — Does not 

naughty Lady B say her loving sister is 

a bold intruder ; but, this dear, cross crea- 
ture shall not discourage me from returning - 
thanks for your last obliging favour. 

If I could entertain a low opinion of Mr. 
Richardson, I should think him less sincere 

VOL. V, B than 
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than polite. Upon my word. Sir, a very 
grand-mother is not proof against flattery. 
Do you knowlhat I am a grand-mamma 
much sooner than I wished — a little too early 
in life, I think ; because I could not natu- 
rally support a gravity consistent with the 
venerable character. But don't imagine me 
a modish fine lady, affecting youthful airs, 
because vanity is fashionable. No, Sir; I 
am perhaps the oldest woman of my years, 
in this genteel town. So uncouth in my 
manners, and morals, shall I say, that many 
people older than myself, think me intolera- 
bly Etupid, or at least, a woman without 
taste 1 I do not understand whist, nor play 
any one game at cards ; and, consequently, 
avoid routs, drums, &c. I am wedded to 
my own apartment, and seldom engaged 
abroad : yet fear I waste as much time 
in my retirement, as they do, who trifle it 
away at a card-table. My private amuse- 
ment and employment is innocent, I hope; 
but am extreme faulty in not being always 
usefully 
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usefully employed ; and now, I alooost de- 
spise myself and all mankind. Can any 
mortal perase your fine, delicate lesson un- 
touched with self-reproach ? 

And are you in earnest. Sir i Do you 
really expect correction from your humble 
servant ? I admire your raillery vastly. 
Some people here are not pleased with the 
tatter part of this history ; and, they suppose 
it was not written by Mr. Richardson's inimi- 
table pen. I have not yet perused the vo- 
lume, which causes suspicion among critics: 
some of the Italian scenes, are thought tedi- 
ous repetition ; Mid impatient readers com- 
plain of your prolixity : these complainers 
have neither taste nor judgment, I am sure ; 
and I should not have mentbned these in- 
senslbles, but that I resolved to tell you all I 
have heard. It is injudicious to pronounce 
a work feulty, when only a few inconsidera- 
ble specks appear, which cannot lessen the 
conspicuous beauty of an excellent piece. 
Your great admirer, Mr.Tickel!,l9udlypraisea 
fi 2 your 
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your admirable production j and so highly 
resents the ill-treatment you have met with 
from his (once favourite) bookseller, he will 
never more have any dealings with him. I 
wonder at my assurance in writing to Mr. 
Richardson. I begin to think, with Lady 

B , that I ought not to teaze you with 

reading my insipid stuff: only give me leave 
to mention your warm friend, the Rev. Mr. 
Hildesley. This worthy gentleman has ac- 
quainted Lady Lambard with the cruel treat- 
ment you have received from bad people 
here, which is fully explained to her Lady- 
ship, by your narrative addressed to me ; and 
this good lady is particularly surprised at the 
bookseller, George Faulkner, for she thought 
him a very honest man. 

Although Lady Lambard resides at this 
court, the fevourite companion of our pre- 
sent gracious Queen here, she is not a court 
lady in my sense of that character, and, 
therefore, a candid intimacy subsists be- 
tween her and me. I am persuaded her sin- 
cerity 
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cerity is equal to her good understanding ; 
she kindly obliges me with her cheerful con- 
versation ; we do not visit each other cere- 
moniously — our meeting is friendly, and 
this, you must allow, is not courtly. 

I am charmed with the Rev. Mr. Hil- 
desley's amiable character — he is a primitive 
Christian — and most sincerely I wish to see 
him dignified as his great merit justly de- 
serves. Cannot your keen penetration guess 
where I would place this pious "divine ? Is 
this good clergyman, our exemplary Doctor 
Bartlett ? I tell Lady Lambard, he is the man. 

Excuse me, good Sir, for detaining you 
too long, I will not say, I do not desire to 
hear from you again ; but shall no^ request 
a favour inconvenient to you ; though I 

must assure you, that Lady B cannot 

be more sensibly pleased with a proof of Mn 
Richardson's regard, than 

Your faithful, 
obliged bumble servant, 

Eliza Echlfn^ 
B.31 xo 
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TO LADT ECHI.1N. 



Zondm,Marth}g,nS4. 

Y OUR Ladyship does me great honour in 
the hatse you were pleased to say you were in, 
to assure me that you shall never think me 

an intruder. Naughty Lddy B ■, indeed, 

do I join with your Ladyship to call thai dear 
sister of your's ; who has imputed to you a 
character that I cannot forgave her for, nor 
repeat after her. 

But what had I written, that the word 
batterer could rise to your Ladyship's 
thoughts, as imputable to me ? Believe me. 
Madam, I am incapable of flattery. Yet 
do I love to praise an excellence wherever I 
• find it. i'our sister, your dear sister, knows, 
that I never cease tu blame or praise, as the 
occasion offer$ ; and she will tell you, how 
oflen I have experienced her forgiving good- 
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oess. for my boldness and rusticity. She is, 
indeed, the most forgiving and patient cor- 
respondent that ever I had ; and I have been, 
and am, honoured by many excellent ones of 
her sex. 

By this time I hope your ladyship has 
honoured me mth the acceptance of a com- 
plete set of the history of Sir Charles Grandi- 
ain, in octavo, from Mr. Main, who has 
orders to that purpose, as soon as they can 
be handsomely bound. You must not. 
Madam, refuse them. I hope you will not. 

I shall be ^ad if what I have added to the 
last volume, relating to the injury done me 
by the Dublin booksellers, meets wth your 
approbaUon, and that of the wcH'thy Mr. 
Tickell. 

I have seen a paper of Faulkner's which 
cont^ns several pompous queries, all tending 
to exalt himself, and puiF his paper. Poor 
man ! I am afrdd that what I have added to 
the last volume relaUng to him, will come 
very unseasonably for hJm, and will be too 
z 4 home 
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home an answer, for his peace of mind, to 
some of the queries he puts. 

My case is referred to, as I printed it at 
first ; . and Main has some of them. Your 
Ladyship wil] command from him as many as 
you jJease. It will he seen in that, how 
tenderly I treated this impenetrable man, 
till he provoked me to lay before the public 
exttacts from his own hypocritical letters. I 
wonder what his brethren in iniquity will 
say to him on some of them. 

By what I have heard of the gaiety ani 
luxury of the Dublin ladies, they go beyond 
our English ladies in both, if possible. Yet, 
your Ladyship to be such a phcenjx in the 
midst of such dissipation i-r-How I admire 
you ! — Not understand whist ! — nor play 
any one game at cards, and avoid routs, 
drums: — wedded to your own apartment, 
and seldom engaged abroad! No wonder 
that many ladies older than yom'self think 
you tasteless. But how much must you, . 
Madam, despise these gadflies of a summer's 
day I 
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day 1 or, rather, of a winter's day j for 
their summer is probably passed. 

Am I in earnest, you demand, when I 
ask for your Ladyship's correction ? I am. 
And I thank you, Madam, for telling me 
the faults, that are found in the history. I 
cannot guess at those parts of it, which yon 
say are supposed not ta be written by the 
same pen. Every reader must judge ior him 
or herself, as to the supposed prdixity. I 
I am contented that he or she should. But 
be so good, Madam> as to let me know 
what you think blemishes. By your kind 
censure, and by that of such a gentleman as 
Mr. Tickell, I shall be instructed. Believe 
me, Madam, I ask not for compliments : 
and let me assure you, that among my nu«- 
merous faults, tenaciousnes3.i3 Bot imputed 
to me as one. 

I am greatly obliged to the Rev. Mr. Hil- 

desley for interesting so warmly in my favour^ 

such an excellent person as your Ladyship 

mentions Lady Lambac-d to be* I had- once 

fi 5 the 
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the honour of a short viait from him, which 
he reminded me of in a very kind letter he 
wrote to me some months ago, resenting the 
treatment I had met with from Ireland. I 
answered his letter in grateiiii terms, as it 
well deserved ; but hare not heard from him 
since. I enquired into his character from 
the pleasure his letter gave me. I am in 
love with it. Were I a man in power, I 
would consult your Ladyship, and make way 
for so good a man to the highest, and this as 
much or more, for the sake of his fellow- 
subjects, as for his own. What delight, in such 
case, should I take, in drawing from their ob- 
scurity, such good men as Mr. Hildesley ! 
What vanity in me I Excuse this instance of 
it — as it looks as if 1 thought myself above be- 
ing corrupted by power, were it put into my 
hands. I am equally delighted and honour- 
ed by your liadyship's concluding par^aph. 
Believe me to be, with the highest regard. 
Madam, your most obliged and faithful 
humble Servant, 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MB. RICHABDSON. 

Jug. 12, 1754. 

A Am glad my opinion agrees with your's. 
Sir, concerning the concludon of Sir Charles 
Grandison's history ; and that my senti- 
ments concur with your wishes, in relation 
to the Porretta family, and Count of Bel- 
vedere. Can a sensible woman treat this 
worthy man with contempt ? But some 
females are such fashionable ladies, they 
regard neither manners, morals, nor con- 
stancy, in a lover. These modish ladies 
must allow me to think they are as unjust 
to real merit, as those fine polite gentlemen, 
who declare their dislike to Sir Charles 
Grandison, because be is much too religious 
and virtuous. Alas! Sir, you have thrown 
away pearls upon brutish mortals, 

- B 3 I shaN 
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I shall acquiesce with what you tell me ; 
for I am sensible I differ ivith many readers 
concerning Clementina. Pray allow me to 
think Lady Grandison the most amiable 
woman upon earth ; she is uniformly good 
upon principle : yet, I must think, there is 
too much parade and compliment in her 
sdmiration of Clementina, and a very un- 
natural warmth in her unbounded profession 
of friendship for that lady. But I am not 
blind to your laudable intention. Every 
woman ought to th^ik you for the honour 
done to onr sex, in the character of Miss 
Byron, Great is our obligation to yoa, 
Y-hen the generality of mankind entertain a, 
contemptible opinion of woman. 

Lady Lambard tells me her visit to yon 
was unluckily timed; but yoa were kind in 
making amends for that disappointment, 
which obliged her very much. I am gJad 
you have seen my charming friend ; that 
short interview confirmed the high opinion 
she had long before entertained of- good 
Mr. 
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Mr. Richardson : and I hope she did not 
forget to do me justice in assuring yotr of 
my stedfast regard for the ingeniooa author 
of Grandison. I suppose you mentioned 
the Rev. Mr. Hildesley to her : she could 
acquaint you with the brightest part of his 
character ; knowing that be really is, what 
every clergyman ought to be, an exemplary,, 
good Christian. 

I congratulate, you, Sir, on your lucky 
meeting with Mr. Hildesley. I hope he 
has banished from your mind alt suspicion 
concerning himself Pray tell me what this 
worthy gentleman has done; and wherein I 
am faulty. What have we been guilty of ? 
Surely you will not chide him for his hu- 
mility ; nor reprove me for being-just. 

I admire and honour your reverend friend", 
the learned Doctor Young. His instructive 
pen assures me he is great and good ; his 
Woeful Complaint charms me; and' hfs 
Divine Thoughts delight my soul. I vahte 
and regard Doctor Young's excellent work. 
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as he does Mr. How's Devout Meditations. 
Never shall I lay it out of my reach. Give 
■me leave to transcribe three lines : I think 
it a beautiful part of that all-lovely piece ; 
and proud am I to say, it exactly agrees 
with my own way of thinking : 

O ! lost lo Virtue ! lost to manly thought ! 
Lost to the noble sallies of the soul ! 
Who think it solitude to be alone. 

Often have I repeated this, when a mis- 
taken civility, or real good nature, would 
scarcely permit a kind creature to leave me 
quite alone. I am thankful to Doctor 
Young for his happy thought, which is my 
resource on pressing occasions. Is it not 
astonishing, that so many sensible people 
should have such an aversion to retirement, 
as to think it a most melancholy thing to 
spend a few hours alone. I heartily pity 
them ; and thank Crod that it is not my own 
case. 

Have not I told you more than once. Lady 
B 
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B is not pleased at my corresponding 

with you. She has almost scolded her sister 
for troubling Mr. Richardson with her 
scribble : but I have desired her to be quie^ 
promising that I would not be very trouble- 
some to her worthy friend. Will this ex- 
plain what you did not understand. 

Pray, Sir, ask Lady B — — if she sees a 
similarity between Charlotte Grandison and 
a comical lady, who was formerly called 
Miss Do. I discover a strong resemblance 
in their lively wit and humour. This merry 
girl (Miss Do) was my intimate acquaintance 

in the days of yore ; and my Lady B 

ever was, and is, her inseparable companion. 
You may wonder, perhaps, if I add, she still 
continues so strongly attached to this Do, 
that she loves her rather better than her dear 
good Sir Roger. Don't ask me how is this? 
Let Lady B explain it. 

You mortify me with mentioning the in- 
tended agreeable meeting in Oxfordshire, 
because I cannot partake of that desirable 
pleasure i 
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pleasure ; however, I sincerely wish yon 
may meet at my dear friend's happy dwel- 
ling, where I have spent many cheerful days^ 
and all our halcyon years we enjoyed to- 
gether in Lancashire. She will be sensibly 
pleased to see you. Sir, at Waterstock. I 
do not know a more valuable woman. A 
discreet widow is not a common character : 
but I have the pleasure to be intimately ac^ 
quainted with several who merit that honour- 
able distinction. I cannot help smiling at 
your applying for materials, in case you should 
draw another beautiful picture. Where did 
you find that excellent woman, grandmother 
iihirley ? You may meet with, a prudent 
widow in the same quarter, 

I did not mention any thing relating to 
the pirates in my last letter, believing you 
were better informed from Mr. Main, whom 
I might suppose could not be a stranger to 
.their proceedings, since the publication of 
your last volume. I have cause to think the 
book has not been reprinted in Dublin ; and 
am 
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am tcAA, the wicked booksellers are disap- 
point^, for they have not made any profit 
by their stolen goods. 'What Faulkner, or 
any of his shameless brethren, loay do, in 
attempting to answer you, I cannot tell ; 
but am sure they have not yet published any 
thii^ relating to your afiair. It would 
afford me real pleasure to give you the 
most satisfactory information ; and wish 
I had power equal to my inclinatioD, to 
oblige c» serve you. 

I am s(wry to tell you, our worthy friend 
Mr. Tickell, is not wdl : he has had a dan- 
gerous fit of illness. His constitution is 
deljlcate ; and am afraid it is violently 
shocked by the severe disorder. He never 
injured his health by- any sort of intempe- 
rance ; but he has too large a stock of spirits 
for his corporeal strength. I am anxiously 
concerned for him and bis family; a very 
young wife, five lovely litde children, and 
a tender mother in the utmost distress. 
Mrs. Tickell is an excellent woman, the best 
parent 
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parent in the world. I wish she was not 
so excessively fond of this darling son : for 
her own peace of mind I wish it. And I 
trust in God she will be released from her 
present perturbation, by his perfect recovery. 
There is a cordial friendship between this 
lady and me. She is a rational companion ; 
a very wise widow; a widow, indeed, though 
she is not an old woman. 

I cannot believe you are in earnest, when 
you express a fear of my thinking you mean- 
Spirited. Fray,. Sir, what do you think of 
my spirit, when you so carefully avoid put- 
ting me to the ezpence of postage ? I have 
a good mind to give you a lecture upon 
frugality; hut will spare you at present, 
and defer it to another opportunity, if you 
provoke me to expatiate on this subject. 

1 wish you may not see cause to think me 
impertinent or silly ; but I am yet unde- 
termined whether to consent or not, to your 
perusing all I have written concerning Cla- 
rissa. Wh^t has passed between my sister 
and 
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and me on this subject signifies little. I 
have told you, we differ widely in opinion j 
you know her thoughts upon the whole, and 
I have partly acquainted you with mine. I 
was in England at the time you published 
this History, and finished the reading it in 
Lancashire, with Lady B — ; and this ' fa- 
vourite subject was our daily conversation. 
It is impossible to describe what I suffered 
from the shocking parts of the story ; in 
short, the woeful complicated distress at- 
tending innocence, virtue, and religion, af- 
fected me strangely, and prevented my giv- 
ing a reasonable attention to the moral. I 
was sensible of the author's laudable inten- 
tion, but shall ever think him mistaken in 
the method towards accomplishing his seve- 
ral great ends. Too sure I am, the good 
desigjn is not effectually answered. Although 
I presume to think particular parts faulty, 
this piece has many glaring beauties, which 
do not escape my admiration. I am afraid 
I shall lose an admirer, if I acquaint you 
with 
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with the whole chain of my self-sufficiency f 
however, I will not deny, that, in the midst 
of my intolerable vexation, I endeavoured 
to divert my thoughts from horrible scenes 
by the strength of fancy, and contented my- 
self with supposing that I had discovered 
some mistakes in Clarissa's story, which were 
owing to your being misinformed. The spi- 
rit of imagination caught first bold of my 
pen, and a huge heap of undigested matter 
it produced, with no other view than to 
please myself. I cannot,, without blushing, 
confess, that I weakly attempted to imitate 
an eminent pen, and am astoiushed at my 
folly in making such a vain attempt. I never 
had patience to copy this bold piece of stuff; 
but I know every page wants amendment 
and all imaginable correction ; and here I 
have let you into a secret, which your late 
request tempted me to discover ; but you 
must not expect to see my poor attempt to 
blot out of Clarissa's story some very disa- 
greeable circumstances. Lady B — has per 
rused 
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rused this original piece of assurance, but 
the scrawl is not in her hands. 

After I had finished the above written, I 
received a melancholy account from my af- 
flicted friend. Dear good woman, I sensi- 
bly feel what she suffers ; but cannot ex- 
press my real concern.-— Can only add, not 
with dry eyes, the will of Grod be done !— 
Believe mcj good Sir, 

Your's, iic. 

E. 



TO LADY ECHLIN. 

Sept. 12, 1734. 

Good Mr.Xickell ! How much I am 
concerned for him ! What an aifecting let- 
ter is that of his sorrowing mother 1 But 
these attacks are sometimes attended with 
great recoveries. May that be his case, for 
his 
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his own sake, for his lady's sake, for his 
childrens, and bis (at present) unhappy mo- 
ther's I What a truly pious prayer does she 
conclude with ! It was impossible but I 
should begin with this afiecting subject. 
Thank God, that, in the close of your let- 
ter, you can tell me he is better ! May the 
Almighty perfect his recovery ! — Now to 
other subjects. 

I have the vanity to think, that Sir Charles 
Grandison meets with some slights from' gay 
spirits, because bis actions are opposed to 
their's, and he is proposed to them for an 
example. 

Again I rejoice in the preference given to 
Harriet by your Ladyship ; yet if you think 
*' there is too much parade and compliment 
in her admiration of Clementina, and a very 
unnatural warmth in her unbounded profes- 
sions of friendship for that lady," I am ap- 
prehensive that it is so : and it is doubly 
kind >D your Ladyship to excuse it on account 
of the honour intended to be conferred on 
1 tb« 
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the sex> in producing sach fin instance of 
female magnanimity, *' at a time (as you are 
pleased to observe) when the generality of 
men affect to entert^a a contemptible opi- 
nion of wOTaen." 

Lady Lambard ^qumnted me with your 
Ladyship's favour to me. Mr. Hildedey was 
not forgot to be mentioned between us. I 
mentioned to him, in a letter, how greatly 
he was esteemed by I^ady Echlin, as well as 
by Lady Lambard. And thus the modest 
gentleman (for his letter is all beautiful, but 
too bumble difiidence) writes : " When you 
next'Write to Lady Echlin, will you be so 
good as to do me the particular favour of 
signifying bow much I honour her Ladyship 
on account o£ her being the occasion of the 
republication of How's Meditations, and 
of its reaching my bands throu^ Lady Lam- 
bard's." I never. Madam, had any suspi- 
dons of Mr. Hildesley ; I was only afraid of 
appearing in his eyes less worUiy than I was 
willing to be thought, as he had once fa- 
Toured 
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vourcd me with his good opinion, and is so 
good a nmn. 

I am greatly honoured by your Ladyship's 
correspondence. Let us not mind Lady 
B — ; let her be contented, that nobody 
grudges the fondness for Miss Do ; that 
every one,' on the contrary, applauds her for 
it, and is almost as f<Hid of her as she can 
be. 

I am more desirous than ever of being &. 
voured with your Ladyship's remarks on the 
History of Clarissa, now you have told me 
of what nature your objections were, and 
that you have given the story a different 
turn. I ^vould not be impertinently pres- 
sing ; but if your Ijadyship has the shadow of 
an inclination to favour me, encourage it. 
No fear of losing an admirer by the in- 
dulgence. 1 wish you not to have it trans- 
cribed ; I ever admired the first flowings of 
a line imagination. I long to be obliged 1 
A safe return, you may depend upon ; and 
neither your good sister nor her Miss Do 
shall 
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-shall know a syllable of the precious trusit. 
1 am glad it is not in her hands ; I hope — 
but dare not say more just now, for fear of 
being thought too bold and intruding. 

I rejoice in the enumeration of your ex- 
-oellent widows ; a character I so much re- 
vere. Mrs. Green I have the happiness to 
know : she does me and mine great honour 
when she visits us. I wish, in her airings, 
-she would oftener favour us with looking in 
upon us. : I hope sbe has the goodness to 
•excuse returns. My wife is a very worthy 
woman ; but I cannot prevail upon her to 
be, where she ought, a visitor ; but she re- 
joices in the visits of her and my friends, 
and adopts all my adopted daughters, as 
her's, with an openness and unreserve, and 
affection, that has not many examples. Your 
Ladyship mentions notaveiy worthy maiden 
gentlewoman, pretty much advanced in 
years, who constantly attends our good Mrs. 
Green. I hope. Madam, you have not the 
same prepossessions in disfavour of old 
vol. V. c maids 
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inaids, in general, that your dear sister. Lad/ 
B — has ; inspired, I dare say, hy that lively 
Miss Do. O 1 how have I scolded her for 
it. That iault was thrown into Lady G — 'a 
character on purpose (on Lady B — '■! ac- 
count) to be corrected by Harriet ; but to no 
purpose ! the scandal remains ! the instruc- 
tion is unheeded ! How hard is it to rein 
in lively imaginations, especially when blessed 
with health and spirits ! But, as I hinted, 
this Miss Do is ever at her elbow. Pray, 
Madam, be so good as to tell me how you 
managed with this Miss Do, when ypu were 
unmarried ladies ; your sister, I mean, and 
you, and your other noble sister, the 
Countess ? Miss Do, I presume, was so 
early as that a favourite with Lady B— , and 
put her often, I reckon, upon lively pranks, 
that made you sometimes hardly know what 
to do with her. Lady B— has owned to 
me, in the progress of her letters, before I 
had the honour to know her real name, that 
die had two sisters, both of whom had 
a graver 
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a graver turn than herself. I think I <Hice 
undo^ood her, that ahe scrupled not (though 
younger sister, if I remember rig^t) to pidl 
caps, in good humoured roguery. But it 
must have been when she was entirely un- 
der the dominion of Miss Do ; for, at the 
same time, she declared that never sister 
loved her asters as ehe did her's. I could say 
many things of her from herself, that she 
thinks I have forgotten ; and which, writing 
by a fictitious name {that of Balfour) she 
the more securely wrote to one whom she 
believed would never know her real one. 
What a delightful spirit has she I What a 
charming vein of humour ! Dearly do I 
love her 1 Greatly do I admire her ! There 
is a grace inimitable in whatever she says 
or does ! Who can think not quite right 
things wrong in Lady B — ? 

She has threatened me, on our corre- • 

spondence; and I have taken the liberty to 

threaten her. She says, she knows how to 

set us together by the ears, and perhaps will 

c a do 
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do it. I have boldly returned her menaces ; 
and if she attempts to do so, I will be as 
mischievous as I can, and tell her, now your 
Ladyship has hinted it to me, of Miss Do, 
and so forth. 

I must once more mention the pleasure 
you give me in letting me know, that Mr. 
Tickell is better. You have interested me 
greatly in his recovery. What an excellent 
lady must his mother be ! One of your La- 
dyship's justly favourite widows ! — Oblige 
me. Madam, as opportunity offers, with 
further intelligence of a health so precious 
to all who know him, and are related to him. 

SUence me by a direct negative, good 
Madam, if you think me too bold in repeat- 
ing my request, to be entrusted with the pe- 
rusal of the amended History of Clarissa. 
Now I recollect. Lady B — once hinted to 
me, that there was a lady who had wrote it 
in her own way ; and I thought she herself 
was that lady. I am. Madam, with the 
greatest respect, &c. 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSO:(. 

Sept. 27, 1754. 

X Thank, you, dear Sir, for your tender 
concern, good widies, and hearty prayer for 
my worthy friend, Mr. Tickcll. I have the 
satisfactioQ to assure you, his late disorder 
has not so greatly impaired bis strength, nor 
sunk his spirits,, to that miserably low states 
which bis over anxious mother's fear, made 
her apprehend. God be praised, she is com- 
forted, by' a hopeful appe»^inoe of her be- 
loved son's perfect recovery. He is pretty 
well in health, at present, thant God. 

I protest I amat a loss, how to answer 
some parts of your last obliging favour. Give 
me leave to say, you have more good-nature, 
humility, and patience, than any other man 
upon earth, or you certainly are the greatest 
hypocrite under.the sun. If I could suspect 
c 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Richardson's veracity, I should look ftp- 
onyour submission to my inferior judgment 
as a poUte piece of complaisance. I begin to 
fear, you think rae too peremptory, and self- 
sufficient ; if so, you resolve perhaps, to ac- 
quiesce, rather than contend, with a posi- 
tive woman. You are extremely indulgent,, 
and I ought to thank you, for every favour- 
able allowance you afibrd me, who have not 
any of that delightful, spirited wit, and 
charming. vein of humour, which plead ex- 
cuse for not quite right things in Lady 
B . 

Mrs. Belfoor has given you a right notion 
of this mad-cap, and I could tales unfold t 
but. — I never could manage her ; nor will 
I have any more boxing-bouts with Madam 
t^— . If our favourite charming Harriet, 
cannot make this sprightly lady blush a little> 
at her unreasonable aversion ; or, at least, 
silence her exclamation against old maids, I 
pronounce hef incurable. 

The worthy maiden you mention, is an 
honourable 
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honourable woman. I really believe, I was 
fond of this good-natured aunt Catharine, 

before I couUl speak. Lady B is as well 

acquainted with her real worth ; but, I will 
not tell all I know, because you are suf- 
ficiently informed already. I most sincerely 
love this ungovernable Lady B ; we al- 
ways were affectionate sistcs, although her 
over-hasty disposition, did not altogether 
please my graver turn. She has been blest 
with constant good health, and, thank God, 
■she still enjoys that great blessing. I ever 
was, and am, less happy in this respect ; and 

yet this lady B , with her high health, 

and a continual flow of fine spirits, never 
was active in using necessary exercise : that 
neglect, is attended with a consequens 
which gives me concern ; because it renders 
her incapable of using that exercise, which 
I think needful for preserving health. I 
cannot help pitying a human creature, load- 
ed with fat ; it ever was my endeavottr to 
guard against that heayy condiUon ; andl am. 
c 4 very 
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very thantful, that I can reap benefit and 
pleasure from my nimble feet, and a trotting 
horse. 

After much ado about nothing, let me 
assure you. Sir, I faave more than the shadow 
of an inclination to oblige you. I willingly 
comply with your request. Pray, dear Sir, 
eall not the fragment, you desire to peruse, 
the amended History of Clarissa. I have 
only attempted to alter particular parts 
abruptly. It is, in short a medley. I told yoa 
I had weakly endeavoured to imitate. No 
matter what I iatended by some foolish 
things, thrown amongst the heap — if you 
can read it, you sliall. 

After scribbling this long e^tle, I have 
not fully, I think, answered your last letter. 
Here is enough, however, to try your pa- 
tience ; ^low me at present, to subscribe 
myself. 

Your obliged, &c. 
E. 
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TO LADT ECHLIN. 

Ocloier 10, 1754. 

jfiLLOW me to congratulate your Lady- 
ship on Mr. Tickeli's amendment, and the 
prospect of his perfect recovery. I join 
with you, Madam^ to- bless God for. it. 

Lady Bradshaigh acquaints me, that she, 
as well as-your Ladyship, meets with persona 
who quarrel with Sir Charles Grandison. 
They are welcome. A good character is a 
gauntlet thrown out. As some apprehend 
it reflects upon tlietnselves, they perhaps 
think they have a right to be affronted. 
The character of a mere mortal cannot 
ought not, to be quite perfect. It ia suf- 
ficient, if its errors be not premeditated, 
wilful, and unrepented of: and I shall !&• 
jpice if there he numbers of those, who find 
fault with the more perfect, characters in the 
. , c 5 piece, 
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piece, because of their errors> and wha 
would be themselves above being guilty of 
the like m the same situatioH. Many things 
are thrown out in the several characters, on 
purpose to provoke friendly debate; and 
perhaps as trials of the reader's judgment, 
manners, taste, and capacity. I have often sat 
by in company, and been silently pleased 
■with the opportunity given me, by different 
arguers, of looting into the hearts of some 
of them, through windows that at other 
times have been dose shut up. This is an 
advantage that will always be given by fami- 
liar writing, and by characters drawn from 
common life. A living author, who suc- 
ceeds tolerably, will have rnore enemies than 
a dead one. A time will come, and perhaps 
it is not far off, when the writer of certain 
moral pieces will meet with better quarter 
from his very eensurers. His obscurity-— a 
Bian in business pretending to draw charac* 
ters for warning to one set of people ; for 
instruction to another : Presumptuous !— 
1 But 
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Bat enough of this subject I ought to 
be and am abundantly satisfied with the 
kind reception given to what I have ob- 
truded upon the world, in a new light, and 
in the approbation of many truly pious and 
good. 

Your Ladyship is at a loss, you say, to 
answer some parts of my last letter. You 
are pleased to magnify my patience and hu- 
mility : For what ? — For having a great 
opinion of your judgment, and for inviting - 
your correction. " Either (you say) I have 
more good-nature than any man on earth, 
CM" am certainly the greatest hypocrite under 
the sun." From the knowledge I hope I 
have of my own heart, with that whole heart 
I disclaim hypocrisy, the lowest of all vices, 
ingratitude excepted. Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend ; and can it require any 
great degree of patience to hear characters 
blamed that were not intended to be per- 
fect? What battles have your beloved 
sister and I fought I She has reason to 
c 6 blame 
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blame me for my rusticity, rather than for 
my yielding. 

Your Ladyship could tales unfold. I hope 

Lady B will TWt be quiet, that you may 

be provoked to unfold them. I am particu- 
larly glad, that your Ladyship has not the 
dislike to a certain class of females whom that 
lady is so fond of satirizing. O I how have 
I used her on this occasion ! She caD 
hardly forbear : but just touches them now, 
and away. I think I have made her half 
afraid. But this Miss Do — Let us join 
forces, Madam, against this Miss 'Do. 
There is not a better lady oa earth than 
your sister, when Miss Do is out of the 
way. Strange ! that so excellent a lady 

as Lady B (your Ladyship's- sister) 

should be 90 misled by such a flirt as Miss 
Do. — Yet» not so very strange neither : for 
I know not how it is, but I myself, thougli 
I could sometimes beat Miss Do, see some- 
thing to be pleased with in that lively ^rL 
Favour me, dear Madam, with the history 
of 
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of this young lady, and her airs, that I may 
either like her more or less. I am sure she 
niust have some good qualities, or she could 
nev-er have had such an interest in - the 
heart of a sister of Lady Echlin. 

O that I could have the honour to see you 
two dear sisters under my happy- roof I Lady 

B gives me liope, that she will be in' 

London this winter. Then would your Lady- 
ship and I, if there were occasion, join ; but- 
there would be no occasion. She would be 
^1 goodness. Miss Do would not be with 
her. She never once, in the visits she ho- 
noured me with, when last in.tDwn> brought 
that girl with her. She only is her compa-' 
nion in her closet or dresfflng-room ■, and 
now-and-then writes a paragraph for her 
there. And my lady is, in her absence, so 
mild, so meek. — Bless us. Madam ! you can- 
not think how mild 1 how meek ! — And I am 
so aufcward, for not seeing any thing re- 
proveable in her, yet remembering many 
flightinesscs in her writing, that I know not 
how to behave myself to her, 

Athou- 
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A thousand thanlu to your Ladyship for 
your kind compliance with my request, to be 
entrusted with your papers on the History 
of Clarissa. When ? By what way will 
they come ? I was in hopes that the per- 
mission, and notice of the transmission, 
would have been given in the same letter. . 
They shall be very safe when they arrive, 
and attend your Ladyship's commands in 
the return. 

I have written to -Mr. Skefton. Let me 
intreat your acceptance of his Discourses 
from roe. Your Ladyship would greatly 
oblige me, if you could inform me of any 
thing I or mine could do here, to give yott 
pleasure. 

I am. Madam, &c, 

&. RiCBAEDSOH. 
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TO MB. EICHARDSON* 

ViUaruse, Jan. 22, 1755. 

Compassion for you sir, kept me si- 
lent. Mr. Richardson, said I, has probably- 
perused all my scrawled papers ; >ustly then, 
may he say, he has had enough of my sony 
pen-work, if his politeness would permit 
him to own k. I did repent, but it was a too 
late repentance. 

Mr. Tickeli, is surprisingly well, he never 
was in better spirits, I hear, than at present. 
I have not seen him, or his good mother, 
since Mr. Tickell's recovery ; his long ill- 
ness, deprived me of her company here ; and 
never once, have I seen the gay town from 
June to January. I can spend the winter 
season, at this retired place, pleasantly, which 
is indeed, very surprising to some folks. Fine 
ladies and I diJFer widely in opinion, particu- 
larlj 
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larly concerning rational pleasure. If I shonFd 
recommend theRev. Mr- Skelton's instructive 
discourses tff their perusal, thfey would cail- 
me a Methodist, no doubt ; and I should be 
as little afironted with that, as I am at their 
thinking me a strange, old-fashioned, hum- 
4-um creature. 

Iheartily wish every Christian would read and 
wisely consider Mr Skelton's fine and pions 
lessons. I admire the warmth of this learned 
gentleman's zeal ; it is laudable and neces- 
sary., " especially in an age like this, which, 
for its coldness (he observes) may be called 
the winter of Christianity." A melancholy 
truth, elegantly expressed. I have only pe* 
fused a small part, of this divine piece, and 
am greatly delighted with what I have read. 
Surely be is a heavenly man. I am very 
fond of Dr. Clark, and eKcellent good 
Seed. I thank you, Sir, for introducing 
another wise charmer, not less worthy of 
every body's regard. He merits attention, 
and religkiusly commands it. 

Next 
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Next time you see Lady B , please to- 

tell her, that the mother abbess, of the con- 
vent Villarusa', and aunt NeU (a professed 
Qun) would be glad to hear, that her lady- 
ship is in the land of the living : and a line 
from Miss Do will be welcome, without a 
word of pink and yellow. 

I am in a merry mood you will think : in 
better spirits indeed, than when I wrote last.: 
the good news, I then wished for to gladden 
my anxious heart,, soon arrived. God be 
[raised. 

I thank you, good Sir, for repeating your 
kind wish, that I and my knight could be 
of your party. At present, I can. only have , 
the pleasure of hearing my friends are bo- 
very agreeably engaged. I ought to be con- 
tent with banishment, and thankful that I 
am not an unfortunate exile. Whoever exi- 
pects real haj^iness, iu this world, is least 
happy. 

Your unalterable Friend, &c. 

Kliza Echlim. 
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TO LADY ECHLIH. 



London, May 2$, 1753. 

J. Am rery sorry for the suspence so tender 
a heart, as that of your Ladyship's, was so 
long left in, with regard to th& health of 
your beloved sister. Surely Mrs. Palmer^ 
Mrs, Green, Mrs. Ashurst, and even Lady 
B ■, wrote in the space of time you men- 
tion ; and their letters were unaccountably 
delayed, by adverse winds, or post-office neg- 
ligence, or miscarried. But I have tran- 
scribed the last paragraph but two of your 
Ijadyship's last favour to me, in a letter to 

our dear X<ady B , now at Waterstock, 

that she may know the just concern her be- 
loved sister was in, on so long a silence. 

I have had a warm invitation to Waters 
stock ; and if I could have accepted it, should 
have thought myself happy; but several per- 
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Terse incidents have concorred ta deny me 
that very great pleasure. How little have I 
been favoured with the company of your be- 
loved sister, since she has been in town this 
last time '. Owing, indeed, to her unhappy 
and tedious malady, which all her other 
friends as well as I, have reason to deplore 
—yet, perhaps, when we rec*jllect ourBelvea» 
to rejoice at ; as her disorder invaded her 
before she reached town, and as ehe here m^ 
with more skilfol and ready help, than she 
could have expected at Haigh. 

Mrs. Ashurst is indeed an excellent wo- 
man. She married a daughter while she was 
in town, and I had not the pleasure of seeing 
her half so often as I wished. 

Lady B and her dear Sr. R set 

out for Waterstock, in their way home, ori 
the aoth of this instant, A visit from both» 
at Parson's Green, qf two hours, the Sunday 
m<»'ning before, was all the time allowed us 
at parting. They could not stay to dine 
with us. 

Dear 



DyGoogle 



.44 MR. RICUAKDBOir. 

Dear Lady Echlin, why should you wish- 
to lay me under obligation to any manj for 
the saving me the postage of the letters you- 
henour me with ? You bid me not be af>- 
fronted; but I should be grieved, were the 
postage treble the cost, if your Ladyship 
gave yourself concern about it or forbore 
ou such, a consideration to write to me,, 
whenever you were disposed to do me so- 
much honouc 

I join with your Lady^ip in thinking our 
good Dr. Hildesley very slenderly rewards 
edv by the bishoprick of Sodor and Man ; 
yet, the late pcekte was such a credit to 
religion, and kept so admirably right the 
people of his diocese, that I.am glad so wor;- 
thy a successor is given tathem, and he re- 
joices in the pleasure he. shall have of finding 
so good order there, and that he shall hav« 
]it,tte to do, but to tread in the same path. 
So he hopes; and has humility enough, to 
give honour where, he finds it due, rather 
than to assume it for ostentatious mptiv£& 
He is the only clergyman I know, who is. 
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likely to continue and improve upon the ^- 
om labours of the late g^ood man, and make 
the people of his diocese happy. I hope to 
see him before he goes to Patmos ; and shall 
not fail to let him know how highly he con- 
tinues to stand tn yoar Ladyship's favour. 

•' YoH kindly hope that I will not drop 
my new acquaintance, your beloved daugh- 
ter, on Lady B 's leaving London." I 

drop Mrs. Palmer 1 alas! I never had the 
pleasure of serang her but once ! I am very 
shy of obtruding m)'self on persons of condi- 
tion. The favour of a repeated visit, muSt 
procefed from her, as She only before accom- 
panied Lady B— — and, then the condescen- 
sion will be acknowledged -as such, with dll 
-due gratitude. But Temple Bar, is looked 
•apoTi as a bar indeed, that divides the two* 
etids of the-tbwn. Mrs. Palmer, with all her 
goodness, might ^x reproached for passing 
it, in favour of a citizen. -I am, Madam, 
Your ladyship's most faithfiil, 

and obliged humble Servqfit) 

S. RiCHASDSON. 
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TO MR. RICHABDSOX. 

JuneW, 1155. 

If you call the good book* you kindly sent 
me a trifle, give me leave to say, it is a va- 
luable trifle : O ! Sir, it is a precious little 
volume, which contains abundance of flne 
instruction. It is a mirror, wherein I sec 
the 4elicacy of your good and great mind. 

Do you say, a person might be reproached 
for passing Temple Bar in favour of a citi- 
xen } Surely, Sir, the young lady you mea- 
tian is not so foolishly courtly. I hope she 
is not so unlike her mother in that resect. 
Should she be so ndicnlously fashionable, 
it would greatly trouble me- I never was 
fine lady errough to visit a duchess only 
liecause she was a duchess. Real worth, 
true merit, is the estimable and honourable : 
it always was, and ever shall he, right 

*Maxiiiii drawn from Clarhsa, &c. 

honour- 
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honourable with me on either side Temple 
Bar, or wherever I am so happy to find it. 
1 thank God I never had any of that con- 
temptible sort of pride. 

Is iJie good bishop gone to Patmos ? You 
don't know that I have a better chance ibr 
seeing him, now he is bani^ed. This 
place (Villarusa, which I have not now time 
to describe) is not far distant from that 
i^and. Don^t you think his Lordship will 
trip over from thence to the kingdom of 
Ireland ? I hope he has curiosity to see an 
unknown land at a very small expence of 
time or trouble. The very best place a 
person can come on ^ore from the Isle 
of Man, is almost at my door. I hope I 
shall have the pleasure and honour of beg- 
ging the favour of his Lordship to walk into, 
this bouse. I will only add my respects to 
Mrs. Kichardson aad your dai^hters. 
1 am, good Sir, 
Your obliged, &c. 

£l.lZA EcHtlN. 
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TO LADT ECHLIN. 



Lfftidont Jviy 7, 1755. 

Y OUR Lad3'ship'B kind opinion of my 
last iKKik is an encouragement to me, which 
was wanted ; because some of my best 
friends wished that I had 'bestowed the time 
the collection cost me, in writing onother 
«ory ; and declared they would not rpad it: 
yet regarded the three pieces I have pub- 
lished more for'the sSke of histruction, than 
the story. — So they said. However, I -can 
feithfally assure them, that this -collection 
was 'set about, and carried through (and a 
very pmnful and laborious task it was) more 
with a view to do good, than to profit. I 
could not expect a great sale of it, thoBgh 
it is the pith and marrow of ninetetn vo- 
lumes, not unkinflly received. 

I was very far from imputing the dislike 
of 
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of city visits, merely as such, to the amiaWe 
j'oung lady, I so much admired at her first vi- 
at. What I wrote on that subject respected 
generally the fashion, and not that particular 
lady. I owe the misfortune of not being 
tetter known (I dare say) to Mrs. Palmer, 
Tather to Lady B — 's much regretted illness 
of so long duration, than to Mrs. Palmer's 
want of condescension. How greatly do I 
admire your Ladyships sentiments on this 
subject ! They are worthy of I^dy Echlin, 
and her daughter must have imbibed them. 

I am afraid, if Lady B — writes short let- 
ters to a sister she so dca-ly loves, she will 
not write long ones to any body. Soon after I 
had your favour before me, I received a very 
short one from her Ladyship ; but we have 
worn out our subjects of di^utation. Can- 
not yottr Ladyship set us into an innocent 
quarrel ? Write something to her against 
me, that I may see if she is as good to me as 
she used to be, and will offer any thing in 
my vindication. What a strange request! 

VOL. V. B Excuse 
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Excuse me. Madam, for making it. Me- 
thinks it looks presumptuous ; as if I de- 
pended too much on the favour of two sis- 
ters so excellent, when it would gire me 
real grief had I done any thing intentionally 
to disoblige either. , 

I am very sorry that I had not the honour 
once more to see Lady Lambard. I am much 
obliged to your Ladyship, for your endea- 
vours to obtain for me that favour. Lady 
B — 's much lamented indisposition unhinged 
us all. 

I don't know whether the good Bishop is 
gone to Fatmos, as most significantly you 
call the diocese to which he is banished, as 
you, with equal agnificance, phrase it ; if 
he be not, I hope to see him, before he 
goes, and then I shall acquaint him with 
your Ladyship's favour to him, and with , 
your hopes to see him, grounded on his vici- 
nity to your Villarusa. His friends in England 
are very loth to part with him, I understand. 
No wonder I And now several of them, and 
1 some 
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some who had their sons with him, talk what 
they would have done for him, had he not 
accepted of this distant lure ; but it is only 
now that he has, that they so talk. His 
Lordship assured me, that he hasnotchanged 
his situation to his pro6t ; so that his hopes, 
by moving in a larger sphere, of doing more 
good than in his former, must be his only 
motive for it. A motive worthy of his cha- 
racter ! For such a man must be above the 
glare of title, and certainly is- 

I am, Ma<iam, with equal 
gratitude and respect, 8cc. 

S. RiCHASDSOtl. 
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TO MB. RICHABDSON. 



Jiuss, Sept. 2, 1755. 

X HIS sister of mine seems determined not 
only to write short iett«^, but also to write 
that little seldom. She says to me, *' I shall 
avoid giving my good friend, Mr. Richard- 
eon, too much trouble for the fiiture, |jy 
shortening my letters, and not* writing too 
frequently." If she resolves against pro- 
lixity and frequency in writing to her most 
agreeable, her darling correspondent, who 
then can expect long letters, or to hear often 
from her ? assuredly she will not afford any- 
body more pen-conversation than yourself. 

Do you ask me to contrive an innocent 

quarrel ? — Not I, indeed ; I have not a 

pregnant brain ; my little wit is not equal to 

so delicate a piece of invention. Are not 

you 
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you intimately acquainted with an eminent 
contriver of harmless miscluef? Don't ex- 
pect that I should attempt to abuse Mr. 
Richardson, unless he instruct, as well as 
commission, me to do it. What a strange 
request, say you ? So think I ; hut not at 
all presumptuous. Can any body depend 
too much upon real friends ? In short, 
my dull head cannot contribute any thing 
towards a plot ; and, besides, my heart is 
not willing to aay any thing against you. I am 
not surprized at any body's wishing you would 
oblige the world with a new piece of agreea- 
ble . entertainment ; but, give me leave to 
think that such persons as refuse to read your 
last excellent book, are over fond of reading 
amusing stories. Can any one of your best 
friends so little regard (or slight) the pith 
and marrow of nineteen volumes, as not ta 
applaud you for bestowing time and pains 
on that choice collection, with no other 
view but to do good to your fellow crea- 
tures. Profit you did not expect I Surely 
D 3 then. 
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then your laborious wort may justly be 
praised, as a benevolent act of charity ; but 
no thanks do you get, except from old 
fashioned matrons, like your bumble servant, 
who are better pleased with musty morals 
than a pretty love-story. I am even ill-na- 
tured enough to wish that whenever you are 
disposed to write again, you would disap- 
point yonr amorous readers, by nut making 
the passion of love their entertainment. Al- 
low me to say, the finest lessons you hare 
written, and the best instruction you can givtf, 
blended with love intrigues, will never an- 
. swer your good intention. I wish to see aa 
exemplary widow drop from your pen ; a 
very wicked widow has appeared in print 
lately. An amiable character would be ah 
agreeable contrast ; it would shine brightly 
after that black she-monster, the abominable 
Widow of the Wood. 

My friend, Mrs. Green (I rank this good 

woman in the first class among prudent 

widows) ; mentioned you. Sir, and your 

family 
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family with due regard in her last letter. 

She tells me Parsoa's Green is a. pleasant 
country seat, and that your improvements 
have made it a delightful {iJace. I heartily 
wish I may have tiie pleasure of paying my 
respects to you and Mrs. Richardson there, 
or on the unfashionable side of Temple Bar. 
With great good nature you excuse a certain 
young lady's faulty omission ; all I shall say 
for her is, that she has been indisposed some 
.timepast. I am anxicHis again, hut trust in 
God for her perfect recovery in due ^me. 

I.ady Lambard assures me, she was much 
^s^pointed in not meeting Mr. Richardson 
in Sufiblk.-street» and fully intended making 
you a morning visit, had not Lady B — dis- 
couraged her, by saying you was seldom at 
home in a morning, and her stay in London 
was so short, she could not avoid being en- 
gaged every evening. Soon after Lady Lam^ 
bard reached her own house she was confined 
to her bed, with a fever ; but, thank, God, 
fihe is now perfectly well in. health, much 
B 4. grieved 
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grieved to part mth her dear friend, our gootf 
Bishop. It was not her fault, I am sure, 
that he is not more highly preferred ; but I 
will not say the same for those people who 
now talk big, when he does not want their 
favours. This worthy clergyman could not 
have any selfish view in quitting a very agree- 
able situation, for that unprofitable remote 
spot, Patmos, a wild forlorn region ! His 
sole inducement must be, as you observe, 
real and laudable beneficence. I hope this 
good man will discourage that contraband 
trade, so notoriously practised in that lawless 
island. Doubtless, he will endeavour to ex*- 
tirpate a\\ unfair dealing ;. and, perhaps, he 
may do some good among our ignorant peoo 
pie here, who make no scruple of this ille- 
gal traffic. Our Russ fishers are too well 
known in the Isle of Man, and I heartily wish 
not one of their boats was to sail thither 
again, unless it were to bring the good Bishop 
from thence to Villarusa. 
From this house we have an open sea- 
prospect. 
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prospect, and I think this ever ebbing, or 
flowing piece of water, a deHghtful enter- 
tainment. On a delicate, fine, smooth, 
sand, is my favourite ramble ; close at the 
side of this herring-pond, I walk, well 
amused with artless variety ; and in this 
pleasant bay, cOmmodiously bounded witK 
rocks, I bathe. I am fond of sea bathing ; 
it is a pleasure and a benefit to me- No reme- 
dy so useful, I think, for bracing the nerves. 
Though the roaring sea is our nearneighbour, 
directly facing the front-door, yet we are not 
bleakly exposed. We are sheltered by trees, 
which are looked on almost as a wonderful 
wood, because it is not a common advantage 
so near the sea-side to have them. Our 
gardens are large — more useful than fine ; 
many pleasant walks ; agreeable shade ; and 
good fruit in a favourable season. The 
whole is nothing more elegant, nor less 
beautiful, than a delightful rural scene, so 
naturally pleaang, it less wants artificial 
decoration. 

D 5 As 
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As to my constant employ and amusement> 
J am inclined to be silent on that head. 
Shall I venture to tell you I never loved 
needle-work, nor am I a good housewife ; 
yet I can employ myself from five in a morn- 
ing till ten at night. Call me, if you please, 
a busy- do-little. 

My sincere good wishes attend you and 
jour's. I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged, faithful, 

humble Servant, 

Eliza Eculin. 



TO LADT ECHLIH. 

London^ Sept. 22, 1755. 

Y OUR Ladyship does me unmerited ho- 
nour whenever you allow yourself time to 
write to me. 

I had the honour of a letter from our 

dear Lady .B — , dated at Knowsley. I am 

very 
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very sorry that her Ladyship^has any reason 
to comjJain with regard to her health, and 
that the waters of Knowsley-park had not 
the desired effect in restoring it perfectly. 
'What a pleasure would it hsve been to her, 
as well as to the noble owners, had she re- 
ceived the wished-for benetit from Eprings 
arising in their domains ! 

Z am not a little concerned at the passage 
your Ladyship quotes from your beloved 
wster's letter, " that, for the future, she 
should avoid giving me the trouble of long 
and frequent letters." Surely, I must have 
offended lady B — . Did I ever give her La- 
dyship reason for calling her favours of the 
writing kind a trouble ? 

Your next paragraph is a very kind one > 
I thank you. Madam, for it, and particu- 
larly for the concluding part of it. 

I much admire what you say upon ming- 
ling love-subjects in my writings ; but am 
afraid instruction without entertainment 
(were I capable of giving the best) would 
s 6 liave 
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haye bat few readers. Instruction, Ma- 
dam, is the piU ; amusement is the gilding. 
Writings that do not touch the pa^ions of 
the light and airy, will hardly ever reach the 
heart. Perhaps I have ia mine been too co- 
pioHS on that subject ; but it is a subject ia 
which, at one time or other of their lives^ 
all men and all women are into^sted, and 
more liable than in any other to make mis- 
takes, not seldom fatal ones. Your Lady- 
slup wishes a widow might drop from my 
pen ; but were not this widow to have been 
a lover too, she would lose more than half 
her merit. 

1 wish it may be in the power of our good 
Bishop to put a stop, or give a check, to the 
.illicit trade carried on in the Isle of Man. 
But nothing, I fear, will doit,, while it is in 
the hands of a petty sovereign of its own. 
Should not the Crown purchase the right to 
it, wherever it lies ? Wherever it lies, I say^ 
since I am very doubtful of that of the pre- 
sent possessor. Yet ypur Russ fishermen, you 
say 
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my — O ! Madam, who is proof against 
temptation, strengthened by sttaatbn } Are 
not the inhabitants on the coasts throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland the worst of plun- 
derers — plunderers of wrecks ? And make 
they not often wrecks of ships, that put in, 
in distress, and >vhich might otherwise, not 
seldom be got off ? 

You delight me. Madam, by your charm- 
ing description of your Villarusa. It is the 
more delightful, as you seem not to know- 
how charmingly you have described it. 
What a beautiful situation must that be, 
that, simply to mention it as it is, will strike 
one's imagination so much to its advantage I 

"You never loved needle-work," because 
yoo could find yourself more important ent- 
ployment : I am sure that was the reason ; ori, 
perhaps, when very young, it was made too 
much your task, " Are not a good house- 
wife !" Pardon me. Madam ; and let me 
say, that the lady who can employ herself 
from five in the morning till ten at night, 
cannot 
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cannot, I am sure, be neglectful of any one 
needful concern. 

"A busy do-little," you call yourself; 
and our dear and lively Lady B — allows you 
to do so : but I will not either approve of 
your Ladyship's too g^eat humility, or Lady 
B — 's pleasantry. 

We have it here, that all the unhappy 
differences, which have for some time past 
kept at distance one of the best of sove- 
reigns, and his best subjects of your king- 
dom, are happily made up. God grant they 
may! 

I am. Madam, 

with very great aod 

afTectionate respect, &c. 

S. Richardson. 
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TO LADT ECHLIN. 

London, Dec. 15, 1755. 

Will it be sufficient to plead for n^ 
long silence-to the last favour of my dear and 
good Lady Echlin, that I have been wholly 
engrossed by builders ? The house I live in, 
m Salisbury Court, has been adjudged to 
have stood near its time : and my very great 
printing weights at the top of it, have made 
it too hazardous for me to renew an expiring 
lease. I have taken a building lease of a 
court of houses, eight in number, which 
were ready to fall ; have pulled them down, 
and on new foundations, have built a most 
commodious printing-office ; and fitted up 
an adjoining house, which I before used as a 
warehouse, for the dwelling-house. An im- 
politic step at my advanced time of life, had 
I a more advantageous view for my family, 
than 



DyGoogle 



64 MB. SICHARDSOIT 

than that of having my business carried on 
after my demise, for its benefit. 

People say I have done wonders, as to ex- 
pedition. But it is at the expence of giving- 
up. a great part of my pleasure, in corre- 
sponding duly with my chosen correspond- 
ents. I did not think that any avocation or 
employment, however important, could have 
so much engrossed me ; yet it was necessary 
that it should, in order to get into the 
printing-office part before the bad weather 
came on. 

And now I have finished that part, and 
my men are at work . in it, without being 
themselves . sensible of their removcj but by 
their greater convenience. Will this, let 
me repeat, be a sufficient excuse to good 
Lady Echlin, for my long silence to her kit 
iavour ? I hope it will. 

I comprehend fully your Lad) ship's mean- 
ing on your reco^lmended subject, the good 
and exemplary widow. My building, though 
just completed, has not left my head so clear 
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to writing subjects, as to make me able to 
resolve about entering into uiy more for 
the public. I think, the little spirit I once 
had, ofthatkind, isdepartedfrom me^ But 
I admire wbat you write on that your 
favourite subject ; and should the spirit, I 
mean, oiFer again to irradiate my heavy 
mind, it should obtain my particular at- 
tend ioo. 

Do not say- the amiable Mrs. Palmer is 
blameable with regard to me. We can no 
more choose friends than lovers for other 
persons. I can adatire without being en- 
couraged by a return of esteem ; and think 
it rather my misfortune, than the fault of the 
admiredj that I meet not with de»rable fa> 
TOUF. I have the vanity to hope, that did I 
mdeavour personally to cultivate the favour 
of this fine young lady, as her good mamma 
and aunt encouraged me to do, and as the 
man in such a case should think it his duty 
to do, I ^ouLd not, so recommended and 
&voured, have been repulsed. But in cases 
where 
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where the fovour must be done me, from 
condescension, on account of our different 
stations in life, I cannot help being back- 
ward ; and the more so, as I imagine that 
the engagements of so excellent a yoting 
lady in the upper life, leave her as little lei- 
sure to encourage new ones, as the basy em- 
ployments of the lower leave a man so much 
immersed in business, as I am ; and wha 
therefore wants, as I may say, a call, so in- 
vitation from a superior in rank ; to which, 
when so &voured, I never was mBensiblle. 
Thus, Madam, you see that the delicacj 
of sex considered, it may be as much my 
jault, nay more, that I have not been able 
to tell your Ladyship, how her beloved 
dai^hter looked in her present condition, 
than her's, that she has not condescended to 
improve an acquaintance so ktely begun. I 
hope I may congratulate your Ladyship on 
Mrs. Palmer's safety and good health. 

I have some complaint to make against our 

good bishop. He took not his leave of me 

■ before- 
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before he set out for Fatmos-, as your Lady- 
ship fitly calls his diocese, though he made 
me hope he would ; and has not written to 
me since bis arrival there. Shall I be allowed 
to say> that I expected other things from the 
good vicar of Hitching ? 

'What dreadful news have we from Osbon f 
The only city in the world, out of the British 
dominions, by which so tremendous s diock 
could have so much affected us. . When the 
Almighty's judgments are abroad, may we 
be warned! 

S.RlCHAKDSOK. 
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TO KS. BICHABDSON. 

Feb. 7, 1756*. 

J. HOUGH you mention your advanced 
time of life, I hope, &r» you may yet enjoy 
many happy years, before you arrive at old 
age in reality. And I heartily wish good 
Mr. Richardson a long and comfortable en- 
joyment of his wonderful expeditious build- 
ing; the speedy finishing of it, you say^ 
makes people wonder. I cannot suppose iC 
is an impolitic step, bec^isfr you eouldnot 
act imprudently. 

I have a mind to tell you, that I have raised 
a small building, in a short time, at Vil- 
larussa, on my favourite spot,, close at the 
sea- side. 

Under a high rock, in the midst of a wild 
rocky fence, stands my humble cell, which, 
for shape and size may be called a bee-hive %. 
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it IS a pleasant retirement, in a very romantic 
atuation, and, if you will allow of the ex- 
pre^ion, it is rudely elegant. This little 
work afforded me both amusement and ex- 
ercise. Busy was I in collecting curious 
rocks, representing animals, and sea-mon- 
-sters, with which that shore abounds ; and 
with tbose unhewed carvings I ornamented 
my ragged, hanging shelves. I have no 
shell-woik, only what nature affords, growing 
on my rocks, which appears more beautiful 
in my eye, than the formal delicacy of la- 
boured art. I admire shells in their native 
dress, and I have a choice collection. 

I wish you could see the simplicity and 
rough connection that suits my uncouth taste, 
you would then say, this rock-savage hive, 
grot, or hennitage (what shall I call it ?} this 
private place was chosen, and the whole 
thing contrived, by an admirer of plain na- 
ture, and a lover of solitude. I have a de^re 
to place as an inscription in the wall, over 
a small round window, a serious moral sen- 
tence: 
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tenc« : but this requires a better head than 
my own. Shall I apply to the judicious 
audior of GrandisoD : will he think me im<- 
pertinent^ if I a^ his assistance i 

I have lately seen your great admirer, 
Mr. Tickell, in high health and spirits. We 
bad a long discourse concerning your good 
intention in writing your entertaining his- 
tories. Mr. Tickell " wished to see a thou- 
sand volumes from Mr; Richardson's divine 
pen, if he could live to read them," were 
his words. I told him, you had often men- 
tioned him in your letters : he said, you 
honoured him : and desired me to return 
his grateful thanks and best respects. 

I have not told you that I have read that 
good book. The Centaur not Fabulous. 
Sorry am I to know it is a melancholy truth : 
but I did not think there were so many 
monsters in human shape, as I now believe 
there are, fi-om the bad reception that excel- 
Jent lesson meets with in the world. Can 
they be rational creatures, who ridicule the 
author. 
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author, and impudently call the reverend 
doctor a madman ? God Almighty grant 
a speedy reformation. According to Isuah, 
the prophet, saith "when the Almighty's 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness." But 
I almost tremble for this inconsiderate age, 
when I read the two following verses in this 
twenty-axth chapter. One would hope the 
dismal catastrophe at Lisbon, the universal 
shock, will -make some serious impression. 
I presume to think the whole earth has 
quaked, since the first day of last November. 
How thankful ought we people of these 
nations to be for God Almighty*3 great 
mercy vouchsafed unto us. 

I have often said your good nature and 
humility is uncommonly great, which still I 
shall say, on your confirming my opinion in 
a paragraph concerning a certain young lady. 
Her late ill health is all I have to plead fw: 
her omission. 

Dear Sir, your*8, &c 

Eliza £cui.ik. 
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TO MB. BICBABDSOV. 

August 2, 1756. 

IvLy grateful heart thanks you; dear Sir, 
though my pen can hardly express how 
greatly I am obliged to you for your cordial 
invitation. I do not despair of our meeting. 
There is more than a probability of my re- 
turning again to my native country, if God 
Almighty permit. I shall not forget your 
pious request. 1 do fervently beseech God 
to prolong your days upon earth, and .to 
grant us a happier meeting in the kingdom 
of Heaven. I shall take the first oppor- 
tunity of acquainting our good bishop, with 
your desiring to be remembered in his 
devout prayers. He is well in health, thank 
God! He does not seem to dislike his 
change : and I hope he does not meet with 
«ny ill-treatment. I read two short letters 
from 
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from him, lately written to a frieDd of ours, 
on this side the water, with a kind message 
from his Lordship, in each letter, to me : 
and I daily expect an epistle from Patmos. 
If the Mank's Bishup (so he calls himself) 
can reform the clandestine traders among 
his people, it will be a wonderful and a happy 
refonnation. Success in the fishery may 
perhaps induce our fishermen to be more 
diligent in that laudable employment : but 
I am afraid some of them will not be di- 
verted from the commerce you mention 
■upon any consideration. 

" You have seen my daughter more than 
once :" I am glad to hear it. You say it 
is a mark of her judgment in cultivating 
a friendly intimacy with good Mrs. Don- 
nellan. I hope she will not wrong her 
judgment in regard to Mr. Ricbardson : 
she can hardly give a stronger proof of de- 
serving your favourable opinion, than by va- 
luing your kind esteem, and establishing a 
reciprocal friendship. 

VOL. V. E I am 
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I am not quite a stranger to Mrs. Don- 
nellan ; she has an amiable character : and 
I rejoice that there is a friendship subsisting 
between this worthy woman and my child. 

A blessed change in weather at Viliarusa. 
I leave it to your lively imagination to fancy 
jou see me at Rock-savage, on a bright 
summer-day, admiring a variety of beautiful 
prospects, or busily employed in placing 
ir.y curious trifles, climbing rocks, perhaps, 
or- seated on a wooden stool in my bumbfe 
cell, at breakfast, after bathing in the herring 
pond. I do now enjoy this pleasant and 
convenient jcmantic place, although the 
thing is not completely finished ; the in- 
tended inscription, is not fixed ; your four 
excellent lines are what I should chuse-; 
nothing can be more proper than the t«T) 
first. But, be it known to you, Sir, I cannot 
devote this grotto to serious nredJtation. 
I have retired thither quite alone—blocked 
the door with intention to read intently : 
but there is a tempting window, which di- 
1 verts 
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verts the eye from a book — this peep-hole 
presents so many amusing objects full in 
sight, the temptation is irresistible. 

Mrs. Sheridan is, I ^know, a sensible, and 
an agreeable woman : she is, I think, a fit 
companion for that ingenious man, who is 
(you justly observe) equally learned and 
worthy. His good sense, learning, and 
sound principles, need not now be .a secret 
to any body that can read. I am charmed 
with his excellent book : never read any 
piece so completely judicious. He has 
made me quite sick of rhyme : so. Sir, you 
must (I think) excuse me from sending you 
the ill-digested heap of stuff which I inad- 
vertently mentioned. 

I am 

Your grateful, humble Servant, 

KtlZA ECHLIN. 
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TO HR aiCHARDSON. 

July 31, 1757. 

I)EA.R SIB, 

A KNOW you are inclined to judge fa- 
vourably, and naturally disposed to pity the 
afflicted : I tlierefore doubt not your mak- 
ing a reasonable allowance, nor your having 
tender compassion for me, when I assure 
you my long silence hath been occasioned 
by a woeful misfortune, which sorely afflicts 
my heart. I cannot describe what my 
anxious mind suffered between slender hope 
and tormenting fear, before a melancholy 
event made me a sorrowful widow. Indeed, 
Sir, I have lost a tender husband; a very 
worthy valuable man. No wonder I am 
bitterly afflicted for such a lamentable loss : 
but I endeavotu- to moderate my grief, by 
consi- 
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considering it is my duty to submit patiently 
to the will of God. Almighty Wisdom, 
seeing what was best, and good for us, has 
punished me deservedly ; and under this 
trial let me be thankful that I have not the 
least doubt of my dear husband being hap- 
pily released from a miserable state of health, 
A blessed change it was for him, who endured 
a long and painful illness, with exemplary 
patience and Christian resignation ; con- 
tented to live or die, as it pleased God AU - 
S^hty. No mortal ever quitted this life 
with more apparent tranquillity. The last 
sad scene, so distressing to me, was not un- 
happy to him, I am sure : and that is my 
consolation. Excuse me, dear Sir, trou- 
bling you with my groans. I shall add a 
few lines more concerning my present con- 
dition ; for I cannot help telling you, my 
dear departed hath testified his respect and 
dependance on a faithful wife, by appointing 
mc sole executrix : and I am also guardian 
to his only nephew, who inherits- bis good 
B 3 uncle's 
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uncle's estate and title. I am as anxloti^^ 
for lliis young man's welfare, as if be: 
were my own child : and his uncle and I . 
have been parents to him from the hour 
lie was born. This boy's father- died se- 
veral months before the child came intot 
the world ; and his mournful mother, over- 
whelmed with grief, expired immediately 
after the birth of her son. An infantj thus- 
deprived of both father and mother, is at 
most pitiable case : but he has not been aa' 
uiitiappy orphan ; and I heartily wish my: 
great loss may not prove a greater miefortune 
to him. At his early time of life, in sucb 
circumstances, and in such a libertine age,, 
a boy under seventeen is in a dangerous si- 
tuation. Gtod give him grace to make a 
right use of an uncommon good under- 
standing. He is a fine hopeful youth at 
present ; has had a private education, not 
to his disadvantage in any respect ; and I 
hope to see him a sober and serious student 
at Oxford, please God wc live. Some 
people 
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people would be apt" to think me impertinent, 
and perhaps would say — What is all this to 
me ? — but Mr. Richardson, I know, is not 
such a man. 

1 have seen Mr. Sheridan here lately ; he 
appeared to be in pretty good spirits ; but I 
think he cannot be tolerably happy, unless 
he quits the slavish management, which does 
not better either his health or fortune. The 
little wonder was quite a new scene to him ;. 
he admires the romantic situation greatly :- 
but, alas \ it does not afford me pleasure 
as usual ; Villarusa is not wiiat it was : all 
appears dull and gloomy, in my tearful eye, 
though I do labour to recover my spirits. 

I shall rqoice to hear you enjoy such a 
state of health, as is sincerely wished and. 
prayed for by. 

Dear Sir,. 
Your unalterable Well-wisher, 

and faithful, humble Servant, 

£. ECHLIN.. 
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TO LADT ECHLlN. 



^ugusl 12, 1757. 



kc 



lOST heartily da I condole witb your 
Ladyship on yonr very great loss; and 
should have presumed to do it before, had 
I not been myself so ill in the nervous 
way, that for some time I was unable to 
write ; and had I not at other times consi- 
dered that any thing I could offer by way ■ of 
consolation for so heavy a deprivation, to so 
good a Christian, and so pious a heart, would 
be needless ; and that time, the pacifier of 
every woe, could only, by God's grace, alle- 
viate ycfur's. Nor did I doubt, that. your 
good sister, and your favoured bishop, would 
be reacly to pour the balm of Christlaa 
comfort into the wounds of your mind- 

Icon- 
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I congratulate you, Madam, on the re- 
signation and pious departure of the gentle- 
man you so tenderly loved. What pleasure 
must this give, on reflection, to such a mind 
as your's ! How much ought this reflection 
to alleviate the pangs that will accompany it 
on the loss you have so recently sustained ! 

Your Villarusa will be again your Villa- 
rusa to you : but time must have first mel- 
lowed your atfliction. A journey to Eng- 
land will perhaps be of use to you : to 
Oxford, so much in the way of your new 
duty; to Lancashire, receiving from, and 
giving comfort to, beloved relations there; 
to London, perhaps in company of those 
dear relations, and to a beloved daughter 
and her young family, and other friends. 
[May I have the honour to be one in the 
list ?j Then, after all these duties paid, 
and inclinations gratified, will your Villarusa 
appear to you with new charms ; nor will a 
tender sigh and silent tear to tlie memory 
of the dear departed, in that little wonder, 
B, 5 dimi- 
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diminish, but rather ex^tj the joys of your 
meditation. 

God Almighty sanctify to your Ladyship 
your present affliction, is a prayer put up 
by all mine, as well as by, 

' Madam, your most faithful 

and obliged humble Servant, 

S. RlCHARDSCHI. 



TO MR. BICHARDSON. 

Rock Hermitage^ Nov, 10, 1157. 

DEAR SIR, 

Accept my grateful thanks for your 
!ast obliging favour. "Time (as you ob- 
serve) is the pacifier ■ of every woe," with 
Giod's assistance ; and " time may mellow 
my affliction." But very sure I am, deep 
wounding grief is incurable on this side the 
grave 
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grave. "Villarusa will again be Villarusa 
to me," you say. No, ^ir ! that is impos- 
sible ! This house, these admired improve- 
ments, this country, never more* can ba 
agreeable to me. If God Almighty per- 
mits me to see my native country it is pro- 
bable I shall not return again to Ireland. 
And yet I am so attached to my hermitage, 
I feel unwilling to quit that bewitching little 
cell. When my sorrowful days came, the 
little wonder was, and is, a wonderful r&^ 
creation to me ; and tbankful I am, that 
this innocent, retired amusement, serves 
to unbend my mind. I wish Mr. Richard- 
son could see me in that romantic situation, 
seated on the mid-rock, the briny flood 
flowing 'within a few yards of my feet. 
Don't be alarmed, good Sir, you may venture 
to sit by me; it is not Shakespeare's dan- 
gerous mid-rock. 

I am glad you call ray freedom kind : but 
oannot allow that it is in the least conde- 
scending to acquaint Mr. Richardson with 
E. d . my 
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my affairs: nor should be, w?k) so Justly 
merits esteem, doubt his ''being one" in the 
short " list" of ifty most valuable friends t 
one on whom I could rely, and repose a 
fearless confidence. Although we are not 
personally acquainted, surely there is fi-iend- 
ship subsisting between us; and if I do 
ever reach Old England, I trust my ho- 
noured friend "may live to see the day." 

I hope my young man wilt not disappoint 
my expectation of his settling at the uni- 
versity ; but I dare not be over-sure of any 
thing in this uncertain world. 

I must tell you. Sir, our good bisht^ g^ves 
jne hopes of seeing him in Great Britain ; 
and I hope you may see that agreeable day. 
This excellent prelate has been particularly 
kind to his unseen admirer, under affliction. 
I4ot been sparing " to pour the balm of 
Christian comfort ;" nothing is wanting but 
a wished-for visit from Patmos. But why 
should I expect such a comjJiment. His 
Lordship, in every letter to roe, mentions Mr. 
, Richard- 
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Richardson with great regard. I told him 
you had been so much indisposed in the ner- 
vous way, that for some time you were not 
able to write. He answered " not able to 
write ! alas ! that great genius ! then I must 
not trouble the good man with a temptation 
to write to me." 

I beg my respects to Mrs. Richardson, and 
to your daughters, with grateful thanks to 
you and them, for that kind concern, and 
pious remembrance, which will always be 
duly acknowledged by, dear Sir, 
Your most obliged, thankiul, 
and unalterable faithful Friend, 

£. EcHLisr. 
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T-0 LADY ECHLIM.. 



Dec. 3, 175T. 

JL OU charm me, Madamj with your de- 
scription of your rock- hermitage. What a 
sweet retirement must it be, as you have im- 
proved it! /' TheHttle wonder you tell me,. 
in your more thoughtful hours, was, and still 
is, a wonderful recreation to you ; and that 
you are thankful (I am sure you are for every 
relief) that this innocent, retired amusement 
serves to unbend your mind. And does your, 
Ladyship wish that I could see you in that, 
romantic situation, seated on the mid rock, 
the briny flood flowing within a few yards of 
your feet? Don't be alarmed, Sir (add you, 
most condescendingly) you may venture to. 
sit by me — it is not Shakespeare's dangerous- 
mid-rock." 

What would I give for a sketch of this 
sweet 
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-sweet hermitage, andof the wonders round 
it, and in prospect from it,? With what de-!. 
light should I i^ace it near the picture of the 
house at Haigh^ whicK I was allowed' upoa 
my own-terms (as this must he) to take a 
copy of; your beloved sister's and Sir Roger's 
figures in it, meditating the beauties of the 
situation ! May I not hope^ dear Madam, to 
he so.indulgedE Is. there not in your know- 
ledge some young artist,, that on my account 
could he so employed ? Let me have in con* 
slant view, the sweet, the "bewitching little 
cell which so attaches to it, theheart of good 
Lady Kchlin, which she feels so unwilling to 
quit ; which is, in her deeper meditation, a 
wonderful recreation to her, and serves to 
unbend her mind, and in which she conde- 
sceni^ to wish I could see her." 

Your Ladyship bids me hope for the plea- 
sure of seeing you in England ; I should have 
the more joy on such a wished-for occasion, 
as I think the change of scene must be of 
consolation and diversion to you ; and as 
you 
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you must give and receive so much delight 
to and from such near and dear relations, as 
you have here j and the rather as you arc 
of opinion that Villarusa, consolatory as it is 
at times to you, can never be all that it once 
was to you. 

If the land and sea views I am a petitioner 
for, with your sweet hermitage, cannot be 
conveniently granted, a sketch in Indian-ink 
or black lead on vellum, would delight me, 
hanging before me in view of your dear sister 
land Sir Roger's Haigh. Still, my dear Lady, 
either way, on my own terms, 

God bless your young gentleman, your 
ward ! may he answer all your pious cares 
and wishes ! 

Your Ladyship's obliged, &c. 

- S. RiClIABQSON. 



DyGoogle 



[ 89 ] 



TO MB. BICHABDSON. 

Jan. 5, nj8. 

15E it known to you, dear Sir, I, long since 
intended to send you a sketch of my bumble 
cell, which you are pleased to wish for, and 
desire to have, upon your own terms ; pray» 
dear Sir, don't name that word agan ; if you 
mention any thing like it, you quite spoil the 
compliment. I have a young artist, a fair 
lady. She was drawing with her Indian-ink, 
prettily employed in that romantic situation ; 
but,ala3! unhappydayscame — you know how 
it has been with me, and I will not again 
trouble you with my groans, if I can help 
it. 

' •' What would you give for a sketch of 
that hermitage, &c." Why you have given all 
I could wish ; you have honoured my favourite 

by 
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By your most pleasing request ; and its pic-- 
tureyou shall have, pleaseGod we live. But. 
this piece of plain nature, is by no means fit 
to be placed near that palatiutn mansion, 
bouse, Haigh- I wish I may see it fixed in 
your pleasant, rural retreat. Indeed, Sir, I 
do hope to place it with my own hands, at 
Parson's Green — if 1 live to reach the south, 
of England, I trust we shall meet. 

I received a letter fi-om Patmos this week;, 
our right reverend friend is in good health, 
thank God, and talks of his intended trip to 
Great Britain. If there is such another 
divine under the sun, what would I give, to 
have him my young gentleman's preceptor^ 
at Oxford. I am anxious about this material 
point ; a discreet, good clergyman 1 want for 
that purpose ; would much rather choosea real 
good Christian, than what the world calls a 
clever learned man. I have applied to the 
good Bishop of Oxford, fur his advice and; 
assistance on the important occasion. My 
fidend Ashurst consulted his Lordship, and L 
depend. 
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(Tepend greatly upon his recommendation^ 
He is my seccmd best bishop in the world — 
no modern, card-playing prelate. 

" It would do you good, to be employed 
in any way that would do me service, or give 
me pleasure." I gratefully thank you, dear 
Sir. If you are not the man justly entitled 
** to the sacred name of friend," I know not 
who can deserve it; and if I should not 
highly value such uncommon friendship, 
most unworthy must I be of Mr. Richard- 
son's friendly regard. 

Your mourning was and paper, alarmed 
me. Rejoiced I am, all is well at hornet 
Many happy years may you and your femilji 
enjoy together, sincerely prays your less 
tappy 

Much obliged, &c; 

Eliza Ecrlik^ 
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TO MR. BICHARDSOS. 



Sueen-streel, April 6^ 1758. 



X Will not take up too moch of your 
precious time with accounting particularly 
for my unmannerly silence. Let it suffice 
to tell you, my infirm head has been so much 
disturbed by agitation of mind, I have been 
hardly able to write to any body; not one 
line, even to Lady B — , for the. space of 
three months at least. 

My pen has been sometimes employed on 
my young gentleman's account ; I have 
done all within my power towards placing 
him in tlie best manner at Oxford ; but that 
is so much labour lost, for I believe he will 
not go to the university ; so his guardian aunt 



.,gniodj,GoOgIe 



WITH UR. SICBARDSOH. Q3 

can only pray for him ; and may a good 
guardian angel carefully attend him, under 
the direction of Divine Providence. 

I am thankful that he is safely arrived in 
England, and if you have seen any one of 
my friends lately, perhaps you know that 
this youth is now in London. I have only 
this satisfaction in his present situation, he 
is strongly attached to some of the most 
worthy and good people in Great Britain. 
, You are perhaps acquainted with my l.ady 
H — ; don't you think she is an excellent 
■woman, a most exemplary, pious, good Chris- 
tian. I have not the honour to be personally 
known to her Ladyship, but (fortunately I 
- hope) my nephew is on the list of her 
intimate acquaintance ; and this, Sir, is a 
whisper in your ear between ourselves. I 
shall not say more on this subject at present 
writing ; probably, you may hear something 
of it from another quarter. 
' I cannot help wishing you may see my 
nephew ; but I will not introduce him, 
because 
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"because I would not encumber you witli a 
new comer, as my Lady B — seemed to 
think when I first took a liberty with my 
pen against her approbation. 

Our little wonder, Sir, makes a tolerably 
pleasant appearance upon canvas. My fan- 
artist despaired of doing justice, upon the 
whole, and durst not attempt a finishing 
stroke, which has not caused any delay in 
the execution, for the picture is almost com- 
■pleted. But I will not have a word more 
said concerning terms, not so much as a 
pepper-corn, a book — a favourable recep- 
tion will be a very sufficient return. 

My best wishes attend you and yours, 
,«nd am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged, &c. 

Eliza EcKLiN. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

December ]3, 1759. 

0000 Mr. Richardson, il is not in my 
■power to say how highly I esteem and value 
your cordial friendship, nor enough to ad- 
mire your good and generous heart. . Your 
unseen friend would ill deserve such an in- 
vitation, attended with all imaginable kind- 
ness, could she allow that so bountiful a 
scheme for her accommodation " is only a 
mere offer of friendly civility." Dear Sir, I 
'think it affectionately kind and obliging ; 
" and think you," Sir, I can imagine " pri- 
"vacy or retirement would be broken in up- 
on ?" No, surely ; in Mr. Richardson's house, 
who could have any such apprehension ? 
"•'A family without secrets; lovers of pri- 
"vacy," and not frequent visitors; such always 
find 
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find comfort at a home agreeable to them- 
selves, and raider it so to others of the same 
rational turn and taste. Don't talk, of a 
genteel neighbourhood to Dame Echlin ; she 
has nothing to say to such fine people, for 
you are to know, and I hope you will see, 
that she is not at all genteel, in the fashion- 
able sense of that expression. 

Please God we live, I trust we shall meet 
at Parson's Green : to pay my respects to 
you, good Sir, and your agreeable family, 
is my sole inducement, and will afford me 
sufiicient pleasure, without additional com- 
pany. It is very ungenteel not to be always 
young, but it is past noon with me, and too 
late in the evening to be much gratified with 
novelty. You are pleased to call )our Villa 
a little place ; but I am sure it is a palace 
compared to the small habitation Lady Echlin 
makes her real home at present. I only de- 
sire to live quiet in this pleasure- mad world. 

Lady B — informed you, I suppose, that 

I tarried several weeks at Haigh. Thankful 

lam 
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l-am for the satisfaction of seeing my two 
. -usters and raaoy valuable friends in good 
health. It was a pleasiog surprise to meet 
my friend Grc^e at my first arrival in Lao- 
(Eashire, and we spent several days together 
at HMgh. In Lady B-^'s dressing-room, I, 
was introduced to Mr. Richardson in effigy ; 
and I rejoiced to see that agreeable portrait, 
which has such a pleasant coiuitenance ; -it 
looks ^[deaeed with nstice from a friendly 
eye, and seems to return a sensible obliging 
smile. I aiQ assured -the resemblance is 
so strong I could not mistake the ori- 
ginal in " the Mall," or the " Bird-cage 
Walk." 

Lady B — gave me a particular account 
of that most humane and pious act of cha- 
rity — the Magdalen-house ; and truly glad I 
am, that so religious an asylum is provided 
for the most miserable creatures upon earth. 
I th^ik you, good SU*, for presenting me 
with two volumes on this subject. Cases so 
shockingly unhappy are pitiable, and none 
VOL. V. F are 
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are more worthy of compasuon than real peni- 
tent sinners. Your preface is a most excel- 
lent fine discourse ; one need not be a con- 
jurer to discover the writer. Who but the 
author of Clarissa could so sensibly affect 
and touch a reader with the penitent's la- 
mentable story, and with a benevolent Gran- 
dison spirit, help forward a charitable work, 
to succour and promote the future welfare of 
so many wretched and forlorn. J^nd it is to 
be hoped a bountiful subscription wilt be 
continually supporting this laudable institu- 
tion. 

With repeated (hanTcs for al! your favours, 
I subscribe with pleasure, dear Sir, 
Your obliged Friend, and 
grateful, humble Servant, 

. Eliza Ecblin. 
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TO MR' RIOHARDSOH. 



March Z9, 1760. 



X Havb a grateful remembrance of your 
favours, and a just sense of niy great obliga- 
tion to good Mr. Richardson, who often 
kindly invited an unseen friend to Parson's 
Oreen ; and now I hope to have the plea- 
sure of seeing him tha% very soon. It is 
my intention to pay my respects to you and 
Mrs. Richardson, about the middle of Aprils 
in case my visit at that time be not inconve- 
nient to you ; and I must insist upon hav- 
ing no ceremonious treatment in any shape, 
nothing is so agreeable to me as frank and 
friendly freedom ; and if I did not expect it 
from you and Mrs. Richardson, I would not 
tarry one night under your roof; therefore, 
g 2 good 
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good Sir, allow me to take my own way, else 
I must drop -my intended visit at Parson's 
■Green ; but, in case everj' thing coincides with 
my wislies, it must be a secret expedition, I 
beg you will conceal my name; J have a. 
-substantial reason for desiring this privacy, 
which you will excuse my not explaining 
at present; when we meet, you shall know 
why and wherefore. So, Sir, I am Mrs. 
Roberts, if you please, a particular friend 
of your' s, and so forth. 

Dear Sir, you will shortly see, I hope, 
what sort of a body your humble servant is ; 
the most unfashionable plain country body 
you can imagine — uncouth at least. " Fe- 
male attendaof!" All her servants, let me 
tell you, are just 'in the very same stylej 
they never eat the bread of idleness, and 
murt be -employed even in your house ; give 
me leave 'to teU you that. 

My good little kinswoman tells me she 

saw you this mnter in pretty good health ; I 

rejoiced to hear it. If you should see her 

shortly. 
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shortiy, not a word of my intention to hei^. ' 
nor to Lady B — . 

Now, Mr, Richardson, you. see the pri- 
vate gentlewoman (who hopes to spend a- 
fortnight with her obliging friends) makes 
asfree with your house as your hospitable- 
heart can wish. 

Don't expect Dame Koberts until you fincf 
her at your villa r for, good Sir, in case nei*- 
^er yourself, nor Mrs. Richardson.&c. should 
happen to be there, I- &ba]I walk in ; and, ta- 
my refreshment after traveUing is only tea oc- 
cofTee, I bring that. 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged,&Ci 

E.K. 
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TO MJta. SOBESTS. 



Zmdon, Jpr^ 1, 1760>^ 

All your commands, as &r as our awk- 
wardness wiU allow, shall be most cbeerfidly 
complied with. My wife, my girls, myself (as 
&r as I can answer for myself, considering my 
troublesome affairs in town, which will be 
obeyed) will be devoted to you, dear Madam. 
I was willing, to try to write myself, to tell 
you how thankfully I receive the notice 
of your kind acceptance of my pressing 
invitation, which obliged me to lose one post 
since I had the honour of your's. When- 
ever you please to favour us, you will find 
a most cordial welcome from us all. 

Your attendant female, your servants, I 

hope you would not wish to avoid bringing 

with 
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with you. Your Ladyship, I hope, will not 
want that frankness with us, which you 
are pleased to require from us to your good 
self. Can you procure a companion in the 
most worthy Mrs. Ashurst ? who knows ? 
Your faithful and most obliged. 

humble Servant, 

S. RlCHAKD80!r. 
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KTe. RICHARDSON.. 



TO UB. BICHABDSOH.. 
UBAK SIB^ 

VjIVE me leave to address you in this fa-> 
miliaE, yet sincere, manner, for every good : 
man is really dear to me, though I am not 
. so happy as to enjoy a pa-sona] acquaintance 
with him. In the' eastern world,. many an: 
age since, it-was a maxim that none were 
great but those who were good:-pre-emi- 
F, 5. nence. 
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nence in social virtues gave the pre-eminence 
in civil society : and as an acknowledgment 
of superior goodness, as well as a mark of 
gratitude for snch a public blessing to so- 
ciety, none were permitted to approach the 
great, without some little token of sub- 
mission; no matter what it was, the most 
Insignificant trifle might perfectly express- 
humility and gratitude of miad. In imita- 
tion of this custom, laudable in its institu- 
tion, and founded on the best reasons 
(thoDgh much abused and corrupted in suc- 
ceeding times) : as an acknowledgment of 
your superior character, as a testimony of 
gratitude for your "kind civilities to my 
better part, arid as an introduction of my- 
self to an acquaintance which I have long 
desired, and shall always esteem, I take 
jthe liberty of coming to you with a trifling 
present in my hand. 

The loose sheets which you receive by 

this post, I had thrown together some time 

since without any design of publishing 

1 them ; 
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them ; but when I shewed them' to my 
friend. Dr. Law, he insisted that I should 
print them, being of opinion that they 
might possibly be of some little service* 

I fancy you inay make this a twelvepenny 
affair. If it brings any profit, it is heartily 
your's, and I hope it will at least defray the 
expence of printing. But however, if it 
^ould not, that I may not lead you into an 
inconvenience when I intend the contrary, . 
■rtie deficiency I will take upon myself. 
• My good woman desires her loveand'best 
Inspects to yourself and all your family, and 
■werareboth very sincerely and affectionately. 
Your's, , 

E. Fkckabd.. 



'^ A DuteriatioiY rdalive to tte Iale£aRti<inake. . 
F.6. 1 
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TO THE RET. MR. PECKABD« 

London, Feb, 16, 1756.. 

UBAIt AND RET. SIR, 

i Ought, before now, to have acknow* 
ledged the receipt of your favour of the 
fifth, with the Dissertation that accompa- 
nied it. Shall I' say that I was sometimea 
at a loss in what manna'-to acknowledge 
the many kind things your good nature 
and partiality obUged yOQ to say in favour 
of my writings. 

Though 1 am convinced of the necessity- 
of publishing soon the Dissertation, yet I 
am but now able to put it into hand, by 
reason of the hun-y I mentioned, occasioned 
by some business that is to be brought 
before the ParUament. Shall 1 presume to 
offer to your re-consideration, those passage* 
in the Dissertation, in which Lord BoNng- 
broke 
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Broke and Mr. Hume are mentioned (I 
hambly think) with too great harshness of 
expression, not for their sakes, but for your 
©wn. I think them' very mischievous- 
writers. I despise the one, for his absur- 
dities and" contradictions of himself, as well 
-as for his presumption and evil intentions? 
and very much dislike the other, fpr his 
attempts to sap the foundations .of our 
common- Christianity : but, should the one 
"be referred; by a pious and Christian divine, 
to the suicide he so profligately vindicates?' 
the other be called^ what- yet he is, an im- 
pudent, liar ? aind this- in passages that make 
(not necessarily) parts of your principal 
subjects ? Can you forgive me, Sir ? I hope ■ 
you can. Your name being to be fixed to- 
-the piece, gives- roe courage to represent 
this to you, for your re-consideration. 

If the piece succeeds, as to sale, you must 
allow me to alter the terms you propose to 
me, and you sha\\ have a faithful account 
from the pubUsher of it. 

I think it a vqry great felicity Uiat I have 
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Been favoured with the sight, and (more- 
riian once in the short time of her being 
in town) with the conversation of a lady, 
whose genius ahd general character I very, 
much admired before. I' congratulate you. 
both, kindred spirits (as you always were) 
on your happy union.' May all the blessings, 
of this life, preparatory to the joys of the 
next, be your's 1 

My wife, my daughters,. join with me in 
best respects to. her. Who (they asic) that, 
is possessed of such s jewel, can wish for 
greater happiness! Not having the plea- 
sure of knowing Mr. Peckard, they judge 
of his merits by her choice ; and are pre- 
pared by that to think highly of you. IC. 
any call bring you and your lady to town,, 
we shall all hope to cultivate an acquaint-- 
ance, so happily b^un. 

I am. Sir, youraflfectioDate 
and faidiful, humble Servants 

S..RlCHAI(DSON.. 

* Mrs. Peckard's muden name was Ferrer. Sfie 
wrote several degant Ultle poeiiij. 
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TO MR. RICHAtRDAOM. 



Huntingdon, Feb^ 19, I75S. 



i Am very much obliged to you for the- 
favour of your letter, which I received yes- 
terday, and particularly for the observations 
which you make upon those passages which 
you dislike in the Dissertation. I am en- 
tirely of your opinion, for the reasons you 
give ; and if I were not, I should not hesi. 
tate a moment to give up my own opinion to 
your's. For, in general, I can plainly see 
in other men, that none are so bad judges 
of their productions as they themselves are ; 
and I am sure I know no reason why I 
should be an exception to this general ob- 
servation. I therefore beg of you to strike 
out whatever you dislike, and to make what- 
ever 
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ever alterations you think necessary. Fdo 
assure you I shall be perfectly satisfied with' 
any thing you- will either put outer put in. 

You have given my good woman a great: 
triumph over me, hy showing me that your 
opinion and her's is the same. When I re- 
oommend to Mr. Hume to hang himself, I.; 
am only in jest ; but irony is no better than - 
inconsistency in a serious performatice, and^. 
therefore,.for that reason, if there was no 
other, it would be, better left.out. 

My Patty joins witli me in sincerest rCr 
S5)ects to all your family j whenever we come 
to town, the, pleasure of seeing, you and 
them will be a principal inducement. In 
the mean time, we are very faithfully and 
a&ctionately 

Your's, &c. 

E. Peckarjj, 
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TO MB. RICHARDSON. 

■i/aj/ l-V 17.56.. 
JBEAR S1R>. 

V7IVE me leave to interrupt you a moment^. 
to inform you, that I have ready for the 
press tt small tract, to be intitled, " APre- 
paratcwT Essay on the Intermediate Statebe- 
tween Death and Resurrection," or somef 
thingto that purpose. I bqpeto send it to 
you in a few daySy if .ray present engage- 
ments will allow me an hour to look, it over« 
and correct some of its. faults. In i^l human 
.probability it will be the b^lnning of a 
theological controversy, in which I shall prcr 
tend to nothing more than the humble of- 
fice of opening' the door to. introduce the 
combatants. It will enforce the examinsttoa 
of some points which have been perh^s too 
hastJIjr: 
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hastily taken for granted ; and, I: hope, may 
contribute somethiog to the removal-of ma- 
ny heavy difficulties from Christianity, whiclt 
have been arbitrarily tacked to it as essentials^ 
and with which it has nothing to do. The 
consequences of publishing thi» Essay will 
not to myself be of the lucrative kind ; but 
if I can discharge my duty, and satisfy my 
conscience, I am pretty easy as to the adi> 
vantages of this woi4d. 

Our friend^ Miss Pennington, arrived at 
Huntingdon last Monday safe, hut not well. 
I and my good- woman are retired to a little* 
cottage in the woodlands, and the roads at 
present are so bad tliat the female friends 
have not been able to speak otherwise than, 
by letters ; and I have had but one oppor- 
tunity of seeing Miss Pennkigton, and that 
only for a quarter of an hour. 

Adieu ! dear Sir, I am,, with sincerest' 
vishes fbr your health and happiness, aj&c- 
tionatel;,. 

your'8, 

P. PBCKABp. 



DyGoogle 



CORRESPONDENCE 



The Rev. MARK HILDESLET 

(BI9H0P OF 90DOB AXD MANN) 



Mr. RICHARDSON. 



TO US. BICHAKDBON. 
WORT HIT SIR, 

J- Don't know that I have for some time 
met with any thing (not immediately relating 
to myself) that has more raised my indigna- 
tion, than the account I have seen of Sir 
Cliarles Grandison's being anticipated in 
Ireland during the time you were preparing it 
for the press. 

Ihad 
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I had the other day an opportunity off 
venting some part of my spleen against the- 
perpetrators of it, in a letter to a worthy, 
lady, who honours me with her correspon- 
denee, and who is a^ great favourite at: the 
court of Dublin, Lady Lambard.by name ; 
who, I dare say, will soon give me the plea- 
sure of knowing] that her righteous soul has 
in all cojnpanies most fervently expatiated oil 
this Irish piece of iniquity. This, Sir, I did, 
not in the hopes of serving you, vhich I am 
as incapable of, as I am of claimitig any sort? 
of title to your friendship or acquaintance.. 
Tq admire your talents is sufficient honour 
to me, as I- thereby manifest some degree of 
taste ; the want of which I Have seen occa- 
sion sometimes to pity in several'of far greater 
pretensions to Jearning than myself. 

I once took the liberty of pa; ing my per- 
sonal compliments to you at your own house, 
though in a very aukward manner, I am sure, 
ifbr want of a third person to introduce mey 
and apologize for my intru&ioa. • 

The 
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The unaiFectedly easy and agreeable re- 
ception you gave me, I well remember en- 
couraged my taking up more of your time, 
than I ought. My whole curiosity «id in- 
tention then was to obtain a sight ofthe ex- 
ternal form of a person, whose inward quali- 
ties had afforded me so much entertainment, 
andtodo myself the pleasure of making him 
alow bow in testimoi^ of my gratitude and 
Tcneration. A s-your candour, Sir, induced 
you to ^forgive the impertinence of that un- 
usual freedom of address from an entire 
stranger (whereas you might have taken me 
upon suspicion of being aTo/ijSar«e) totbe 
same disposition to judge favourably of all 
men you don't know to be rascals will X 
venture to trust, for yonr vouchsafing this 
very unwarrantable interruption of your pre- 
cious moments .the like -favourable construc- 
tion. 

I am a little obscure man,wholly unknown 

to the literary world: a country vicaF, who, 

£k- these twenty-three years .past, has been 

employed 
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^employed in honest endeavours to make his 
small talents useful, in the awful province o( 
alar^ cureofsouls, with a cheerfulness and 
satisfaction, which a consciousness of a due 
attention to the duties of his function (how 
imperfectly soever executed) naturally in- 
spires. 

By this portrait of myself, I mean only 
to intimate, that I am a person of station and 
abilities too low to call for any share of your 
time or notice, beyond wh^ shall be suffi- 
cient to assure me of your pardon and in- 
dulgence ; but at the same time, of a temper 
of soul incapabie of any motive of writing to 
one I have no sort of connection with, more 
than what is common to fellow- christians in 
general, but that of my ardent desire to ex- " 
press the highest esteem for an author so able 
and disposed to promote virtue and religioni 
as Mr. Richardson appears to me to be, by 
his inimitable productions : I mean his 
Clarissa in particular : from whence it is I 
have chiefly formed my judgment of the 
great 



DyGoogie 



TTITB UB. SICHABDSON. II9 

'gjeat genius in Salisbury Court. For I must 
irankiy own to yon, Sir, that my engage- 
■inents in the business of my profession, and 
the care a( some domestic pupils, have not 
yet permitted me to see or know any thing of 
your last work, excepting what I should have 
-been glad there had been no occasion for my 
knowing, viz. of its premature progress on 
^the other-side of the frater. 

If you shall be graciously pleased to gnnt 
■an act of oblivion to the weakness and pre- 
fiumption of this application from a stranger, 
you will thereby confirm me in the opinion I 
-already have of your hamane and candid 
spirit, and lay a particular obligation on. 

Sir, your truly respectful, 

and most humble Servant, 

Mark Hildesley- 
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TO KB. BICHABDSON. 

nitchin, Jvhf 1 ], 1754. 

Though I once -took the liberty of in- 
truding a letter upon Mr. 'Richardson, on 
occasion of the iniquitous treatment his ex>. 
eellent labours had undergone in -Ireland, 
and for which I was favoured with his veiy. 
gracious acknowledgment, yet I could by no 
means look upon myself either by abilities or 
station qualified (notwithstanding his con- 
descending Invitation) to continue a corres- 
pondence with so great a genius. But having 
iately received an intimation, that such my 
really modest "and self-denyk^ forbearance 
lias made me suiFer in his opinion of my 
decency and good manners, I hereby in- 
treat you. Sir, to exert your candour in al- 
lowing me to be as incapable of a wilful 
slight, as I am of doing justice to your great 
worth. 
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"iflrorth. But, alu! who or -w^iat am I, tbht 
^esuoie W speak of Mr. Richardson or his 
productions, which are, and will be, just what 
they are, neither better nor worse for all I 
can say at think of them ? 

I begin now to think, perhaps, too late, 
'that it would have been far better and more 
-eligible for me, never to have been known. 
•or named to so valuable a person as Mr. 
4li<^iajdson, than to have hazarded a coB'> 
-BtructioQ of the least degree of disrespect to- 
ward him. 

*' A rfight from a good man 1" Sir, can K 
;^good■ man slight Mr. Richardson ? Let the 
^temative light where it ought, whenever he 
is slighted. 

I have,. I assttre you> felt so much fronv ' 
the intelligence I received, of Ihe reproach 
you honour me with, that I question whether 
I shall ever command confidence enoagh, 
how much soever disposed personally, to ask 
y(Hif parHon. 

Further confessbns still, in order to dis. 
yot. V. o burthen 
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burthen myconscience, must be made; which 
will render me more and more an object of 
your generosity or contempt. I have been in 
town, since the receipt of your letter, and did 
not, dared not, call on you ! I bad not waited 
on Sir Charles ; and could not shew my face to 
Mr. Richardson. Even Clarissa, I believe, was 
in my possession upwards of two years before 
I was experimentally acquainted with her 
excellencies. A successively close, uninter- 
rupted perusal of seven volumes (for I choose 
not to mince and piece out such a sort of re- 
past, as a rich mind likeyour's, Sir, must Ite 
likely to furnish) a man who works as well 
as prays for his daily bread, cannot readily 
sit down to, with any prospect of enjoyment, 
unless he was endowed with the faculty 
which I am sure the Vicar of Hitchin is not, 
of commanding attention and dispatch to- 
gether. 

Whenever I am extremely pleased with a 
book of any sort, I can steal time to look in- 
to, I find in myself an almost irresistible pro- 
. ja pensity 
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pemity to acknowledge my obligation to the 
auljior, however personally unknown. An 
impertinence this (in such a one as I am at 
least) which, though with difficulty, I refrain- 
ed from being guilty of, upon my first read- 
ing Clarissa, at last broke from me, without 
thought or foresight of the consequence of a 
coimtry parish priest's addressing a celebrated 
writer, who might probably call upon him 
to make good his pretensions. 

And now, Sir, being returned to the 
point which introduced this, as well as my 
former epistle, it Is high time to release you, 
by assuring you, that if I can, from any 
hand, or by any means, learn any likelihood 
of my being restored to your favourable 
opinion, it will be a singular satisfaction to 
me, who (though you should never write or 
speak to me more) will be proud of an ad- 
mission to the last place in the lowest class 
of your friends, and do persist (notwithstand- 
ing I have not yet read the History of Sir 
Charles Grandiaon) in declaring myself an 
G 3 invariable 
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tRvariaJble admirer of the ii^^bus and wor- 
thy authcMT of CUrisiB, and coosequentljr 

■ebediettt'bumUe Serraitt, 

M. HlIiDK8X,BT. 

"P.S. 'The majority of those of our sex, 
whose sentimeDts Fve had an opportunity dif 
hearing, I perceive give the preference to 
■Clarissa — of the other to Sir Charles Gran- 
dison; whether this be merely reciproc*! 
complaisance, I-cannot say. 
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^VhAT pain b«ve I given njyielf in the 
pzin I have given to a most worthy heart T 
JDear and truly reverend Sir, you think too- 
bumbly of yourself-; too hi^y of me ! In- 
wlut manner bae the cincere hearted Dr. 
Webster reported my unwillHignCsa to give 
«p the hopes I had coaoeiv«d of an acqaaio- 
tance with a man of Mr. Hildesley'a charao^ 
ter; acharactercoDfirmedtomeworthyand- 
eKcellent, from Lady Berlin and Lady Lam- 
bard, who both so greatly and justly respect 
jou ? And still further contiraied by Dr» 
Webster, and worthy Mr. Bennet. Ke- 
proach. Sir ! harsh word ! I intended not 
the respectfol sentiments I expressed of you- 
to my friend, as a reproach ; but as a. desire 
•f fireieiving a place in your good opinion i 
o3^ and 



DyGoogle 



126 MB. mCHABDSON 

_ and a half fear of having, by some means or 
other, if not forfeited, lessened it. It was 
not, Sir, that you condescended to think 
highly of the history of Clarissa, or justly of 
tny design in writing it, that I was fond of 
cultivating your kindly-offered friendship ; 
but because it was the offered friendship of a 
man noted for his goodness, and the indefa- 
tigable pains he takes in the performance of 
all his important duties. 

It is your provin<x to instruct : you want 
not to be instructed, were my poor writings 
capable of affording useful hints to a good 
and well-disposed mind. My dear Sir, you 
have only somewhat afiected me, in your 
forbearance of paying me a personal visit, 
when you were in town, because you had 
not read the History of Sir Charles Grandi- 
son. Do not, I beseech you, think me a 
vain creature ; a man wanting to be compli- 
mented on his writings. AU I would have 
expected from you, if you had had leisure to 
peruse such a voluminous work, could have 
only 
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only been correction, or to have suggested 
to me any thing that would have served to 
make my best character more useful. But 
these should have been at your own motion : 
I am not for teazing my friends with my sub- 
jects. If they lead into them so spontane- 
ously, as that I may not impute their choice 
to good-natured complaisance merely, then 
do I convince them, that I am more desirous 
of their correction and improvement, than of 
their praise. Dear Sir, do T not write with 
hopes to improve the younger world ; and 
shall I not wish, preferably to all other con- 
siderations, to he improved myself, by the 
elder, and by those who, living in a constant 
exercise of their first duties, are capable of 
improving a man moving in a much narrower 
sphere than they do. 

I repeat, that I am grieved for having 
grieved you. Dear Sir, forgive me. Let 
not your many and great avocations be in the 
least interfered with, either by the History 
of Sir Charles Grandison, or its writer. If 
o 4 I can 
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I csa praserTe the jjIaceTwtsh form your 
eatoecD, and be remeaixTed In your prayers^ 
I shall tfaink myself, 

Xout obliged humble Serrant, 

S; RjeBASDSOll. 



TO TBI BBV. MB, HILDESLET^ 

Inmbm, Oa, 99, 11S4. 

^At dear and good Mr. Hildeslejr auuK 
not believe that my long silenoe is owii^ to. 
neglect or tbe least disre^jeet,. or toanjT' 
thing but consideration for hie time so iro-. 
portantly emf^yed ia his domestic and pa- 
rochial duties. Yet. I ought to have told you^ 
before^ if but in six lines, how much my 
pleasure was increased by tbe opportunity of 
makipg our acquaintance personal at Bametj. 
and- 
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and by what passed between your worthy 
Jriend, Dr. Young, and me, when we could 
have your presence no longer. 

What a cheerftil-making Uiing is true 
piety I I was sure you were a cheerful man 
before I saw you. The consciousness of a 
duty well performed, I have ever since seen 
in your every remembered feature and air. 
This is more than a compliment. If it 
abashes you, take it as a punishment for 
the several disqualifying paragraphs in your 
last letter. 

I made your acknowledgments to lady 
Echlin, as you desired, on her b«ng the 
cause of the republication of Mr. Howe'a 
Meditations. Thus, in her's to me, of Sep- 
tember 27th, she writes in return : " I am 
vastly obliged to you. Sir, for naming ma 
to good Mr. Hildeslcy, and greatly pleased 
and honoured by his menticuiing me in his 
letter to you. Lady Lambard has not yet 
had a visit from h^ dear Mark I longs to 
fee him in Kent," &c. 

a 5 Write 
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Write not to me, dear Sir, but at yOBf 
full leisure. Let me please myself, that I 
have in Mr. Hildesley a friend and well- 
wisher, and that I am constantly remem- 
bered in your prayers ; and you mil infi- 
nitely oblige, dear and reverend Sir, 

Your'e, &c. 

S. RiCHABDSON. 



TO TRB BET. MB. HILDSBLBT. 

London, Feb. 2], 1755. 

NlY dear Mr. Hildesley has, at last, gone 
through the History of Sir Charles Grandi- 
Eon. I am not a little pleased that he haa found 
in it something worthy of his approbation. 
The tind, the friendly, freedom you are so 
good as to treat that Hiscory with, when yon 
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greatiy prefer that of Clarissa to it, is an in- 
stance of your sincerity, that makes me the 
more depend upon the praise you give to 
some of its parts. I believe most men who 
have written a great deal at different parts 
of life, and are advanced in years, suspect- 
ing a failure of th^r faculties, are apt fondly 
to wish that their last published work shall 
be found equal to those written in the vigor 
of life. Many there are who have contri- 
buted to this fondness in me ; but, for my 
part, I submit my own opinion of what I 
have written to the judgment of my readers, 
as I ought ; glad, upon the whole, that they 
approve of my design and main end in 
writing the respective pieces ; and, looking 
upon myself as the common fether of the 
three children, delighted that one prefers 
te e Ider, another the younger, as they are 
struck with their ditFerent features and com- 
plections. 

You wish that I had touched upon the 

heinous sin of suicide. I have avoided in 

G 6 one 
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one history what I have endeavoured' strongljr 
to enforce ia the others. In Pamela, when- 
despairing of escape or mccour, she was 
tempted to destroy herself, I havemade her 
subdue htrself by reasonings that perhap» 
will be found cogetit ;- and tlie pen-knifc' 
scene in Oarissa, and her resignation' 
throughout her deq> distresses, leave little to 
be said tn ihti last piece on the subject. liv 
a collection of the sentiments contained vx 
each of the three histories (now soon to be 
published in one pocket v<^ume) it wilF be- 
seen that there are not many of the mate- 
rial article that may be of use for the con- 
duct of life and manners unattended to im 
one or other of them ; so that ^1 together 
they complete one plan, the best I was able- 
to give. 

But what thoughts must my dear Mr.. 
Hildesley have of me, who- had begged hi» 
correction, when he adds, after the criticisms 
he had favoured me with, " And now, can I 
ever think of seeing your face again afler 
this 
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Ais freedom- ?*^ Most heartily do I thanit 
you- for what you chII freedom. It is true 
friendly kindness. Ahl Sir, that you ha<£' 
given me leave to thant yo» personally for 
it, when you' visited Dr. Young on Tuesday- 
morning last at my own house, wfien I wa» 
■ndcr ff slight operation, and was ready to- 
attend you as you- left it. Was you really 
loth to look in^the face a si^posed tenadou» 
man-, a conceited one too ; who, asking for 
your correction, expected nothing but praise, 
and would be uneasy at your censure^ or 
rather at yourfrrendly freedom and sincerity 
«f heart ? I^ my dear Sir, you think me 
such an one, renounce alf con-espondenc* 
with me. 

I have not seen Fordyce's Art of Preach- 
ing. 

O ! Sir ! you are too much a disquallfier' 
of yourself ! Think seriously, are you not 
Wameable in this particular ? Writing too 
to me i Indeed, you put me out of coun- 
tenance. 

Excuse- 
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. Excuse me, Sir, that I answered not your 
last of October the 26th. In one passage of 
it, I understood that you expected not to hear 
from me till you had perused the History 
of Sir Charles Grandison. 

In that letter; you call Sir Charles's treat- 
ment of his father's concuhine more than 
evangelical. Does not our blessed Saviour's 
treatment of the woman taken in adultery 
shew a superior instance of goodness i 

You stand very high in Lady Echlin'a 
good graces ; but no wonder ; she is an ex- 
cellent woman. You are kind in telling me 
you will make my compliments to Lady 
Lambard. I conclude with the assurance, 
that I am, reverend Sir, 

Your affectionate Friend, 

and humble Servant, 

S. RiCHABDSON. 
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TO MB. RICHABDSOIf. 

Bishop's Court, Isle of Mann, 
August 26, 1760. 
WORTHY SIR, 

± HE revival of a correspondence, so long 
dormant, may possibly require some apology, 
or at least some reason, for it. 

The seeing two such respectable names 
as Dr. Young's and Mr. S. Richardson's, 
among the subscribers to Dr. Doddridge's 
Family Expositor, inclines me to hope that 
work commands some share of your ap- 
probation and esteem : and from the motive 
of that persuasion, I am induced to request 
a piece of friendly trouble from you, viz. 
of procuring for me a set of the new edition 
of it from Mr. Rivington. It is designed 
for a present to an old friend and acquaint- 
ance of mine (whose welfare and happiness 
I have 
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I have mucK at' heart) the worthy and 
amiable Lady I^mbard, of the vine at 
Sevenoaksi. in Kent. Order them, if it niay 
be, without the pictures, which, in my poor 
epihioHi- are a very needless ornament to a 
■work of that sort. 

The same insuperable curiosity that sent 
my pen and person to Salisbury Court, 
prompted me also to seek the acquaintance 
of that singularly happy instructor, whose 
pious labours I have long reverenced and 
admired. I had the agreeeble favour of 
receiving two or thre.e letters from him, and 
was within a few hours of a personal ioter- 
vicw with him, by his own appointment, iu 
London, the la&t time, I believe, he was- 
there. Bating some gentle hints at forms 
and orders, and some few points wherein 
he differs from the established church of 
England, which his education (though 
greatly guarded and softened by his ciia- 
ritable spirit) naturally produced from him, 
I cannot help thinking and saying I never 
ha,d a more agreeable correspondent 
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Tlw six volumes of the^ Family Expositor, 
sibove refeired to» contaiiv as much matter- 
of real edificatniv, as any performance of 
Ikie kind I have ever met with. And t 
should be very glad- (if not too troublesome 
to you to use your pen) of receiving the 
pleasure of your opnion, and of what you. 
have heard your excellent friend of W"elwin 
say of it. I dare venture tchope (though, 
perhaps he will not ^low him; (Doddridge^ 
the title of an original) that both the Doctor- 
and you will concur with me in pronouncing 
btm a most aflecUonately pious* and. truly 
Christian writer. 

I know not whether the distance of my 
present exotic situaticxv added to that of 
tsbe date of my laat letter to you^ may be 
Sacked' upon ai a bar to my title (if I evar 
had any) and to my request, to be r^ained. 
ki, or restored to, the roil, of those you call 
your frieods: but if you vUl, by any hand; 
whatever, be pleased, to ceitify me of. 
jiottc health, sud o£ your accepting and. 
excusing,- 
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excusing the freedom I have here taken, it 
will be a particular satisfaction to him, who 
here subscribes, with great truth. 

Dear and worthy Sir, your's, &c. 

M. SoDOB AND Mann. 



TO THB HBV. HB. HILDESLBT. 

Sept. 10, I7C0. 
UT GOOD XOBS, 

jL Rbcbived, with great pleasure, your 
favour of the Q6th of last month, which 
your Lordship kindly calls the revival of a 
correspondence, and with the greater for 
that very reason ; for no one more sincerely 
respects your Lordship than myself. 

I cannot say that I have read the Expo- 
sitor. I have been exceedingly ill in what 
Jmajr 
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I may call the paralytic way, so that I have 
been obliged to lay aside the pen, and to 
lessen such of my attentiona in the reading 
way, as did not immediately relate to my 
business and family affairs ; and had not 
given directions to the proprietors of the 
work, to put me down as a subscriber to it. 
It was a spontaneous act of their own : and 
so (for ought I know) it is with regard to our 
WeJwyn friend; for though I know that 
Dr. Young greatly respected Dr. Dod- 
dridge, for some of his former writings, I 
never heard him mention this. But your 
high opinion of it, will not sufier me, for 
my part, to be long without it. 

Allow me, my Lord, to say, there is one 
paragraph in your favour before me, that 
gave me much pain at first reading. It is 
that which begins "I know not whether the 
distance be a bar to my title, if I ever bad 
any ! [what an if!] and to my request." My 
dear good Lord, permit me, with the highest 
respect, to rgoice in your condescension 
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in allowing me to rank ]rour Lordship iiv 
tbe roll of tny moBt revered and csttmaUe- 
friends : a liberty I ^^Lbc prowl of taking' 
to the last Ixwr of my. life. 

I am entirely, of opinion with you, ray 
Lord, in relation to pictures ia books writteiK 
on divine subjects. Those in Milton, for ex- 
ample, in whioh the ang^el* are represented. 
doatbed,theman and woman quite naked, are- 
•qually.absurd and indecent Iaai,myi.Ard,, 
votb the greatest and moit reepectiul esteem^ 

Tour Lordship's most obliged, 

and humUe Setv^it, 

S. BiCKABMOMU. 
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to Ua. RICKABSSON. 



Isle oflSamt, Nov. 11, 1760. 

. J.T was a singular pleasure to me, to see (he 
•worthy Mr. Richardson's hand to paper, 
^though! i^^, somewhat trouhlesome to him 
'to afford it me. It would have been equally 
'Obliging, good Sir, if you had wrote by aa 
^amanuensis, could you but have submitted 
'to that mortiiication. 

The complimeilt you are.pleased to make 
^me, of procuriog Doddridge's last work for 
jyourself, on account ^ my opinion of it, I 
- hope will beamply repaid by the pleasure and 
-emolument you will receive "from the peru- 
sal of it: and that some of the attention 
:you Btill bestow on your &mily affairs, you 
will not think foreign to them, to be era- 
iployed in the Family Expositor ; the Messed 
'«fiect8 af which, -I trust, will remain, when 
■1 we 
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we and our families shall be no more — ^with 
respect to all earthly cares. 

I am sorry to hear the account you give of 
Dr. Young's impending misfortune,* where- 
by the public, as well as himself, are likely 
to be such great sufferers. You do me the ho- 
nour to join me with yourself in calling him 
our friend. It is an honour I should be very 
proud of sufficient title to. The friendship 
of so valuable a person, Jn every respect, I 
was ever, indeed, ambitious to obtain and 
cultivate whilst he was my neighbour for up- 
wards of twenty years ; and for that end, have 
often intruded upon him, as I did on another 
certain genius ; and in which borrowed cre- 
dit of knowing and endeavouring to be 
known to worthy and ingenious persons, I 
cannot say but I have sometimes happily suc- 
ceeded. The impertinence of my frequent 
visits to him (for, impertinent must that 
liberty be deemed, which in so many years 

* Lpis of sight. 

failed 
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failed to receive the encouragement of ever 
seeing him once at my house, beyond the 
threshhold of my door) however, was amply 
rewarded ; forasmuch as, I can truly say, he 
never receive^ me but with agreeable, open 
complacency ; and I never left him but with 
profitable pleasure and improvement. He 
was, one or other, the most modest, the most 
patient of contradiction, and the most in- 
forming and entertaining, of any man (at 
least of any man who had so just pretensions 
to pertinacity and reserve) I ever conversed 
with. This, Sir, I do not tell you, to certify 
you of the Doctor's character, who are much 
better acquainted with it, from your own 
knowledge of him ; but to appeal to you, 
from the justice I do him, with respect to 
mine. I hope to hear a better account of 
him, as to the malady, he is apprehensive of; 
for he is a man, I think, of singular impor- 
tance to the Christian world. I pray Heaven 
may think so too. 
With my thanks hr your last &vouo and 
my 
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wiy sincere pr^Fors for yonr ^heaWi-aad proB- 
_|)erity»'I vcmain, (fear Sir, 

Your faitbful and obliged Servant, 

M. SoDofi AND Mann. 

P.S. Fray, w&o b this Yorick ? (a pre- 
^bendary of Yock» I know he is). But what 
say you to his compositions, 'that have of late 
-commanded -so much of the attention and 
admiration of the whs of the present age. 1 
'■am told, they hcEve th&countenanee and re- 
-conimendation c^ some ingenious Dittchesst 
Is thiS'tFue or npt ? Idoubt, as you are an 
-authoT.yourself, possessed of tbe^eneratioai 
-«id applause of the public, your 'inodestjr 
wilinot 'incline jou to oblige me with your 
real sentimeaits, st least not with the whole 
of them. vThe -best apology for tiiisfreedom 
-is the title you aUow -me to your friendship. 

As I am an exile, jou'will readily imagine, 
%ow acc^table is eveiy line 1 receive fioni 
tnynativecountry; and proportionably more 
to, y^exk dated fsom. Salisbury Court. 

Alasl 
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; Alas t his late Majesty of Great Britain 
suddenly sna:tch'd away ; but yet we may 
flay — full of years and full of glory ! 



TO TUB REV. MR. HILDESLBT. 

iMndoH, Sept. 24, n6l. 

Encouraged by one letter, written by 
me with tolerable steadiness, my only amanu- 
ensis, lay daughter Fatty, not being well, 
shanieand duty oblige me to try what I can 
do myself to so respectable a friend — se 
jour Lordship allows me to call you, 

1 have the great pleasure of congratulating 
you, on Dr. Young's good state of health, 
and on his -abated apprehen»ons of the ca- 
lamity be dreaded ; as well as on a promotion 
that does equal honour to bis acceptance, and 
to the conferrers, the royal conferrer's 

TOji. V, H choice 
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choice and nomination ; and etill the more 
in his own opinion, as he is the immediate 
successor and heir of one of the ijest divineo, 
and soundest Christians, and usefullest ge- 
nius, that ever graced a court, or a nation, 
I may say— Dr. Stephen Hales, clerk of the 
closet to her Royal Highness, the Princess 
of Wales ; and upon the recommendation of 
his Majesty himself^ as a noble peer assured 
me yesterday. This, I know, is a circum- 
stance that your Lordship will hear with 
pleasure. 

Who is this Yorick > you are pleased 
to ask me. You cannot, I imagine have 
boked into his books : execrable I cannot 
but call them ; for I am told that the third 
and fourth volumes are ■worse, if possible, 
than the two iirat ; which, only, X have had 
the patience to run through. One extenu-i 
ating circumstance attends his works, that 
they are too gross to be inflaming. 

My daughter shall transcribe for me the 

sentiments of a young lady, as written to 

another 
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another lady, her friend in the country, 
On the pablicatioa of the two first v<^ 
lumes only. 

" Happy are you in your tetirement^ 
where you read what books you chooscj either 
for instruction or entertainment ; but in this 
foolish town, we are obliged to read every 
A>oli3h book that fashion renders prevalent 
in conversation ; and I am horribly out of 
humour with the present taste, which makes 
people ashamed to own they .have rwt read, 
what if fashion did not authorisej they would 
with more reason blush to say they had read ! 
Perhaps some polite pet-son from London, 
may have forced this piece into your handsi 
but give it not a place in your library ; let 
not Tristram Shandy be ranked among the 
well chosen authors there. It is, indeed, a. 
Uttle book, and little is its merit, thougK 
great has been the writer's reward! Unac- 
countable wildness ; whimsical digressions i 
comical incoherenctes ; uncommon inde- 
cencies ; all with an air of novelty, has 
H 2 catched 
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catched the reader's attention, and applause 
has flown from one to another, till it is al- 
most singular to disapprove i even the bishops 
admire, and recompense his wit, though his 
■own character as a clergyman seems much 
impeached by printing such gross and vulgar 
-tales, as no decent mind can endure without 
extreme disgust 1 Yet t will do him justice; 
and, if forced by friends, or led by curiosity, 
you have read, and laughed, and almost cried 
at Tristram, I will agree with you that there is 
subject for mirth, and some affecting strokes; 
Yorick, Uncle Toiiy, and Trim are admirably 
characterised, and very interesting, and an 
excellent sermon of a peculiar kind, on con- 
science, is introduced ; and I most admire 
the author for his judgment in seeing the 
town's ibily in the extravagant praises and 
favours heaped on him ; for he says, he passed 
unnoticed by tlie world till he put on a fool's 
coat, and since that every body admires 
him ! 

But mark my prophecy, that by another 
season. 
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season, this performance will be as much 
decryed, as it is now extolletl ; for it has not 
intrinsic merit sufficient to prevent its sink- 
ing, when no longer upheld by the short- ' 
Uved breath of fashion : and yet another 
prophecy I utter, that this ridiculous com- 
pound will be the cause of many mews pro- 
ductions, witless and humourless, perhaps^ 
but indecent and absurd ; till the town wilt 
be punished for undue encouragement,- by- 
being poisoned with disgustful nonsense." 

I have not been, able of a long time to 
write so much, and so steadily. I begin ta 
be sensible of failure ia my fingers i but io. 
my heart, shall be ever 

Your Lordship's devoted 

and obedient Servant, 

S. RicHAsssoy^ 
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TO UB. BICHABDSOK. 

Bishop's Court, April 1, 176I; 
SBAX SIBj 

X OUR paragraph relating to Dr. Young, 
confirming that I saw in the News-papers, 
di(l> as you rightly judged, give me much 
pleasure ; not so much or altogether on his 
account, as of the family he is likely to prove 
a blessing to, by supplying the great loss her 
Royal Highness and her o^pring have suf* 
fered in the death of her late pious and wor- 
thy curator, in her domestic spiritual con- 
cerns. My long acquaintance and corre- 
spondence with the late Dr. Hales, has af- 
forded me, not only great pleasure and emo- 
lument, with regard to myself, but likewise 
occasion to know, what a benefit he was to 
the Clirifitian and philosophical world in ge- 
nerd; 
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neral ; and to such as enjoyed bi^ more im- 
mediate personal instructions in particular. 
And I have no doubt, by what his modesty 
has allowed him> in point of friendship, to 
impart, to whom next under God, the ex- 
cellent qualities of a great personage, whom 
the nation hath entertained the most favour- 
able conceptions of, are to be attributed. I 
wrote to the good man, the 1 5th of October 
last , and, notwithstandingthe usually uncertain 
passage of letter^ to and from hence, through 
the various hands they are committed to, by 
sea and land, I received an answer from him 
of two folio pages, close wrote, dated the 
asth of the same month ; at the conclusion of 
which, after his customary manner of sup- 
plicating heaven, in my behalf; he says, 
*' This is a long letter for one in his 84th 
year !" 

Your happening to mention this great and 

good friend of mine, has led me to express 

thus much of my feeling sense of the loss I 

have in him personally, besides what I share 

h4 in 



.igniodD/GoOgle 



152 BISHOP OF SODOE AnIV MANIT 

in common with the public, and which, t 
conceive, you readily indulge me in. As my 
father had the honour of dispenwng the first 
rndtments of bis education, the Doctor 
thought proper to transfer some part of that 
regard, he had for his tutor, to the less wor- 
thy son ; and which I have enjoyed without 
interruption for near forty years — even nearly 
within a few weeks of his death. If I am 
not so happy in the like intimacy with hi» 
no less excellent successor, at Leicester 
Houae, I most sincerely rgoice in, and par* 
take of, the satisfaction, all (and they are 
very many) who are not strangers to bis ad- 
mirably adapted talents for the intcrcating 
and important province he is appointed to : 
interesting, I mean, to the Royal family, 
and in tbem to the public national welfare ; 
and in that light, I am persuaded, Dr. Young 
will shine most gloriously ! You will do me 
a favour, when opportunity offers, if you 
will be pleased to tell him, that a quondam 
neighbour of his, in Hertfordshire, desires 
bta 
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Us acceptance of hearty congratulations^ on 
theoccasion he is going to have put intohiS' 
bands, of being next under God, what I- 
know he delights to be, the happy instru- 
■ ment of much good, and of being- more and 
siore the promoter of that religion, he haft 
long been an ornament to. 

Your strictures, good Sir, upon the inde- 
licately witty Yorick, from that Httle I acci- 
dentally read of shameless Shandy (for that, 
little was enough to forbid me to read more) 
I believe to be very just. (As to the ladies, 
they maybe allowedtto understand no harm. 
in what they reaJ: but our sex, I doubt, 
have no pretensions to such, a plea of in- 
conception.)- 

That corrupt nature should be pleased 
with wiiat ministers plentifully to the foul 
imagination of the polluted heart, is not 
strange ; butj that spiritual- men, and ec- 
clesiagtical' dignitaries should countenanc- 
and encourage such a groduction,. is hardly: 
capable of any sort, of' defenoe* However^ 
' 115,^ L hear 
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I hear from severs!, and those very good 
hands, that now the laugh ia pretty well sub- 
Qided, many begin to be heartily ashamed 
at that which had raised it. 

Whenever it suits you aut per xe out per 
alieram ; to hear from you, will much oblige 
Dear Sir, 
Your futhfiil Friend and Servant, 

M. SODOR AND MaKN. 



..gniod., Google 



CORRESPONDENCB 



The Rev. Mr. LOFTUS 
Mk. RICHARDSON. 



TO MS. RICHARDSON. 

Ditilin, Nov. 12, 1756. 

PEAR SIR, 

J.T is long since my real esteem for you has 
given me a right to make use of that affec- 
tionate expression, and since you have en- 
couraged me in it, I shall con^ntly make 
use of it. 

Till you had sent them to m^ I did not 

see your reasons for concluding Sir Charles 

Grandison's story in the way you have done ; 

H 6 but. 
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but, since I have- eon^dered thenij I am en*- 
tirely satisfied; . 

It is the business o£ all your friends to dis- 
suade you from any close application to your 
studies; Some time ago I was much pleased- 
with a paper of Fielding's, wherein he re- 
presented the diiFerent effects which the la- 
bour of the hands and the head- had upoii' 
the constitution. By the former there was- 
constantly procured a good appetite, re- 
freshing sleep, health, strength, and high spi- 
rits ; but, by the latter, every one of those- 
efFects were almost always reversed; and 
this I had the mortification myself of ex- 
periencing some time afterwards, t had 
closely confined myself to writing for more 
than half'ayear, and the consequence was^ 
that my nights were sleepless, ray appetite 
gone, my head become giddy,, and \ was 
hardly able to walk ; and, from b«ing one 
of the most cheerful men in- the world, I 
was sunk into such an extreme dejection, that 
I could find DO' pleasuc-e ia any thing, noi 
think 
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think that any cotiM be found in thenh 
But from this wretched condition I was soon 
rouzed, by remounting my long neglected 
horses, and riding abroad for' two or three 
hours every feir day ; for, by this nwaiw^ I 
was in a month or two restored to my for* 
Mer health, and taught this piece of wisdom 
into the bargain, never to apply myself 
again to study with such an intense applica- 
tion as long as I shall live. I wish that my 
most esteemed friend mi^ see-in this both 
the cause of his weak nerves, and the pro* 
per method to obtain a remedy for them. 

I am really astonished at the account you 
give of the manner of your writing. There 
is in your- persons a difference and peeu- 
Marity .ctf character so preserved through- 
the whole of their actions, that I could nevec 
imagine but that this proceeded from a long 
and careful revisal of ^ our work. But I am to. 
inform you from hence, that it is, in all pro- 
bability, a vain attempt for you to think of 
doing any thing with yourself by force ; you 
must 
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must always follow the natural bent of your 
inclinations, and you will be sure always to 
Bbine in whatsoever you shall write in this 
manno'. I was struck wi^ your Pamela 
when it first came out ; and, if I be not much 
mistaken, it contains in it a beautiful slm' 
plicity which I never knew excelled except in 
the Bible. 

As I know that you are conversant with 
learned men, J should be glad to hear what 
their opinicm is of Mr. John Hutchinson's 
wdHls. I liave a mind to read them ; but as 
this will require a very deep knowledge of 
the Hebrew to do it to any purpose, i would 
willingly know the character that they bear 
in the learned world before I undertake such 
a tedious and difficult work. I am, dear 
Sir, with the greatest truth. 

Your most afiectionate 

and obedient Servant, 

Smtth Loftus. 
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TO THE BBV. MR. LOPTUf. 

Dec. 13, I7Jfl. 
BBV. AND DBAB SIR, 

X Ah greatly favoured by tbe re-conside- 
ration you have given to the winding up 
of the History of Sir Charles Grandison. 
It would have been easier for me, while 
I was in possession (as I may say) of the 
characters, to have proceeded with them. 
to the amount of another volume, than to 
have entered upon a new subject, as many 
of my friends wished me to do. But I 
have written a vast quantity ; and, being 
tired myself, I thought that was a fair warn- 
ing to me not to incur the mortification of 
tiring my readers. Then, to own the truths 
I was extremely chagrined at the unpro- 
vc^ed treatment I met with in Dublin. 
And iFauUuier, in whom I confided, still 
more 
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more than the rest (with whom, abandoning 
me, he spontaneously joined himself) afHicted. 
me. But it is over, unless I were to resume 
the pen, of which fault they have contri- 
buted to cure me : should I^ however, can 
you find me a plan ?. 

I congratulate you. Sir, that you left oiF 
your intense studies' while your health was 
recoverable. I- was not so prudent: and 
years have confirmed my maladies, and made 
them habitual to me ; if I may so express 
myself. 

You, Sir,i had recpuFse toyour horses: 
a. happy expedient ! I never could ride; 

Have you never any calls to London^ 
dear ^ir?~ I should be very happy in an 
opfwrtunity' to return you personally my 
acknowledgments for your favours to me^ 
and to cultivate more and more the friend- 
ship for me so happily beg«n, with a gen- 
tleman of somuch worth and honoun 

J have- enquired of two learned gentle- 
men, their opinion of the works of Md 
1 John 
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John HutchitiBon ; men of piety and ex- 
tensive knowledge and charity, yet who- 
know not each other. T^ey both agree in 
discountenancing that gentleman's whimsies 
(one of them called them) and those of his 
followers : Men, generally (they say) in- 
capable (but by propagating novelties) of 
making any figure in the literary world. 
TTie Hebrew (they both say) is one of the 
poorest of all languages, and has not words 
to enable an adept in it, with clearness and 
precision, to express his ideas, insomuch 
that one word may be interpreted into seve- 
ral meanings. Hence it is that the Hutch- 
insonians give themselves a latitude of ex- 
plaining, very absurdly sometimes, the words 
of the Hebrew scriptures ; and pretend to 
derive from the Pentateuch, and even the 
Book of Genesis, all and every science which 
has been the effect of late discoveries. All 
those parts of Sir Isaac Newton's philo- 
sophy, tliat they approve of, are, it seems^ 
to be found there ; and for those that are- 
nut*. 
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not, they deciy him. In short, they generally 
acoff at that great philosopher, and torture 
the Hebrew words and syllables into a jus~ 
tiiication of their own absurd notions. 
They are (one of the gentlemen says) treated 
by all sound scholars, and men of learning 
in the universities (with the learned of both 
which he has an extensive correspondence) 
as visionaries, or little better ; as dogmatists, 
conceited and vain: yet be doubts not but 
there are well-meaning men among them ; 
many weak ones he is sure there are. I un^ 
Sir, with repeated acknowledgments, 

iTour most iaithful ' 

^ and obliged Servant, 

S. RlCHASDflON. 
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. TO UR. RICHARDSON. 

Bi^linyiltDec. 175G, 
DBAR SIR, 

.Upon some reflection with myself, I can- 
not find that I should be able to strike out 
any plan for you ; this is a peculiar turn for 
which my genius does not appear to be at 
all fitted, and less so now than ever. The 
cures that I have hitherto hadj consisted 
of very few and of low people, and my 
sermons w^^ almost entirely ^apted to 
thdr instruction i but tometime ago I had 
an offer made me of a living in his gift, by a 
noble lord, which, though of a middling in* 
come, is one of the greatest consequence in 
this kingdom ; and this shewed me that I had 
been too remiss in preparing myself for such 
a circumstance, and has set me with all my 
attention ie make sermons that may be 
fitting for such a parish. The incumbent 
hat 
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has, however, recovered beyond' all expecta- 
tion ; but is still but in a very precarious 
state of health. My friend Skelton has 
promised to give me a meeting at my bro- 
ther's place in the country, which, both by 
the situation and rural -improvements, is 
one of the sweetest retirements that I am 
acquainted with, sometime in the spring; 
and if we can, in our wanderings through 
his delightful fields and woods, start any 
thing that we think may be of any use^ 
Mr. Richardson shall be dure to be in-- 
fonned of it. There is one thing peculiarly 
encbantingi in this place, that his game- 
keeper shoots all the hawks that come near 
it ; and by this means, and a large fruit 
garden to feed them, has be such a concerti 
of singing birds as is quite enchanting. I 
know when my friend Skelton and I meet 
there, we shall eagerly wish for the company 
of a third person to make our society com* 
plete, who, by what I hear and see of him, 
would give the highest relish to our eiat8t>> 
tumnent ; as I hope that we should all prove 
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agreeable to faim. My brother is a man of 
sense, virtue, and politeness, who has seen 
every thing of consequence in France, Italy, 
and England. 

Possibly I may have the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. Richardson in London, but it must be 
some time hence. I have a wife, who would 
not care to have me pass the sea ; she is 
aa abominable coward with regard to this 
matter, and what she fears for herself, she 
also fears for me; and Mr, Richardson knows 
that a considerate husband would be loth 
to add this uneasiness to that which his ab- 
sence must also occasion. I am extremely 
obliged to you for the account you have 
procured me of Mr. John Hutchinson's 
works. It is the same with the opinion 
that I had myself entertained of them, upon 
reading some extracts from them ; but I 
was willing to have it confirmed by a 
better authority, ^ 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, 

Your's, 8ec. 
SmttbLoftus. 
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TO MB. HICBAKDBOlr. 

Dublin, MaySl, \757. 
DBAS SIB, 

AVhETHER we shall judge with Swift; 
that a fioe genius ia the natural cause or th6 
effect of a tender constitution ; or, with 
Fielding, say, that the labour of the brain is 
necessarily f»'oductive of this malady, sO it 
ja, that I cannot recollect one person whd 
ha9 been eminent for wit, that has not la- 
boured under a sickly habit Of body. I em 
dorry, indeed, that my worthy friend feels 
so much, of this evil ; but it is the condition 
of this life to have all advantages blended 
with disadvantages also, and he therefore 
who is so highly exalted in the one case, 
cannot expect to be entirely exempted in 
the other. 

I think I will oommunicate to you some 
reflec- 



DyGoogle 



VITH MB.StCHAKD90ir. iO^ 

reflections which. I lately had in my bro- 
ther's wood. Whilst he waa detained in 
the house with business, I was enjoying a 
sweet evening in that solitary delightful re- 
tirement. Besides the concert of the littld 
birds, I had the thrush, the blackbird, tha 
wood-quest, all singing about me ; and that 
in such numbers, and with such a loud ex* 
nltation of joy,, as struck me with amaze- 
ment at the Great Creator's bounty to thosa 
little creatures. For what must that good. 
ness of his be, which, by all kinds of bles« 
sings which their nature was capaUe of 
receiving, had poured out such a profusion 
cf happiness upon them } — upon them, who, 
whilst they rejoiced in the favour, were yet 
insensible of the hand from whence it 
came 1 

But how was it then that I had met with 
such a shof^king scene of distress in my way 
hither. My brother's whole yard was filled 
with a crowd of miserable people waiting 
for his charity, whom the hardness of the 
Ute 
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l9,te and present season, efHdemic diBorders* 
^voiid a variety of other calamitous accidents, 
had visibly reduced to such a degree of 
wretchedness, that the most hardened of 
hearts must have been melted by such a: 
dismal spectacle ! Was not man, out of 
comparison, the more noble creature? Was 
he not, too, the only one that was sensible 
of the author of his being? And had he 
not, then, an unquestionable right to a better 
provision, and a greater share of happiness^ 
than these little animals could have any 
claim to? How was it then, that there 
should be such a profusion of God's bles- 
sings bestowed upon the one, of misery upon 
the other ; and this, not only at the present, 
but in all other times : man being, undoubt- 
edly, the most miserable creature in this 
world. Revelation only could solve all these 
difficulties : — man was &llen ; man ' must 
die; and man must live for «ver. Want, 
labour, sorrow, sickness, was in this view 
Decessary and fit for him in this world, bis 
state 
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State of trial ; and exemption from all mi- 
sery, an everlasting life, and a fullness of 
never-ending bliss, were the proper, and 
only proper, portion of the next. 

I know not how this may seem to others ; 
but, at the time, it struck me with a most 
full and pleasing conviction of these great . 
truths of Christiimity, and I am still of the 
same opinion. 

Believe me to be, with the greatest truth. 

Dear Sir, your' a, 8tc. 

Smyth Loptvs.. 
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TO MB. BICHABSSOH. 

Dublin, June to, 17.57. 
DEAR SIS, 

JL Am sorry to find by your's of the Qth, 
that your illness still continues upon you, 
with so little abatement. But possibly the 
soft and warm weather we have had for some 
tiffie past, may have made an alteration in 
your favour ; and I will hope that it has. 

Our weather has been more than usually 
clear and sunny with us for these two 
months past, but so extremely cold that 
there was no bearing it with safety, unless 
one was covered up as close with cloaths 
as in mid-winter ; and some of our gentle- 
men have perished by neglecting to do this. 
We have, by this means, had a putrid fever 
among us, which has in six days carried 
off 
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t^ a great , many people ; but, for these 
seven days past, we are got into soft, warm 
Tireather, with some very fine showers, that 
we hope will do some ^ood. 

I did always fear, from the known gene- 
rosity of Mr. Richardson's temper, that 
I should have some present offered to me ;* 
but as I had little or no trouble upon his 
account, and as I have not yet, and I am 
afraid shall not be able, to do him any ser- 
vice of consequence, I was determined not 
to accept of any present from him ; but 
there is no denying of it in the way that 
you have- oiFered it to me. My friend's 
own works, which I so much admire, and 
are o£Fered as a token of friendship by that 
esteemed friend, is a present that I accept 
of with the greatest pleasure, and do there- 
fore return you my most sincere thanks for 
them ; only I hope that you will allow me 
to keep up this friendly intercourse, by 

* On accoont of his assistance in ihe affair of ihe piracy. 

I a sending 
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sending you any thing good which cornea 
out here. 

I hope soon to meet our common friend^ 
^ehon, at Killian, my brother's country 
. place* The good man is very well ; and 
the distresses of his people by this hard 
season, have only served to shew forth his 
uncommon virtue. .He is very unhappily 
situated in one of the wildest counties in 
this island, where he has nothing but a col-i 
lection of very low working .people, and 
these, by the badness of the last harvest, 
and the destruction that a mighty storm 
made of their corn, have long since been 
driven to the greatest distress, without any 
one to help them but himself. To do this^ 
he forgave those who were poor (almost the 
whole of his parish) their tythe of last year ; 
he laid out what money he had to buy 
corn for them ; he borrowed twenty pounds, 
which was all he could get ; he sold off thir- 
teen pounds worth of his books, and he 
has sent four hundred volumes more (the 
1 only 
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only treasure he has) to Dublin, to be sold 
for them, and has left himself but about' 
two hundred more, which he cannot possibly,. 
do without. 

I will say nothing of your business till' F 
can give you a better account of it, only 

this, that I have got no answer from V , 

which puts me quite to a stand. 
I tun, dear Sir, with-tbe-greatesttrutbj. 
Tour most affectionate, 

humble Servant, 
SmVth Loptus. 
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TO MB. KICHARDSOir. 

i>ui/ii, Augusn, 1757. 
SBAa SIR, 

Upon my return to this town on Monday 
was sevennights, afler a three weeks stay in 
the country, I ibund at my house your most 
agreeable present of books. I had, indeed, 
all of your works before, except Pamela, 
which had been lost by lending them ta 
some ungenerous people. 

I did design to have informed you of this, 
by the very next post ; but whilst I was 
diverting myself with turning over to those 
places in Pamela which had before given 
me the greatest entertainment, I was irre- 
sistibly drawn in to read almost the whole 
of them over again ; and, in truth, have 
been so totally employed by them ever since, 
that I could not force myself from them to 
mind any thing else: and for this have I 
been sadly rated by the women of my own 
family. 
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i&mily, who have several'times jokied in a 
body against me^ complaining that theji^ 
couM get no-good of me' since I' got these 
books; that I might as well be at Jamaica 
for any company- I was to them ; that 
itwas'not to be suffered that I should go 
to- my study evwy evening, and much less 
to take up my boot after supper J andsevwal 
times have, they pulled- it out of my haudsj 
and once I was in danger of having the te^ 
table brought in upon me mth all their com- 
pany, if I had not saved myself by a ready 
oompliance.with their desires. 

I was disappointed in my hopes of meet* 
ing my friend Stelton at my brother's coun- 
try place; he wrote to me that he could 
not leave his poor people till the harvest 
was-come tn^.and in that mountainous and 
cold country that this would not be till the 
month-of September. He tells me that he 
has the extreme pleasure of nqt having 
one persoa lost in his parish, nor one family 
broke, by this dear and . starving season -; 
. I 4 and^ 
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and all this has he been enabled to do by his 
own slender means, and the additional 
bounty of about fifty pounds which he got 
from others, when he had a large district to 
take care of that was filled with a number 
of low and very poor people j and he was 
■forced to send twenty or thirty miles for the 
oatmeal which he distributed among them. 
A blessing this, which is not inferior to any 
m this world, and which I well know that 
my esteemed friend, to whom I am writing, 
will acknowledge to be so. And now I 
heartily congratulate you upon our deli- 
Terance from the late dreadful scardty, 
'which has> I hope, only served to bring 
■down the blessings of God upon us for our 
■charity, which has been so beneficially dis- 
played upon the occasion in both these 
'islands. 

Be assured that you have the most hearty 
■and fervent wishes for your welfare from 

Dear Sir, your most affectionate, 
humble Servant, 

Smyth Jjdftus. 
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TO MB. BICHARDSOM. 

September 18, 1757- 
SEAR BIB> 

XA.S soon as I got your last letter, I wrote 
to Mr. Skelton ; but I have not received an 
answer from him. He every year goes 
abroad for five or six weeks to divert himself 
among his friends ; and he is now out upon 
such an expedition. From the harvest's 
being now come in, and from his having 
lately refused such an oiFer as your's froia 
another gentleman, I judge that he will 
not accept the very generous and charitable 
donation,* which my most esteemed friend 
would fain press upon him. 

* A donation of ten guineas [^'"S ^^ '''^ moacj 
Mr. Loflus had recovered from Ihe Dublin booksellers) 
for the leiief of fail poor flock. 

1 5 You 
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You do not speak like yourself in sayi'ng- 
that you are ashamed of the many volumes 
you have wrote. They are matter of the 
highest glory to you. I will telfyou a story 
about your sweet girl Pamela. Our late 
Lord Chancellor, who was a man more 
remarkable for the goodness of his heart, 
than even for the abilities of his head, 
which were of the most exalted kind, was 
Eo struck with her htstoryj that he sat up 
reading it the whote night, although it wa» 
then the middle of term, and declared to 
his family he could not find in his heart 
to quit his book, nor imagined it to be sa 
fete by many hours. 

' I love you for your fears about the pro* 
testant religion, which at this time is in a 
most dangerous situation, to be sure. I 
hare always been taught (and find by a 
careful examination, that I have been justly 
taught) that it is indeed the true, genuine, 
ftnd pure, Christianity ; and that popery i^ 
a most heathenish and wicked perversion of 
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It ; and I therefore value it with an esteem 
which makes me tremble for it when I think it 
in any danger : but I will not make you and 
myself melancholy with my fears, which, 
after all, I trust in God are greater than 
they ought to be. 

If the Duke of Cumberland can preserve, 
himself and army this campaign, the King 
of Prussia has a possibility of being saved ; 
but if he be destroyed, nothing but a mi- 
racle can save the- latter, and our religion 
with him, from being quite undone.. 
I' am, dear Sir,. 
Your most affectionate, 

Kumble Servant, , 
Smyth Loptits,- 



16 
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TO MB. HICHARDSOIf. 



Dublin, 10 Feb. HSfc 



i. AM much concerned to find by your last 
kind letter to me, that your state of health 
is siill so bad : — we are beginning to grow 
very healthy here ; after a very sickly winter. 

There, is no person whose judgment is 
more to be relied upon in literary matters^ 
and therefore you may easily imagine how 
agreeable it was to me to have your ap- 
probation of my thoughts in my pamphlet. 

For many years past there, has been a 
spirit ofirreligion growing upon some of our 
people, and a manifest carelessness about it 
in all ; from which even our clergy are not 
entirely exempted; and from hence have our 
papists had such an advantage against us ; 
whose industry was equal to our neglect* 
that 
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that the protestant religion was rather declin- 
ing every day, than gaining new ftrength, till 
the charter schools came into our aid. And 
this I had such a sensible experience of in 
my own parish, where I found some families 
had been perverted, and to my extreme mor- 
Ufication, the greater part irretrievably sa, 
that the sense of those things brought 
that little book which my wife has sent you, 
and wluch I so rejcnce in; ^nee it has gained 
your approbatioD. 

Our mother country has often treated us 
very ill, and always to her own detriment. 
It is owing to a step of this kind, that 
France is now ^er rival in the woollen 
trade ; and I am much afraid that it has 
been owing to a most faulty neglect ia 
ourselves, that we have, by near one half, 
so many papists among us at present. The 
common people of this country- are naturally 
strong bodied and bold, like their neighbours 
of England ; but 'from a worse diet and 
lodging are better ^le to bear the fatigues 
of 
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of a military life, to which^ from a gresAet 
love of idleness and pleasure they are much 
more generally addicted ; and could our 
govemoient by any means gmn upon their 
aifections to make them like our service, 
and be faithful to it, they would never be at 
a loss for recruits, which now frequently 
happens both in the fleet and army^ 

Although I have still some hopes for us, as 
to-public aflairs, yet I have my terrors about 
tbem also. The late expedition to France^ 
and'Our behaviour in North America, shews 
such a bad spirit in our commanders of 
every kind, that I cannot help dreading the 
consequence of a war which must-be waged 
under the conduot of such men, however 
superior our natural strength may be to that 
of the enemy. But I will say no more upon 
this most disagreeaUe subject. 
. Believe me to be, with the greatest 
truth, &c. 

Dear Sir, 

ShTTB LOFTUt. 
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TO- US. RICHAHDSOJT. 
DBAS SIR> 

JLt is now about three months since I wrote- 
to ydu by a son of Lord Drogheda ; who- 
was going to London. 

I am in great hopes that the death of 
the late bishop of Clogher will be a real 
advantage to our friend Skelton. That 
gentleman grew to be' a great enemy to 
him, for no other reason but because 
he was not of his principles, and occa* 
sioned much disturbance to him from the 
heads of his parishioners ; but his succes- 
sor, Mr. Garnet, is of a quite different cha- 
racter ; and, as he has the general repute of 
a worthy man, I make no doubt but he will 
remove Skelton to a parish that will be fitted 
for 
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for the display of those extraordinary talents 
which God has hiessed him with. Our 
friend is adored by the lower rank of his 
people, but those few of the better sort 
who have injured him, are therefore irre^ 
concileable to him, and plague him as much 
as they can ; which to a mind so sensible as 
his is, gives a great deal of vexation. We 
are all here in high spirits upon the prospect 
of success which we have in our public 
affeirs this summer; but my joy arises from 
bence, that I am in hopes that we shall de- 
serve it better from the great Governor of 
the World, by becoming a reformed peeple. 
The character of the English nation was 
heretofore remarkable for a sober and fer- 
vent piety, and when that mun spring of 
corruption, court-influence is cut off, from 
whfence all our profligacy has been derived, 
I make iHi doubt but we shall again settle 
in our wonted regard for religion, and Mr. 
Pitt, to his immortal credit, seems to set hitn- 
«elf in opposition to this method of gov^ning, 
which. 
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which, till his timej has been the only one 
followed by our ministers for forty years 
paft. 

I wish you joy of the fine prospect which 
we again have of the return of plenty by 
a most promising harvest. We are ail well 
enough here. We have eleven pounds of 
bread for the Irish shilling. 

Believe me to be. 

Dear Sir, your's, 

SUTTH LOFTUS. 



TO MB. l^OrTUS. 

i/flJ/25, 1758. 

uVIy reverend and ever obliging fi-iend, Mr. 
Loftus, may be sure, that had I not been in 
s poor Way as to health and spirits, I should 
not have left unacknowledged, for so long a 
space, his favour of Februaiy last. 

I greatly deplore the spirit of irreligion 

that has so visibly gone out, and has spread 

itself 
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itself through these protestant kingdoms ; aod- 
stil! more the carelessness of professors, from 
whose laudable and true christian zeal, and' 
a blessing upon it, a cure only isto be ex- 
pected. What advantages must the activity 
of our ever-watchful enemies reap from this 
united depravation ! What must become of 
the flock, surrounded by wolves, whose 
shepherds keep no guard! But while the 
Roman catholic subjects of other protestant- 
powers, are true and faithful, and mostly so > 
from nationality, if I may so express myself,, 
is there an unhappy necessity for us to weaken^ 
our natural strength .so laudvas to-coonder.' 
all of that faith as enemies to our civil esta- 
blishment: in a word, as Jacobites? Can- 
not w^ in pursuance of the wise and mo- 
derate and christian measures laid down in 
}>our patriotic treatise make such a brave 
»nd. sturdy people,. if not immediately pro^ 
testants, patriots ; and active in bebalf ojf 
tiiose who pay them, and give than protec- 
tion, in .their civil concerna i. 

Othatf 



DyGoogle 



WITH THE SET. KE. LOPTUS. 18/ 

O that tfaemothercoQntry were wise^ and 
would give way to an enlarged spirit ! How 
jost is your remark, that cmr enemies of 
France owe to the narrowness of heart of 
former EngUsh ministers, the success <^ 
that formidable rivalry, with which they in- 
sult us ! 

Is there not a prospect that m the ap- 
proaching session of your parliament, some'- 
thing of so salutary a nature will be at- 
tempted ? Far be from my heart the shadow 
of an invidious reflection ! But let me ask^ 
would the King of Prussia, were he the 
sovereign of such a populous, such a hard/ 
and brave, people as the Irish, submit to such 
old customs, and prejudices, as make the ma- 
jority of them useless to themselves and him. 
Why is it necessary, in Ireland, any more 
than in Prussian Silesia, a conquered pro- 
vince, that a Roman catholic must be looked 
upon as an enemy to the government that' 
protects him ? I too well know from historji 
What may be said. But what an additional 
strength 
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Strength would unanimity bestow upon both . 
islands, could both sides meet in love and 
trust ? What wisdom in the measure of 
sending to America batallions of brave and 
hardy Highlanders I 

■ We know the advantage despotism has in 
great reformations (where the prince deserves 
to be called a sovereign) over a limited au- 
^ority : but despdtism must rest some- 
fvbere, even in republics; and cannot the 
Ihree estates, co-operating, do every thing 
necessary for the welfare of the whole people?" 
Wants there more in such a measure as that 
We have before us, than christian principles, 
christian moderation (which every side pro^ 
ftss) and love of country, to actuate evety 
heart, and unite every hand, in the common 
defence ? But how much better has my dear 
Mr. Loftus touched Ibis subject 1 

However our prospects seem, God be 
praised, to be amended; yet, have I my 
anxieties too, with you, about our public af- 
fairs — One sign^ defeat, which God feri>id I 
Majr 
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May 24, 1758. Just received your favour 
of the i6th. How very kind ! " About 
three months since," say you. True, indeed, 
and were not my apology above, too just, I 
would now most ingenuously cake shame to 
myself. 

You rejoice me, Sir, in the hopes yea 
give, that our worthy Mr. Skelton is likely to 
6nd his account, in his deserved ease and 
quiet, from a late event. Poor Dr. Clayton I 
inimical man ! Persecutor to his power ! 
But he is gone ! I will say no more of him. ' 

My best respects to your good lady ; and 
to our worthy friend, Mr. Skelton. 

I am, with true affection, 

Your's, &c. 

S. RiCHABDSON. 
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TO HB. RICHARDSON. 

Dublin, Nov. 23, 1758. 

SBAB SIR, 

A.LL my pleasing expectations of meeting 
my friend Sltelton in the -country this last 
summer were disappointed. I need not say 
how much to my regret. There has been a 
long intimacy between us, ever since we 
were together in the college, and by a series 
of mutual good offices, it has grown into a 
settled friendship. I was detained so long 
in town by various accidents, that, when I 
went down, his time was over, andhecould not 
then come to mc ; we have not met for some 
years, and now .he writes me word that he 
Relieves we shdl never have a meeting in this 
world. I was in hopes to have sent you the 
good news that he was removed to a more 
ipleasant and profitable situation, and one that 
was fitter for his great talents. His bishop 
has had -a good parish vacant ibr some time, 
And 
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-and I hoped that it was designed for hini» 
but I have been mistaken. He has Another 
scheme in bis view, which T am sorry for. 
The poor man's health is, I know, much in- 
jured by his low spirits. A continual appli- 
cation to study is impossible to man, and he 
has not a soul in his parish, or within ten 
of your miles, to converse with, and he will 
sooner die among his people than leave than 
to the care of another. 

There is not, I am persuaded, a better 
parish minister upon earth ; and you will, I 
believe, think with me, that X can hardly 
give hira a greater character. 

Your notion of my brother's wood is too 
high ; but it is a pretty little thing and I 
will describe it to you; It lies about half 
an English mile from his house, the way 
■to it through beautiful rtieadows, enclosed 
with old qui'ck~sets, and forest trees planted 
in a range within themi one walk is c^)ei^, 
with a little river mostly in view, the other is 
on the tops of the double ditches, quite shaded 
aod 
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and sheltered both from the wind and sun: 
The wood is of sixteen English acres, cut 
into broad and open, and serpentine and closCf 
walks ; there is a pretty temple jn it ; a bowl- 
ing green ; many seats and arbours ; a small 
living ftream trembling through it in five or 
BIX little falls ; and a river running by the end 
of it ; and all kept in the neatest order : add 
to this, that the master of the family is a man 
of sense and virtue, who keeps a most exceU 
lent table, and has constantly a profusion of 
the best fruits in their season, and then you 
will know what pleasure I proposed in hav- 
ing my dear friend spend some weeks with ' 
me in this place, and what a disappointment 
it was to me to miss of his company. 

I almost forgot to tell you that the ex- 
pectation of sending jou an account of Mr. 
3keIton'3 preferment, made me delay for 
some weeks, the returning an answer to your 
last agreeable letter. ' 

I am, dear Sir, your's, 

Smttk Loftus.. 
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Tub Rev. Mk. SKELTON 

Mh. RICHARDSON. 



TO HB. KICHABDSON. 

MojMghan, }4a\f 47, 174$. 
UT DBAa F8IEND 

CHOULD much soono- have beard from 
me, had any thing relating to him or me 
occurred, that was worthy of our friend- 
ship : but my whole time, * since I left 
I^ndon, hath been spent in travelling from 
thence to Dublin, from Dublin to the north 
of Ireland, from the north to Dublin, and 
back again, in getting my hookas, bound 
vo^. V. K and 
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and delivered, in picking up my little pence 
for those books, and in an hundred other 
perplexing affairs; together with about a 
thousand visits, which my long absence 
from n^ duty and my acquaintances un- 
avoidably brought upon me. However, I 
have not, in the hurry of matters relating 
immediately to myself, been altogether un- 
mindful of such as concerned my friend. 
I took a natural occasion of insinuating 
\vhat I thought necessary lo Dean Dclany 
about his account; I don't mean that I 
mentioned that account to him, for that 
would have had thg look pf a complaint 
made by one of his friends to-another ; but 
that I prepared the way for the discharging 
that account, as soon as it shall be tendared 
by the -creditor, from w^om it will come 
with a better grace, th^i from any third 
person, who cannot speak of it without 
giving the Dean to understand that he is 
debtor, only because his performances were 
not sufficiently called for ; and what is al- 
most 
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vnoA as liad, that Mr. Richardson had in- 
timated as much to the Dean'^s friend. The 
Dean and his lady are now at Bath, and will 
«pend a year in England, chiefly about 
London. 

As to Faulkner, 1 had some chat with 
liim about Clarissa, in which he complained 
of the public, and, to say the truth, I now 
l)e]ieve with some reason ; for that ad- 
mirable work is pitched above the -common 
4aste ; yet sure I am, he mast have made 
pretty well by it, and ought to pay the 
very moderate sum that was promised, to 
which end -I think the author ougat, with- 
out ceremony, to demand it. 

As to , he is still in very good cir- 
cumstances, if a man can be said so to be, 
who hath a great deal of other men's ef- 
fects in his hands. His privilege protects 
htm in parliament time; and at all other 
times he skulks in the Isle of Mann, where 
nothing is to be come at, but such chattels 
as he may have with him in the island. Mr. 
K a Tborhpson 
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Hiompson will ran him to an outlawry { 
wad, if it is thought expedient, I will oukc 
a trip to the island, and try what may be 
done through the bishop's credit and au-r 
thority there, as welt as by other st^ that 
may be taken when I am on tht spot. 

I know nothing in this world that could 
give me so much pleasure as causing ju^ios 
to be done to the man who hath been so 
good a friend to me-: but, whether we suct 
ceed or fail in our other endeavours, tn 
eerve our friends, thwe is one in which w? 
cannot be disappointed ; I mean Uiat pro- 
posed by my dear friend> in soliciting Divine 
Providence for each other's happiness. 

We may hurt our friends by the good 
we ignorantly attem[A to do them ourselves ; 
but, if we can by any means move the Al- 
mighty God, who <lelight8 in charity, to 
a longer continuance of his patience and 
pity towards them, in that case our friends- 
ship, conducted by a wisdom that cannot 
err, and supported by a power that cannot 
, be 
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be asasted, most be secure of success with* 
out alloy. Let us therefore moke religion 
the cement, and God the center, of our 
aiFection ; and let us never forget to pray 
for each other. 

Cuuld I touch the heart Iil;e the author 
of Clarissa, I would tell him, in ternu like 
his own, how DMich and how tenderly 
I am his, 

Phil. Skelton. 
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TOMB. 5KELT0N* 

Feb. 10, niQ-5(K. 

i OUR kind' solicitude, n^ dear and* 
worthy friend, for me and imne, deserve*, 
my earliest and most grateful returns. 

Most heartily L thank you for your hint» 
of the vegetable diet : I have reason to hava 
a very great opinion of it myself. I wilt 
propose it ; and support the proposal with, 
my weight. The instance you give me, in. 
your httle patient, charms me;- as well for 
the sake of the young unknown, as for 
an eiamf^ to my good girl. 

I have the pleasure to tell you, from an< 
mgenioua friend at Cambridge, that your 
book is in high reputation theie. In other- 
places, I have heard you found fault with' 
for personal severity, especially on the- 
Bishop of Winchester. 

People 
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People will have different sentiments, 
you know. 

You have heard of (perhaps so) 0r. Midi- 
dleton's Attack on Bishop Sherlock's Book 
of Prophecies. He seems determined nei- 
ther to suffer the primitive fathers to rest ii> 
their graves, nor the father of the church 
to be quiet on the bench. If is supposed- 
he is governed by resentment, that his great 
merits were not rewarded with a s6at among 
them. I wish Mr. Skdton, who has ar 
name with all sound and good men among 
US, would take him in hand, if he .find 
room for it : Bishop Sherlock, I dare say,. 
would think himself obliged to you ; and 
what you should do, would be a fresh, ad- 
vertising of your book. How glad,, could 
it be an introduction^ to bring you among us ! 
We are, I doubt, a worse people than you 
in Ireland are; at least, have worse among 
us. And what more extended good migiit 
your preaching and your example do here I 

I have just lost my dear and excellent- 
K 4, hearted 
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hearted friend, Mr. Hill, author of Gideon, 
I vas present at seme of hia last scenes ; 
my nerves can witness that I waa. I am 
endeavouring to find opportunities to shew 
my regard to his memory, by my good 
offices to three excellent daughters, who, 
fbr their filial piety, merit all praise, and 
for tbdr other nerits, deserve to be the 
care of all wito know them. I am, my dear, 
wulby, and reverend Friend, 

Most cor^ally your**, 
whilst 
S. RicHAissoir. 
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TO HB. RtCHABDSOK. 



Pedego, juar EnniskilUn, 
March 5, 17M. 



X OU will hardly forgive roe, when I tell 
you, that my not answering your kind letter 
of so long a time was owing to my not be- 
ing able to get a frank, and that I now write 
because Lord Orrery is on this side the wa- 
ter. But, why should you be angry with 
me for this } Ought I not to spare a pocket 
to which I have been so much obliged ? or, 
have I ten-pence worth of any thing to say 
now I do write ? 

The probability of Clarissa's recovery 
would have g^'ven me an unspeakable plea- 
sure, had not I been told, at the same time, 
that her dear and worthy father bad the 
K 9 death 



DyGoogle 



202 BET. MB.. SKELTOir 

death of a. brother and an increase of his- 
own disorders to bear down his too delicate- 
spirits. If you could take mustard, now 
and then a glass of oH claret, and ride, I 
should be in less pain for yott than I am; 
God grant, when I next hear from you, ife 
may be more to my comfort and satisfaction! 
All I can do in the mean time is to solicit 
Heaven for you as often and" as fervently as 
I do for myself. Would to God I could be 
near you, that I might now and then put 
you on those methods I have so happy, re- 
course to myself in the like aliments, which 
press heavier on me in my present lonety si*- 
tuation than they could do any where else in 
the world. I have a parish, worth about one 
hundred and sixty pounds yearly, but peo- 
pled with the most ignorant and barharou* 
of all his majesty's subjects. The country 
is beautiful, but the people shockiag. 

It is not a little grievous to be banished 
from all one's friends to a place where no new 
ones, nor even a single conversable acquaint- 
ance 
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ance is to be found, I have had a violent 
fever since I came hither, and every week 
get a fresh cold, which always falls on my 
spirits ; however, Grod be praised, I bear up' ■ 
better than I hoped to do ; and, what helps 
me not a little, the docility of my ignorant 
flock affords me some prospect of doing- 
good. 

I hear the second edition of my book is 
published, and do most heartily wish it may 
go off honest Mr. Millar's hands as fast as- 
he can co'unt the money for iK 

My most affectionate respects to good' 
Mrs. Richardson and my young friends, par- 
ticularly my dear patient, and to Mr. Mil- 
lar and the ladies. I am, dear Sir, with alE 
the ■tenderness of a real friend. 
Your most obliged 

and most affectionate" 

Phil. Skelton^ 



%si ■ 
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TO THE BET. UB. SKBLTOH* 



Lfftidmi^ March ZS^ 1751. 



HY KEV. AMD SEAK FRtlMD, 



Indeed you are very cutpabre to forbear 
giving, for such a poor reason, to me whO' 
value you as I do, the satisfactioii of hearing 
from you. Let me beg of you to suppose 
me on the dreary spot with you ; arid as then, 
you will have no Other person i^ar you that 
will be tolerably conversable, I shall hope to 
have you all to myself; and then what you 
would say to me, if present, that write ; and 
you will greatly oblige me. — Never, never 
more mention franks to' me, I.beseechyou. 
Do you put our friendship at so low a rate as 
— I cannot say, even after you, I cannot say 
ten-pence. 

The probability of my poor girFs recovery 
is not so great as you kindly wish, and you 

wiu 
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will believe I am aifected by her unhappy 
malady. 

As to myself, I am not worse than I hare 
been for three months past, in which I have 
had a great increase of my nervous trem- 
blings, catchings, and dizziness. As to 
.riding, I must not, at my timeof life> think 
of overcoming a dislike that I never, either 
as boy or man, could conquer. But I have 
a great opinion of mastard. Be pleased to 
give me your process as to that. 

Would to Grod, indeed, that you could 
be near us ! Yoii must do good wherever 
your lot is cast ; but most heartily do I 
wish your oppcutunities of this kind better 
suited to your gwius and liking I I wish 
also that I could not say, that we have worse 
people about u$ than those by whom you 
are surrounded : judicially wicked ; and 
who might possibly be mended by so good 
a liver, and so forcible and so earnest a 
preacher, as Mr. Skelton ; while ignorance 
may be a plea for the poor souls you are 
among 
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Mfiong at the- final reckoning. With Be*- 
lief and practice you can, by the grace or 
God, inspire them. It is. a sad thing to say, 
that knowledge and learning do not secure 
spiritual duties. I congratulate you on the 
docility of your poor people. You will be 
sn apostle among, them. But yet I am self- 
ish enough to wish a man of your talenta 
might have an opportunity to enlarge his 
sphere of action among us ; and I can the 
rather indulge this selfishness, as your power 
of doing good would be thereby conseq^aen- 
tially augmented. 

I have not heard one word of our Mr- 
Thompson. I did not think I could have 
beea so totally forgotten by him. Can you,, 
dear Sir, put my affairs in any good way ?. 
You have a plenipotentiary power to do 
'whatever you please in it. 

My wife, my giile, particularly my Nancy, 
desire their kindest and gratefuUest respects- 
to you. Believe me to be,, my dear, my 
good, my reverend, friend,, 

most cordially your 

S. RiCHABDSON. 
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«0 MR BICHARDSON* 



Fedego^ May 10, 1751- 
HT DEAR FBIEHD^ 

X Will no more keep silence forten-pencci. 
if I have any thing worth a farthing to say ; 
and I hope a few words in Mr. Millar's letter, 
on which I intend to touch, at the end of this, 
will furnish me with matter for an useful, 
correspondence. 

t cannot express to you the concern I feel, 
for the dear little girl, whom I protest t 
love with an affection very near that of a 
parent. But what hath a mind so extremely 
delicate to do in so rugged a world ? Or 
why should she be long banished among 
minds like ours from the society, of angels, 
the ottLy beings that are made like herself ? 
I could 
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I could nish it would please God to prolong 
her life, that she might exemplify to the 
world, all those amiahle gifts and graces that 
we see hudding in her oDly, and can £nd no 
where else, hut in books of imagination. If 
God pleases to exalt her to the perfection 
and happiness of superior be^gs, do not, 
my dear friend, grieve or repine at his good- 
will to her. Even natural affection often 
makes us too hold in our wishes. As to a 
wish that this most admirable creature should 
live, I question whether it is not a wish in- 
compatible with the very nature of things, 
it seeming impossible that such sensibility 
^ould be found in a body less tender and 
delicate. 

It is with inconceivable delight I find in 
Mr. Millar's letter, that you are labouring 
on your good man. Go on, my dear friend, 
and friend to mankind. May God give you 
strength and spirits to finish what you have 
begun. Take a few friendly hints from one 
whose very soul loves you, and gasps for diJs 
new 
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new bdp to a better Y^ than he hath yet 
been able to exhibit to the eyes of his master. 

As to yourself, take time now and then to 
In-eathe and recruit your flpiriCs, as well tU 
to review and correct the produce of the last 
week or month. 

As to your good man, I need not bid 
you christen him ; but I would willingly see 
him as good a Christian, as a fine gentleman 
can be. I don't mean that the two characters 
are in the least inconsistent, for I am sure the 
latter is impossible without the former ; but 
I mean that he should appear on all occa- 
sions to act, and suffer, upon Christian prin- 
ciples ; that he should fast and pray, but not 
fast every day, nor pray every hour. The 
devotional part of Pamela's character was a . 
little too much chained, that o£ Clarissa 
somewhat too little, till towards her death. 
I wish to see the present warm in that respect, 
but duly tempered ; that he may be rather i 
Christian hero than a saint. 

het him sufier according to the prediction 
- ' of 
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of Plato, and the dbscription of Seneca^ fa 
lactantius, and that greatly, both in respect 
to the severity of the suffering, and the man- 
ner of bearing it. Your good man will he 
out of nature^ if he is not persecuted : nay^ 
he will be no very good man, i£ the world 
do not ^ve him this testimony. 

Take your characters and incidents front- 
real life, rather than from books, that your 
work may be new, and not the copy of a 
copy. Be free with the good or bad now on 
the stage, but under feigned names and dis- 
guises, that the world may feel as it reads* 

■ Above all, consider the bulk, of your read- 
ers, how grossly attached they are to facts, 
and adventtiresj.and be sure to enliven the per- 
formance with plenty of subordinate events, 
all conspiring, and leading to the grand, 
event oi; catastrophe.. The main stem of 
your story may now and then branch intO' 
episodes ; but take care that every twig 
grow as naturally out of the tree, and bear 
83 much fruit, as in Clarissa^ 

Ibope 



DyGoogle 



\VI;TH KCS. BICHA&DSOir 2:M 

I hope you intend to give us a bad woman, 
expensive, imperious, lewd, and at last a 
dranimer. This is a fruitful and a necessary 
subject, which will strike, and entertain to 
« miracle. You are so safe already with the 
s«c, that nothing you can say of a bad wo- 
man will hinder your being a favourite> es- 
pecially if now and then, when your she-devil 
is most a devU,, you take occasion to remark 
how unlike she is to the most beautiful, or, 
modest, or gaitle» or polite, part of the 
creation. 

I am far from thinking you will take this 
freedom of mine ill ; yet considering how 
great a master I am writing to, my affection, 
which dictates this, can hardly excuse itself 
to my prudence. 

My most affectionate respects to good 
Mrs. Richardson, and, to my young friends, 
particularly to my dear little Nancy. 
I am, dear Sir,. 

with the most tender aiFection,your'6„ 

Phil. Skeltok. 
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TO THS HBT. ilH. SKBLTOIT. 

Ztmdtm, Feb. Id, 1758. 

W ILL my dear and reverend friend for- 
give the long silence of one who loves hira^ 
as well as if he wrote to him every poat ? 
But, if he does, I can hardly forgive my- 
self. The latter end of last November, thd 
20th instant, I think, is the date of your 
last. — Fie upon me I — And yet between bu- 
siness, writing, and indisposition, I have 
something to say for myself to myself, 
^ough nothing to you, but of my shame. 
' My poor ^rl remans much as she was 
by my last. She desires her most thankful 
compliments to you for your ever paternal 
kindness to her, in your afiectionate remon- 
brances and prayers for her. I thank you, 
my 
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ny dear friend, for your agreeib]e warmth 
ia relation to the bad woman to be in-» 
grafted in my story. You say, " Yon conid 
help me on this subject greatly, and that 
you have a dozen female devils to paint 
from, whom you would fince to nt for me, 
in all the horrors of infernal features ; who, 
if rightly taken off, Would preach up virtue 
to the fair sex, beyond my Pamela's, Cla- 
rissa's, &c.** 

I demand your assistance, my dear Mr. 
Skelton : assemble your dozen devils, and 
take them off for me ; and if I can ingraft 
them in my story, down they go. And pray 
favour me ^)eedily, though I have been so 
remiss. 

I wish I could have consulted you, my 
dear friend, in my new work. 

I rgoice with you on Mr. Thompson's 
happy situation and prospects. 

Is there no call, no business, no induce- 
ment, that could bring you and him once 
more among us ? 

But 
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But tell me, are you comfortable in y(H» 
situation ? Have you been able to trans- 
Cinn any of your brutes into men and wo- 
men ? Have you any conversable pojplc 
among you ? 

Your Iiappiness, my good Sir, will add to 
that of 

Tour ever afiectionate 

S. RiCHAHDSON' 



To 
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TO MB. aiCHARDSOir* 

Pedego, near BnniskUlen^ 
yu/yl5, 1752. 
DEAB SIBj 

A Have been too long in your debt ; but 
i would not write till I could say something 
of an afiair tkat is likely to force me out of 
my parish, or bury me ia it. After three 
months soliciting citations f^nst parishi- 
oners who subtracted tythe of com and hay 
■from me, I, with much ado, obtained them. 
But as I could not affi)rd to sue all the sub- 
.tractors, I singled out, what I thought, two 
'parties-; one, a single landholder ; the other, 
fflx joint or under-tenants to one holding, 
with one individual tythiog; and ^1 alike 
refusing the tythe of com and hay. This 
Matter party the court hath split into ax par- 
ities, and saddled me with ux causes ; al- 
thoiig^ 
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tboa^ my advenaries take on no defence 
and conwquently are not a penny out of 
pocket. Soj £Kr, I have seven causes where 
I thought I had but two ; six of which are 
for thirty shiUings worth of tythes^ and cost 
tnc near four pounds evay court-day. My 
bishop says, he will have alt causes so ma- 
naged in his court ; but advises me to drop 
!«■ the inesent my six causes, and to go for> 
ward with the jingle cause, while the r^s- 
ter jwomises to demand no more fees till 
|he coats are recovered by writ from the 
people sued; which will not fa^pen, I be> 
lieve, on this side of doomsday ; for they are, 
in all respects, a desperate and lawless peo- 
file» who are every day seiuliiig me threaten- 
ing messages, by which I am to understaud, 
that if I proceed to extremities, I may ex- 
pect to have my throat cut, or the house 
burnt over my head. In this goodly dtua> 
tion is your tiiend, opjnesaed by the court, 
cheated and threatened by a barbarous peo- 
ple, and without a angle friend, or even 
convers- 



DyGoogle 



IXfi. XICHXISSOH. 21 T 

conversable neighbour, within less thaa ten 
long miles of him. ' 

My debts and law-suits oppress me : the 
infinite villainy and cruelty I meet with from 
^every -mortal I have to do with, fret and 
-ehock me : and the mehincholy reflection, 
that I deserve ten thousand times more at 
the hand of God, bids me fear the farther 
cfiects of God's displeasure. 

These things so harass me, that t can 
no longer think coolly of controversies on 
i«ligious subjects. I read Lord Boling- 
broke's third letter in relation to the autho- 
rity of the Old Testament history* It is so 
iuU of wilful lies, and so weak every way, 
Ihat it needs not an answer. Our bishop, 
iiowever, says, it is the shrewdest attack yet 
made on Christianity. 

J have not in^ny work taken the least no- 
lice of him, or his essay ; but I hope I have 
given full proof of the principles contrary 
to his. What I intend to publish, is so 
many sermons as will make two volumes in 

VOL. V. L octavo ; 
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octavo' : the first, controversial ; and the se- 
cond, practical. The first volume is nearly 
ready for the press ; but my present chagrin 
will not suffer me to go on as I hoped to do. 
If I live to finish this work to my mind, I 
trust it will -do good ; for I have taken in- 
finite pains to secure the fundamentals, and 
hope I haye. done it both satisfactorily and 
agreeably. As my bishop is not to be con- 
sulted about this work, nor leave to he ask- 
ed for a trip to London, 2 intend to send - 
you the MS. that you, and my good friend 
Mr. Porter, may dispose of itfor me in such 
a manner, if possible, as to. procure me a 
little help in my diiHcuIties. 

Do not, however, imagine I am about to 
send a crude performance, merely because 
I am in want of money ; for I am mistaken, 
if this work will tiot better deserve the pub- 
lic approbation than the former. However, 
I shall not take it on myself to judge ; but 
you and your friends shall sit on the Dis- 
courses, and pronounce their sentence. — 
Alas I 
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Alasi I fear no man's' judgment so much as 
4hatof the Bishop of London, yCt I could 
wish he would be at the pains of a review, 
that I might be in no -doubt about the fate 
of my work. 

As to the design of a wedtly paper, my 
tboQghtsare too much oppressed and dissi- 
pated to give any help in it, though I have 
thought much in that way, and had for a 
Jong time a scheme for such a work in my 
head, with -a resolution some time or other 
to execute it, if ever it should be my fortune 
to settle in London or Dublin. If against 
next winter I can recover my spirits, and 
return to myself again, I shall gladly lend 
an helping hand to -m good a design, pro- 
vided I find lam the meanest hand concern- 
ed. Let it not "be attempted, if tlie very 
best pens are not engaged. 

As to the Moravians, they are a sect de- 

cended, as I take It, from the visionary pro- 

|jhets of Moravia and Bohemia, that made so 

great a noise in the world from l6l6 to 1 66o. 

L a They 
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They are here called Swadlers, and do n(tt 
much abound, excepting in Dublin. I know 
nothing particular of iheir tenets. They 
are, in appewance, great enthusiasts,* but, 
in reality, great cheats. 

They pretend to see every thing ; such as 
the soul of one man, still alive, in heaven, 
and the soul of another, still alive, in bdl, by 
theeye of fiiith. 

I hope in your next I shall hare a good 
account of your health. I vri^ it heartily, 
as it is all you want to makt you as useful ffi 
you are good. -God bless and preserve you, 
and your family. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Tour most aflectionate Friend 
and Brother, 

Phil. Skblton. 
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TO']«a. BICBABDSOir. 

Pedegoynear EnniskiUw^ 
Dec. 28, 1152. 

WT DBAS FBIK»p> 

X Hbabtilt thaidt yoD^ and Dt-. Witsoif^ 
to whom my beat respects, for the informa* 
lion contained in your la^t. It hath enabled' 
me to oblige a- family I greyly regard, and- 
will prevent their involving themselves in 
Ihiitless expences. 

I am glad to hear your work is what yo* 
eall long, I am excessively impatient to see 
it. And shall certainly think it too short, ai 
I did ClarisBa, although it shouM run out 
mto seven foliosi The worid will think so 
too, if it is sufficiently l«tled with &cts, in* 
eidents, adventures, &c. The generality of 
readers are more taken with the driest nar- 
L-3 »tlve 
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rative of ^cts, if they are facts of any imv 
portance, than with the purest sentiinent5>. 
and the noblest lessons of morality. Now^ 
though you write above the taste of. the 
many, yet ought it not to be, nay, is it not^ 
yoar chief design, to benefit the many ? But 
how can you cure their mental maladies, if" 
you do not so wrap up your physic as- to 
make it pass their palates ? I know of no- 
thing more unpalatable to most men than 
moralifcy a»d reli^on. They will- Itot^ ge 
down, if they are not either well peppered 
and salted with wit, or all alive from end to 
end wHh action. Therefore stuiFyoiir works 
with adventures, and wedge in events by 
way of primings, especially when wit and 
htimouF happen to be scarce, as sometimes 
they will be ; for a man cannot have them 
for calling. They come like the rivers, with- . 
out calling, or come not at aU. But it is no 
hard matter to invent a story when you 
please. I am glad you have a bad woman, 
but sorry she does not shew herself. J& this 
natural i 
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natural ? Did you-ever know a bad woman 
rtiat did not make a figure in her way ? No, 
no; the devil always takes care that his con- 
lessors of that sex canonize themselves. 

As to my work, sickness hath retarded its 
birth ; but when it does come to light, I 
fear I shall not be- my own midwife ; that is, 
that I shall not be so happy as to attend it 
to London. 

My dear little Clarissa ! I am glad she 
promises to live, because I know not whethel: 
there lives so-exquisite a creature. 

My best respects attend good Mrs. Rich-i- 
ardson, and my young fi-iends,- particularly 
your Nancy, and my Clarissa, as also ou» 
good friends in the Strand. I am. 
With the greatest affection 
and sincerity, 

Youra,, 

BhiL. SklCTOK.^ 
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TO UB. BICUABDSON^ 

Pcdego, Aug. 1, 1753. 
MY OEARFItlENBj 

JL OU conclude your-Iast letter with saying;,. 
" Forgive me my shameful silence." Set 
mine over igainst it, and we are even; fop 
I believe mine hath been ^ long» tbengh no.b 
BO shameful. The summer hath brought 
me worse health than the winter, and forcedi 
me ta ride almost ever since the beginning- 
of May so constaBtly, that unless I could: 
have written on the back of a trotting horse^ 
I could scarcely have found means to make ~ 
out a letter ; besides, my spirits were always 
So low> that two lines were as much as they 
would yield in the twenty-four hours. I am 
heartily glad you had not sa melancholy an 
excuse. 
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excuse, and do botl^ pray and hope you 
never will. I am really impatient on two 
heads. First, I earnestly desire to know hoir 
my dear -little friend of North End'doos* 
you told me in your last, that her< state of - 
health afforded hopes. Is she now quite 
well 7 In the nest place, I desirttto-koow 
how soon yoilr tuw performatice is> likely to 
entertain me in my miserable solitude; It i» 
impossible for me to tell you- how mu<^-I 
long to see it- 

As to my- Dlseonrses,. T have done almost 
alt I can: ti^ perfect them, and do in tend j 
God. willing; to carry them to Dublin about 
the hitter end of next month, that they may 
be revised by Dr. Leland^ and some other 
men of judgment, and that L may be deter- 
mined how to dispose, of them. Probably 
I shall send thton over to you, in ordee to 
hwte them printed for myself, on, the ' 
strength of such encouragements as I. hare 
reason to expect on both sides of the water. 
Alderman Porter, my very good friend, will- 
J. 5 I be. 
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I believe, give me all the assistance he cam. 
There are others alsa whom I depend on.. 
As to Dr. Wilson, ht geew ticed. of my cor-; 
respondence, and bath not written to lue; 
during something more than a year. How- 
ever I have written to him, as-well as to Mr.. 
Porter, and you will be so good as to forward- 
the letlers, and to fevour me with your ad^ 
vice as to the management of the publica- 
tion. My Discourses are of such a nature^ 
that I verily believe, little as seranons are 
now read, they will be inquired, after. How- 
ever, as soon as a great man or two neaz 
you have seen them, it will be the easier to 
foresee their fate. I intend the Bishop of 
London, or the Bishop of Oxford, perhaps 
both, shall see at least the controversial part 
of them in manuscript. If they qsprovey, 
they cannot fail to please others. 

For God's sake, let us not dwindle into 
annual correspondents ; and the rather, as I 
cannot hope ever to be happy in a personal 
conversation with my dear friend. To Loo- 
don 
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dbn r cannot go; but you and yours shall- 
never be forgotten in the beat wishes and; 
warmest prayers of. 

Dear Friend, 
Your ever grateful and affectionate 

pHlL; SkELTON. 

P. S. My best respects to good Mrs.. 
Richardson and my young friends. 



TO THE BEY. MK. SKELTOK- 

March My 1754. 

1 Am very much grieved' my reverend, and' 
dear friend,, that you. should impute to me- 
either indifference or delay in your servics. 
The distance between us is the only cause 
of the unhappy appearance as- to me ; I 
writing to you, you to me, on the subject, 
and neither i^ceiving in time the proper 
Xi.6j answers 
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an&wers to his letters. Then yon were (or 
some time whoUy in Dr. Wilson's hands- 
I really bdieve the Dr. did his beet to serve 
you, for some time at least ; aiid he was- 
not a little eoneemed for your interest, s& 
he said, that yon gave him no time to con- 
sult and engage his friends in your cause.. 

O my dear and reverend friend !' how am 
I grieved fpr that deplorable lowness, whieb 
most unkindly subjects me to your cen- 
sure, and makes you think such vehement 
conjurings of me necessary. X have not met 
with any thing (the whole Irish invasion was 
nothing to it !) that has so much disturbed 
me, as that my friend, Mf; Skelton, shoultt 
suspect me guilty of ingratitude or indif- 
ference to him and hia affairs, even had he- 
Dot so wannly and kindly as he has done> 
engaged himself in mine. 

God preserve your life, and restore you 

to health and spirits ! and this for my sake, 

as well as your own ; and for the world's 

sake. What a misfortune is the distance we 

are 
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are- at from each other ! You could not; 
when you' wrote the truly melanchcJy letter 
before' me^ have- received some of mine>' 
Every thing, in such' an affair as this, can- 
not he managed as we wish. It should not) 
have been two months^ before Dr. Wilson^ 
and rhad met, had not the whole at' that 
time depended, by your desire, on him to 
Ti^om' the MSS. irate con^gned, and not* 
en me. I am sorry you twahave so much 
misunderstood each other. People referred. 
to wilt proceed in their own way. He may 
have his faults ; but he osuld haye< served: 
you. Mr. Millar and Mr. Johnstcm de- 
clined concern, except the former^ upon the 
terms 1 mentioned to you. Thank God, 
my own heart reproaches me not of being 
either ungrateful or aegligcnt in your af- 
fair. By this time^ you wilt have before you 
letters of mine, which I presume you had 
not received on the 18th of February. On 
the eth of February I had the MSS. sent me 
by- Dr. Wilson^ and not befca:et 

X Toa 
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Tou can easily conceive and expect ; but;, 
my dear Sir, no press can keep pace with 
your expectations* Difficulties will arise. 
There have been some, from your great 
quantity of matter. Little did I know or 
imagine, that my dear friend had such- a; 
weight of despondency on his mind. I hope 
in God, you have not been, that you are not, 
in so unhappy a way as the friend you write- 
to* 

By the beginning of May you expect co^ 
pies of perfect books. Upwards of sixty closie 
printed sheets to be done in so few weeks-!. 
Dear Sir, what an expectation ! Do not,, 
by your impatience (and may I not almost 
say, despondency ?) suspect the zeal-for your- 
service of a heart devoted to ih 

All' that is possible to be done for it, I will' 
do. I will, if you think fit, make for you new. 
proposals lo Mn Millar j but nottill your- 
nest commands. For he gave me the former- 
mentioned terms, as his ultimatum. 

I repent not that I took not Faulkner's 
seventy 
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seventy guineas; I am surprized that you- 
wish I had as he acted. But, let the affair 
take its course. My principal grief' will be^ 
and isj that I have given seeming cause tc^ 
BiygoodMp. Stelton, to-suspect thefriend- 
ship, yea, the gratitude, of a man whd wilK 
ever think himself under obligation to his> 
friendship^ and who will ever he his 
affectionate and faithful, Sec. 

S-RlCHARDSONi 



TO' MB. RICHABDSOir. 

March IQ, 1754;. 

UT DEAR FRIEND,. 

X OUR last which was no date- but that 
of the 7th instant, put on it in the London 
post-ofiice,. came to me on Friday last> and 
made me ver^ uneasy. What shall, I. say. ? 
The 
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Hie unfortunate accidents atten<Ung mjr af^ 
Airs and the untoward muiagement of it in- 
the hands of one friend (O t why should I calE 
Him so ?) hath given me occasion to chaige 
another with neglect, who is really my 
IViend. This charge grieves him and re> 
bounds upon mj'self with double bitterness^- 
I gave Dr. Wilson and you full power to do 
with my worit what you thought fity- only 
still insistii^ that all possible dispatch should 
bemadeuse of in the- publication, whether 
for a bookseller or mysetf. This cmly reser- 
vation I made out of the fiill authority given. 
Had' Dr. Wilson when he found no book- 
seller willing to be>eonceniedj plainly^ told, 
me- my work was good for nothing ; ofj 
thinking otherwise of it, had he revised some 
part ©f it, and puf it to the press on my. 
earnest and repeated intreaties, and so gone' 
on with the rest ; or had you, my dear friend, 
on the like intresties', and on the like indif- 
ference of the booksellers, proceeded hi tim^ 
to print i I should have had no cause of ud> 
easiness ;; 
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easiness^; for in that case I should have been 
now employed in disposing of my copies, 
while both dties are crowded, and privilege 
it in, on each side of the water. What is 
more, my work might havebeen sold ofEin the 
Ufe^time of its author, which, ss things have 
been carried, it is now not highly probable 
^lat it will ; and if it hath not my assistance 
wliat think you is- likely to come of it ? My 
Mate of health, is at all times so indifferent 
and so uncertain, that I seldom form hopes 
«£ livii^ half ft year. 

Under these uncertainties I prest in<ever; 
letter, during the whole winter, for speedy 
publication, and in every answer am asked' 
what I will Ijave done ? uidat length amad* 
vised tx) do nothing till next year, afrif I bad a 
leaseofmyownlife. This hath teazed me-out 
efall patience, distracted me, and was, indeed, 
the sole cause c^all that lowness, and those 
iears, both about my workand my Itle^. ex- 
pressed in my last letters. Make my case 
youc own, my dear friend, umsider it, and 
blame 
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blame my anxieties, if you please. I had'ai 
most honest intention in writing the Dis- 
courses now in your hands. I took 1060(16* 
pains to finish them ; all my friends approredi 
of them, pressed for the publication of themj 
and do still press. Yet how unfortunate have' 
I been in every step ! Johnston kept them a 
month on the way ; Wilson kept them three, 
and does nothing, only hints a sort of con- 
temptuous censure of them to you, and hufis" 
them out of his hands. The booksellers de- 
spise them, and I am forced topdnt them, 
when the season for sale is over^ or burn 
them. God's will be done. If I had wrote 
against ray Saviour, ochis-reli^on, my work, 
would,. long ago have been bought, and. re* 
printed, and bought again. Millar w6uld- 
have now been far advanced in his third edi- 
tion of it. But why do I make these weak, 
eomplaints. I know my work is calculated, 
to secve the cause of God and truth, and byv 
DO means contemptibly executed. I am con- 
fident also, I shall^ if God spares me life, to 
give: 
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give it the necessary introduction, sell it to 
advantage, and receive the thanks of every 
good man for it. I will therefore be in the 
hands of God, and not of Mr. Millar, whose 
indifference to my performances invite me 
not to any overtures. 

I beg, my dear frieHd, that nothing I say 
may give you disturbance. 

1 speak too plainly, but it is my way to 
Bay the vocst 1 think. I love you> and- al- 
ways have done,^ since I knew you v and, 
were I to be tried, wouM prove it better than 
heretofore. But you will pardon the cries 
of a friend in misety, and will eomfort him^ 
if you can, with- assuring him,, that you are 
comforted. 

I am your'a as much as my own, 

Phil. Skkltoit. 

P.S. I care not how my work looks. Ex- 
pedition and correctness are all I desire ; and 
I now depend on you for both, with an im- 
Uplicit resignation,, as to manner^ time, &c. 
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TO THK BET. MB. 8KBLT0N* 



London, Jpn'l 3, 173*i 

1 Am amazed^tny dear and reverend fHend^ 
that you should be so solicitons about frankst 
So very poor a coDs'ideration in the friend^ 
ship between us !' 

I am, I will- be,- oomfoited j but; my dear^ 
friend, I, who also am accustomed to speak- 
my whole mind, think nothing but your pre- 
sence in England could have prevented half;' 
tbe delays- your woA hag met with ; and,, 
that you are too impatient. Johnston's de-^- 
layi- who could help ? He came not over^ 
I believe, so soon as he intended; Dr. Wil- 
son was your hearty firiend, I really think,, 
and intended you service, by submitting 
some of your discouraes to the perusal o£' 
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«oine, of whose judgment he had a high 
•opinion, and whom he hoped to engage in 
promoting the sale of them. He was diso- 
J>Iiged at your impatience.; and, praisin|^ 
■flome of them, hinted that others wanted 
some softenings ; but really «aid not this in 
a contemptuous manner. I could not do 
any thing in the aSaiT, till Dr. WiUoa 
Had doDctryii^ Jt^ntfon and other person^ 
and till you ordered them irom his hands 
-into mine, with plenary powo*. I tried book- 
Hellers^ Millar among the rest. I wrote ta 
you the result. AUvthis tool up time. It 
was at last concluded, ^hat you sbould.print 
them at your own risk. It is.impossible thi^ 
Mny London ..printer can be at leisure the 
^moment an author wishes him to b^n hit 
Work ; in the itinter-time e^)ectal}y, which 
.is our time of hurry. I wu not wiUing ta 
.put yoar'B ont <^jny own hands, if .one 
could have been found less engaged 'than 
myself. I was deeply engaged in getting 
ready to fkUv^r Bx addiuonal volumes of 
Journals 
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Journals of the House of Commons here, 
before the Parliament broke «p ; the man- 
bers, whose seats in the n^t Parliament 
■will be precarions, being very pressing, as 
they would bave had no claim to them, 
had they been delayed till the new Parlia- 
ment, and they not in it. But what did I 
not do to serve you to the utmost of iny 
power i I parted with three pieces of work. ; 
J. pot out to several printers the new edition 
of my Grandison ; took in help to the first 
edition of the seventh volume ; I refused 
Dr. Leiand's last piece. But, yet with all 
this, let me tell you, my dear friend, that 
two such large volumes as year's could not 
possibly be fioi^ied so soon as you expected, 
from the time they came into my hands, by 
any one printer. Indeed, indeed, Sir, you 
have suiFered your impatience to carry you 
too far ; you have given way to your appre- 
hensions, and have sat brooding over your 
anxieties; and your head has out-run the 
.lingers of the «wiflest |>rin(er5 in Ijondon. 
Forgive 
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Forgive me. Sir, I love you ; you love me, I 
■am sure. But is there not a warmth iu your 
temper that adds to your malady, and gives 
a distrust, where you (so good a man !) 
should place a trust ? That God whom you 
sozealously serve, will protect and preserve 
your life for the sake of his own cause, erf 
which you are so warm an advocate. 

The crossness of the posts! 1 writing to 
you in answer to one of your's ; before 
you receive that, yoa writing another ; that 
interfered with what I had written ; and so 
■we wrote on, only to add to the suspense 
■we were both in ! This vexatious situation 
ought to be taken into the account. - 

Don't let .the enameration of the works I 
have declined and parted with, or put out, 
make you think yourself under obligation to 
me; I never can repay those you have heaped 
upon me; nor would I have mentioned them, 
but to convince you, that I cannot be slack 
in whatever it is possible for me to do to serve 
you. 

Ced 
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<3od.pre8erve jour-itfe, and give, withtbc 
coming 8eason> to both, if it be hit blessed 
vrill, better beakh. Believe me ever 

Your most cordial Friend, 

S.tUcBASjiaavu. 
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The Rev. Ma. J. STINSTRA 



Ma. RICHARDSON. 



TO MR' BtCHABDSON. 



TO THE MOST COUKTEOUS S 
. JOHN STINSTtA WISHES ABUNDANT HEALTH. 

Y OUR Clarissa even here is higlily admir- 
ed by all, who are remarkable for extent of 
genius, and are governed by the love of re- 
ligion. Neither does she seem to have lost 
all her elegance by the labour which I have 
bestowed upon her. Multitudes of people 
earnestly b^ the printing of the remaining 
parts may be expedited. Among them, a 
VOL, V, M certain 
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certain minister of the Gospel, who, when 
he had finished the first volume, complained 
that it was ilat and tires(»ne ; after he had, 
at my intreaty, read the volumes through, 
■confessed, ** That he doubted not, but that 
if very many parts of these letters were to 
be found in the Bible, they would be point- > 
ed out as manifest proofs of divine inspira- 
tion." 

But now it is fit that I give some account 
of those things, which you have collected 
from the letter of your friend, so favourable 
tome ; and since you profess yourself desi- 
rous of knowing me, that I should myself 
briefly state the principal events of , my life : 
for, although it is indecent and trifling to 
talk of a man's self without just- cause, I 
imagine that your favour ,to .me demands 
this now, so that you may see what sort of 
a man you have deemed- worthy of it. 

I am indeed that same person, who pub- 
lished an Epistle against the Reveries of the 
Fanatics(who strangely disturbed these coun!- 
tries)' 
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tties) in the year 1750. The learned Z>e 
Boissy, of Berne, in Switzerland,, but living. 
at Leyden, gave a French translation. 

My FSve Kscoiwses, concerning the Na- 
ture of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, tec. of 
which also your friend m^es mention, in 
which I vindicate church liberty from every 
yoke of human authority, are -extant only in 
Dutch. I have added a copy of them, a&' 
also of the Apology for ^je Civil liberty of 
Religion, to the States of -our Province, of 
which I am the author; likewise, my Peti- 
tion to the same StateB:; that from them all, 
'of which the FrcBch translator enumeratea 
in the Preface to the before-mcntioned- 
Epistle, you and others may be apprised, by 
means of men skilful iti the language, for 
what kind 4^ doctrine, and by what sort <^ 
Judgment, I was condemned. For, having 
learnt the principles of a pur»- kind of di- 
wnity, and of a more noble sort of liberty, 
from the writings of Clarke, Hoadley, Locke, 
.&C. I thought it i;ny duty not only to propa- 
M 2 gate 
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gate them with my utmost strengtb> btit 
also to act agreeably to them in the whole 
course of my life ; for which reason, upon 
an invitation which I received into the 
church of -the Anabaptists, as they are com- 
monly called, at Amsterdam (for I suppose 
you already know that I belong to that so- 
■ciety) I refused to obey that call, because in 
that church I must have received the yoke, 
the Mennonist Orthodoxy, to which I do 
not wholly assent, and from which I was free 
in this less illustrious station. The same 
love of liberty afterwards impelled ■me to ex- 
pose, by the just mentioned Apology, the 
trouble which was invading .our churches, 
a society of whcsn laid this 'task upon me. 
By this I raised the anger of the .divines of 
our Reformed Church against n»e, .as a pa- 
tron of licentiousness, and an opposer not 
only of their anthority, hut of the civil also ; 
which, however, flowed out with the greatest 
fury when I had published those Five Dis- 
courses ; 
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courses ; especially when the assistance and 
patronage of the Prince of Orange was ad- 
ded to their endeavours. Strange indeed H 
may justly seem, that a person of his high 
rank should desire to rise against so insigni- 
ficant a mortal ! But the church was toE*- 
tering ! Orthodoxy was in danger ! And 
some reported, that the Prince was swayed 
by reasons of state, to declare himself the 
defender of that cause, in order to attain tlie 
more easily that summit of power, which He 
afterwards held by other artifices What- 
ever were the reason, the Prince himself 
brings the afiair before the States Delegate, 
wboy by his advice, sent my Discourses to be 
canvassed by all the Universities- of Holland, 
and the Ecclesiastic Classes, as they cull 
them, of this province, who loaded them 
with the infamy of the rankest heresy. I 
■ am condemned unheard, as suspected of. Sq- 
cinianism ; and am forbid to exercise the 
sacred office in my church. On my com- 
plaint to the States by the Petition, which 
M 3 you 
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you see annexed, I obtain no redress : nor 
the cfaurch itself, which, not only at l^at 
time, but very oflen afterwards, eaiuestly ii>> 
treated that I should be releised from tfae- 
censuiei 1 afterwards only once repeated 
my humble petition, nnce such conditions 
were in^sed upon me, as I refiued to sub- 
mit to. That the peaaons upon whicfi- 1 
went in so doing may be seen, I have added 
also to the rest, a copy of them fixun the 
Dutch Gazette, in wfaich is oontained WKf 
exposturati'on, freely and sTncerely dechning- 
those reasons to the States Delegates ; wfaich 
is not separatdy published. These, I sajv 
were the true and genuine reasons which 
■ restrained me from giving the required pro- 
mise, that I would never propagate Ae So- 
cinian doctrine ; for, in truth, 1 am uot in- 
clined to that doctrine. This I readily ac- 
knowledge to you ; but vTfien men in power 
endeavour to bind us, and restraiH our li- 
berty, by eonfessioijs and engagements of 
this nature, I judge it is the part of a good 
subject. 



..gniod., Google 



WITHTMR. BICHAHOaON. 3*7. 

.lubject, and true Qirietian, not to suffer 
them to be obtruded upon us. Very many- 
persons now accuse me of obstinacy ; but 
I am conscious- to myself- of my own inte- 
grity, and that Ihave not obeyed the dic- 
tates of conscience, without diligently weigh- 
ing the matter. If- L err, my error is my 
misfortune. ■ 

Mean time I live thoroughly contented' 
with my lot. I perform all the parts of the 
ecdesiastical office, except that I do 'not 
publicly preadi, not neglecting catechetical 
exocises. Although- 1 quitted all claim tO' 
my s^ary, as soon as my church was com- 
])elled to lose ihy sernums, yet my private 
circumstances are not so very narrow, but 
that I can conveniently suffer in myself, and 
provide a moderate furniture of Ixx^s, with' 
which I entertain myself by a dose appticit- 
lion to study. I enjoy the love of my whole 
church, and the friendship of very many 
good men, not only of my own profession, 
but of that of the reformed, of whose &• 
H 4 delit/,. 
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dclity, calamity has been the test. Thas, 
under the protection of the Best of Beings, 
who, even in the midst of my distresses, has 
preserved my cheerfulness and serenity of ' 
mind, my condition is far from being sad 
and deplorable. Although, at the first lower- 
ing of the storm,' the resentment of the di- 
vines greatly raged against me, and attacked 
me with calumnies on all sides ; although 
^e sentence inflicted ufon me, together 
vHh- the votes of the divines, upon which it 
was grounded, being publicly printed and 
dispersed, had exposed me to the scorn of 
tny whole country ; although the divines 
very often afterwards laboured hard (yet in 
Tain) to have me deprived of the power of 
publishing njy own writings ; that animosity 
seems now to be cooled, and I quietly ccnn- 
mit wliatever I please to the public inspee- 
tion, as is sufficiently clear from my Epistle 
against the Fanatics, in which I have not 
spared the vulgar opinions of the divines, 
my countrymen. Besides, these folbwmg 
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tracts have been published by me, all in 
the Dutch language : — a Discourse against 
the fraudulent Withholding of Taxes ; 
I'houghts upon the Epistle of Dr. Honest, 
Professor of the Civil and Canon Laws at 
Leydeo, 3 vols. 8vo. — This man sounded 
the trumpet to the iheologic war raised 
against me, when I, stimulated by a yotith-» 
ful ardour and feeling of injuries, yet not 
transported in the cause, I believe, beyond bis 
merits, sent him out of the field pretty.sharp- 
ly handled. Very many persuaded me, that 
my pains were well employed, because in 
those Thoughts I had inserted a pretty large 
digression, concerning the necessity and dig- 
nity of good works, in which I yearly de- 
monstrated, both from . principles of sound 
reason, and testimonies of Scripture,, that 
moral virtue constituted the essence of true 
religion ; Tweoty-foue Ecclesiastic Dis- 
courses, in quarto^ concerning some of the 
principal. Doctrines- and Duties of Chris- 
tians, which I published as a. specimen by, 
H 5 ■ which 
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v-hich the notions which I had instiHed into 
the congregation committed to me, miglrt 
be judged of; and, lastly^ I translated, in 
1 1 vols. 8vo. all the Sermons of Dr. Sa- 
inuel Clark. This' man, indeed, I always- 
honoured,, as possessed of a truly apostolicat 
spirit. From his valuable book, of the Trutlt 
iof Natural and Revealed Religion, I drew 
sure and soTid arguments for our most hoFji 
faith ; and X am at this present tiiiK trans- 
lating it into Diitch. 

Bat the hope, that I shalT ever be restorett 
to the free exercise of my situation is now 
quite vanished. Last winter, certain dele*- 
gates from our congregation, for that pur- 
pose, addressed the Princess Royal, Gover- 
ness of the Netherlands, to unplore her pa>- 
ironage, and recommendatory letter to the 
States of Friseland, that they would be 
pleased indulgently to grant this restitution. 
But the answer was, That the Princess 
thought it not convenient to interfere her- 
self -in this matter. When, iu the year 
1 1749, 
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1749, a furious multitude in these parts 
Were throwing all things into confusion, a '-> 
factious party came also to my house, and 
desired to know whether I would choose the 
ner* morning or afternoon, to be conducted 
to the pulpit ; adding, that they would see 
that the liberty of preaching should not 
henceforth be denied me. But, as I was 
averse from such violent measures, I check- 
ed them by a courteous answer ; altiiough 
they muttered threats, that if I would not 
consent, they would compel me by force. 

Thus you have a short sketch of my lus- 
torj', circumstances, and writings, as I occa- 
sionally called them to mind. But I enter- 
ed upon this account, not only with design 
that you might have a more distinct know- 
ledge of the man, whom you permit to ap- 
proach you by letter ; but also to confess 
the truth, from a hone that you may be in- 
duced by this example of mine to favour me 
■*ith larger means of knowing you. May 
1 ask you (although I am too bold, my let- 
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ter blushes not,) in what kind of life yon 
have been conversant from your youth ? 
Have you, as fame reports, been constantly 
employed in bocJcselUng ? Whence did yoa 
attain so accurate a knowledge of the various 
dispositions of nature, and of the manners 
of mankind } What was the first occaeion 
of your application to writing ? By what 
means have you compiled your immortal 
works? Did they flow from your inven- 
tion ? or, had you a model, of a true action 
before yotir eyes, which you adorned with 
additional colourings ? 

From the foregoing you will easily guess, 
that my country, as a mother-in-law, is not 
held by me in the deepest veneration. I 
might therefore easily softer myself to be 
prevailed upon to change my residence. 
Britain, as the happy asylum of liberty, has 
long ago spread its enticements before me. 
I was charmed with your most kind invita- 
tion ; and should number among the most 
pleasing delights of my life, the permission 
of 
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of beholding you, of conversing, and of 
being acquainted with you ; but a power- 
ful bar restrains me:- my mother, deserv- 
edly dear to me, still lives, in whose house- 
I lead a single life;. I am the support and- 
comfort of her old age, which is now se- 
venty-six years, yet she is of a vigorous con- 
stitution. She would pine, away with grisf 
and sadnesss, if I should make preparations 
for so long a journey, ance she would have 
reason to fear (as 1 myself should) that I 
should never remove my foot from British 
ground, if there I should once fix. 

Farewei ! many times farewel ! most ex- 
cellent Sir, and continue to love me as you 
have begun.* 

J. Stinstha. 

■ p. S. This was written on the last day of 
March, 1753. — Dated on the 2d of ApriL 



* Translated irom the Laluk 

TO 
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TD HR. BICBABDSOIT. 

Hltrlingen, Dwemter^, 1753. 
3DEAB SIR, 

i Will fry if T cannot write to you in the 
English,yournative tongue, that you may read 
my letters, without the assistance of any other 
man. With reason, Sir, admire you my so 
long silence, who before expressed my so eager, 
desire of frequently corresponding wth youi 
I had wished to read the volumes that I might 
communicate to you my judgment on them,. 
before I answered ; and also take any mea- 
tores relating to the publication of this your 
new work in our language ; which, my opi- 
nion perhaps was produced, or greatly pro- 
moted, by my greediness to enjoy your de- 
licacies. But I was overwhelmed with af- 
fairs, which 1 have mentioned to you in my 
former, I must also daily labour in my ver- 
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aion of your Clarissa, that the press may 
not cease; I assisted one erf" my friends in 
the version and publishing of i. Qarke'ft 
Treatise on the Truth of NaturaJ and Re- 
Tealed Religion, which now is m the hands 
of our cminlrymen. Another friend here 
has committed to me -the publication of 
Taylor's Scripture Doctrine of Atonement, 
which be bad translated in the Datch, and 
which is now printing. Among all this bu- 
siness, I am distracted by domestic necessi- 
ties. My only brother was taken by a 
dangerous illness, from which, however, he- 
soon recovered. My brother-in-law is la- 
bouring under a consnmption, and demands, 
by his weakness, our visits and assistance 
continually; and this sort of demands I 
think that we principally are ot^iged to take 
care of. I give, moreover, daily lessons in 
the Hebrew tongue to two of my kinsmen. 
If all this cannot make my excuse to you, 
my dear Mr. Richardson, I know not what 
more I can all^|;ew 

I have 
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1 have most heartily prayed the Almighty 
God for the health and welfare of your ex- 
cellent Archbishop, of whom you give such 
alovely and venerable character ; and thank- 
ed Heaven for- his happy recovery. May 
he yet enjoy many blessed days, to the be- 
nefit of your church, and the Christian 
church in general ! Are there any of his 
works printed. Sir ? I would gladly be more 
acquainted with his mind, while though as yet 
I have no opportunity to know him personally. 

Let me tell you. Sir, that I with much de- 
light have read, at different times, and con-r 
sidered your particular and candid narrative. 

By the particular* of your being secretary 
in love matters to several young women, I 
can perceive that you might come to the 
full knowledge o£ the woman's heart, and 
its deepest recesses : this has enabled you. 
Sir, to paint with lively colours the most 
inmost thoughts, deliberations, and aSections 
of a Clarissa, an Anna Howe, a Miss Byron i 
* These particulars appear in the Life. 

but 
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but by which means you have penetrated 
into the mysteries of unrighteousness, in 
the heart of a rake, a Ubertine, a wanton 
and sly Lovelace, this continues to me 
matter of astonishment ! nor produce you 
any thing to deliver me of my wonder. On 
the contrary, you encrease it by your pro- 
fessions, which I, as the pledges of the 
truest confidence and friendship, have re- 
ceived. Pardon me. Sir, but I was before of 
opinion, that you in your Belford had drawn 
your own picture; that you had seen the 
world, and loved it ; but afterwards escaped 
out of its inticements. In this case, I 
should not have been ashamed of corre- 
sponding with you ; for, am I not a follower 
of that Saviour, which declared that there 
was joy in heaven oa a repenting sinnec ? 
I have formerly conversed with suchanners, 
especially with one, intimately conversed, 
who, of a sound judgment and lively wit> 
having forsaken the follies of his youth, 
:excelled in works of piety and charityj 
which. 
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which familiarity has been very useful to- 
me in acquiring my knotvledge, whatsoever' 
it may be, of the hearts and characters of 
men ; and peculiarly enabled me to distin- 
guish, with more cognisance, the natural^ 
lineaments of a Lovelace, Happy I how- 
ever, threefold happy are we, my friend,, 
and have abundant reason to thank Heaven, 
which has favoured us with a virtuous edu- 
cation, and preserved us from the baits of 
corruption ! What an easiness I what a'^ 
serenity ! fm a mind striving m the way tO' 
eternal happiness I 

I am extremely astonished. Sir, by your 
'telGng fne l^at you never write by a plan«- 
and when jod ended one letter, hardly knev 
what would be your next. What a happy 
genius, that can thus prosecute his way. 
through so many mazes and labyrinths, . 
whicb p^plex your common readers, and ■ 
never deviate, without ever coosulting a mapi 

May I ventare yet another remark f 

Charmingly, most dianaragly, pamt yoa. 

the 
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4he motions and effects (rf a genertnjs love 
in the heart of Miss Byron ; the object is 
worthy thereof But may not this agreeable 
sensation steal upon the tender bosoms and 
-minds of your readers among the feir sex ; 
znelt and so(^ them ; and thus lay open 
(more than is convenient for the less prudent 
of that sex) to the alluvemcnts of ^ectous 
loven i Pferbaps it were mtwe proper that 
this sunniso came frcHn your female ad* 
mirers than from m^ a bachelor. I form only 
those doubt8} ray deiir friend, that you may 
fiCTcei^ that I do not read your worlis with 
a prepossessed mind, nor blindly praise 
-them ; that I read with a searching ^ye, yet 
not finding any blemishes, but meeting oae 
or two Uttle bright clouds, which, more «>- 
-curately viewed, perhaps are a collection ef 
-fining stars. 

At present I am so overwhelmed with 

'worlilly aiRairs, that I hardly con attend your 

Clarissa as 1 wish. Besides, I am bound, by 

jpromise to the p;Uilic, that I should 6ioRft 

amply 
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amply than I before have done,- defend tHe- 
Fights of Kberty of conscience and rc1igioD<; 
from which task I am drawn by the charms 
of your lovely Clarissa ; but which I think 
myself under obligation to resume, as soon 
as I shall have ended my attendance on the 
Christian heroine. Moreover, I have formed 
a method of demonstrating the being and at- 
tributes of God, a priori, difierent from that 
ef Claiie, WoHaston, Raphson, &c. which I 
am desirous to perfect and evulgate, that 
this most important foundation of all reli- 
gion still the more firmly might he esta- 
blished. I have conceived a scheme to 'i\- 
Ittstrate the scripture- doctrine concerning 
the. death of our blessed Saviour, and the 
benefits of it to mankind. I have collected 
materials for two moral Essays on Magna- 
nimity and Humility, and their mutual con- 
sistency. Of all these I have given notice • 
to some of my friends; and am thus half- 
obliged to bring these projects to execution 
i£ Providence preserves my. health and 
powers^ 
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■yowers. Wherefore, knowing not how long 
tiiese shall be granted me, and having thus 
much to perform, with a constitution of 
body not very strong, 1 dare not undertake 
.anj' new work. 

Your's, 

J. Stinstra.. 



TO THE KBV. MB. J. STINSTBA. 

London, March SO, 1154. 

Y OU are extremely obliging, dear and 
reverend Sir, to write to me in my own 
tongue. You tell me, that the attempt has 
coat you much time. I am grieved that 
it has, so much more usefully as yon can 
fill up your time j and yet, by the propriety 
flnd copiousness of your language, I ^ould 
not 



DyGoogie 



UGl MB. BICtUBDSOM TITB 

oot otherwise have supposed but it was 
neirly as. f^iliar to you as your own. Radi- 
nessi^r, do you call the attempt ? I admire 
;it, and gratefully acknowledge, the cod- 
descension. 

Let me acquiunt you. Sir, that your pas- 
toral letter is considered, with us, as a mas- 
terpiece. Two -worthy young gentlemen of 
Cambridge, spoke to me of it in the higher 
terms of approbation, within these ten days, 
and of the justice done it in that university. 
Continue, reverend Sir, your prayers for 
<jurgood Archbishop. He is not^ at times, 
so well as all good £ngliGhmen wish him to 
'be. I have not the honour to be known 
' 40 him personally. But my good friend, 
JMr. Duncombe, whom I formerly men- 
tioned to you, a most worthy and generously- 
'Communicative man, who is much esteemed 
hy his Grrace, desired me to give lum a copy. 
of your solicitude for his Grace's 4iealth, and 
<4 the works you are employed in, in order 
io^evr both to tb^ good folate, who. had, 
before 
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before so highly approved, c^ your pastoral- 
-'letter, as to interest himself in the transla- 
•tion of it. Mr. Duncombe wiH endeavour 
to procure for you, two or three of hiif 
<»race's sermons, formerly published. 

You think. Sir, you can account from 
my eaHy secretaryship to young women in 
my father's neighbourhood, for the charac-- 
ters I have drawn of the heroines q£ my 
three works. But this opportunity did little, 
more ftw me, at so tender an age, than point, 
as I may say, or lead my, inquiries, as I grew 
•up, into the knowledge of the female heart; 
and, knowing something of that, .1 could 
not be an utter stranger to that of man. 
Men and women are brothers and sisters.; 
they are not of difiereat species ; ^nd what 
need be obtained to know both, but to id- 
Jow for different modes of.education, for 
situation and constitution, or perhaps I 
-should rather say, for habits, whether good 
or bad. As to the knowledge I seem to 
iia?e had .of' the. wicked hearts and actiooi 
of 
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olf such men as Lovelace, (which engages 
your wonder) I have been always as atten- 
tive- to the communications, I may say, to 
the profligate boastings, of the one sex, as 
I have been to the disguises of the other. I 
I will only add on this subject, that I never 
was a Belford. If I had been such an one, 
and a penitent, I should have had no doubt 
of Mr. Stinstra's charity, bad I acknow- 
ledged my errors to him. 

I am not at all surprized. Sir, at what 
you say of: the Familiar Letters, and of 
j^sop. They were both intended for the 
lower classed of people. I omitted several 
letters in the former, as too high for the de- 
sign ; in the latter, the reflections were such, 
for the most part, as I found them in one of 
our writers v»ho had some reputation in that 
way, HI his day. 

You -wonder thrt I appeared not as iS writer 

earlier. Alas ! Sir, the three pieces yoa 

mention with approbation are the producia 

of leisure as well as industry. My business, 

till' 
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till within these ten or twelve years past, 
filled up all my time. I had no leisure; 
Jior, being unable to write by a regular plan, 
knew I that I had so much invention, till X 
almost accidentally slid into the writing of 
Pamela, And, besides, little did I imagine 
that any thing I could write would be so 
kindly received as my writings have been by 
the world. 

I am grieved, at limes, that two countries 
ishould separate us. How bappy siiould I 
be, could I hope to eatertain my dear Mr. 
Stinstra in London! And must I give up 
all my flattering hopes of this pleasure? 
And is the advance of my life and infirmities 
the bar ? God's will be done. 

I think. Sir, we in England may glory 
in numbers of women of genius. { in 
jjarticular may — I could introduce you, Sir, 

4:0 such a circle of my own acquaintance ! 

No man has been so honoured by the fine 
spirits of the sex as I have been. I verily 
think, that the women of the politest regions 

VOL. V. s are 



;,Googlc 



^66 MB. BICHAItDSOH WITH 

are not to vie with ours. And the taste anfl 
numbers are every day increasing, though in 
an age of such general dissipation. O that 
■we had been able to keep our women of con- 
dition to oursekes ; that we had not given 
way to their crossing the narrow seas into 
a neighbouring kingdom I since we have 
very few instances of ladies returning from 
thence improved, I may say, uncorrupted, 
by the levities of the nation I have in my 
eye. Don't you think, Sir, that women are 
generally more susceptible of levity than 
men ? If they are, they should not be al- 
lowed to go abroad, and to places of public 
entertainment so often as they do. 

There are many discouragements and in- 
conveniences which attend the man who has 
not regularity enough to write by a plan. I 
mentioned my inability in this particular as 
a defect. You, Sir, speak of it in a much 
nobler manner, in a manner worthy of your- 
self. . 

1 thank you. Sir, for your other remark. 
It 
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it is worthy of Mr. Stinstra's delicacy, an4 
4vorthy of the friendship you faooour me 
with. I repeatedly thank you &)r it: it 
Jcomes from you. Sir (a batchelor) with 
■"very great propriety. From whom could it 
come with greater, than from a virtuous sin- 
■^le man ? I can only say, as to the force 
of it, that I hope no bad consequence to 
the morals of my fair readers will result from 
the descriptions I have made Miss ByrcHi 
^ve of a tender passion for an ohject so 
^worthy. Yet my dear Mr. Stinstra alarms 
me a little. Be so good. Sir, to watch me 
through the work in this and in every other 
instance, which may have a dangerous ten- 
■dency, and you will inexpressibly oblige 
me. 

I have not at hand the cx)py of my former 
■letter ; but, did I any where io it express my 
solicitude for the honour of your translating 
my work, on a supposal of your approbation 
of it ? If I did, e:ccuse me, Sir; and let 
14 1 me 
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■me beseech you, that you mil not give youi^ 
■self any trouble about it, that may in the 
■least interfere with your great avocations, 
and with those noble works which you have 
■in design. Cod Almighty preserve your life 
and health, and enable you to go through 
them all, for the sake of your own comfort, 
and the benefit the world must reap from 
them ! AcquEunt me, dear and reverend 
Sir, how, from time to time, you proceed 
jn these arduous and glorious tasks. How 
'Eorry am I to hear, that your constitution 
-of body is not as vigorous as your mind ] 

*' Will I still love you ?" My dear, my 
-excellent, my condescending, Mr. Stinstra, 
let me be assured of your affection, as I 
love you, and it will be an happiness that 
ivill attend me to my latest hour. 
Your ever obliged and 

faithful Friend and Servant, 

S. RiCHAsnsov. 
P S. As 
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P. S. As to the enquiry you make into- 
the meaning of the words, " Such worse than^ 
Wallham disguises," they allude to the fol- 
lowing facts: — 

About the yeaits 1722 and 1723, great 
numbers of disorderly persons associated 
tiiemselves, and entered armed, and in dis- 
guise (their faces blaeked) into several forests- 
and parks, particidarly in that of Waltbaro, ill 
the counties ofBerks and^ Southampton, and 
killed and carried off many deer, and fre- 
quently, by menacing letters, demanded mo<- 
ney and venison to be sent them to particu- 
lar places, on pain of murdering the persons, 
sent to, or of burning and destroying their 
houses,, barns, &C; And; to such a< pitch 
of audaciousness had they anived, that, as- 
eemblii^ in. large bodies,. they£red.at<tnany 
persons in their own houses, maimed their 
cattle, broke down their gates and fences, 
cut down young plantations of trees, ave- 
aues, and broke down the heads of fish* 
N 3 pondS) 
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poods, robbing them of their fish; inso- 
much that the legislature was obliged to exf 
ert itself by a particular Act of Parlianient^ 
malung persons appearing armed dnd india- 
giuse to be guilty of felony. 
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TO Kb SBSRBTAE. 

London^ Jan. 21, 1750^ 0. J. 
DBAS flIB, 

X Au sorry you have been prevented m, 
your intended translation of Clarissa. I am. 
printing a new edition' in octavo and in 
twelves. rhave-be«i prevailfed upon to re- 
store several passages, and some few letters, 
which I omitted, because of the length of 
the {Nece. "iniese additions, and a table of 
sentiments,, collected from the whole work, 
M 4 shew 
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shew it to he more than a mere amusement, 
and that it is designed to be a piece of life 
and manners. 

I should be glad to know in what forward- 
ness the French edition is ; and if my addi- 
tions, &c. will be of service to it. When a 
writer is Uving, methinks it is pity he should 
not be consulted whether he has any assist- 
ances cr alterations to eontiibute, for the 
translator's own sake. 

I have not one hook left, nor is there any 
to be purchased, out of near 3000, though 
BO bulky a work. And I have the pleasure 
of telling you, without any mixture of va- 
jilty, that it rises in reputation. But I am 
drawn into acrjuaintance, and into corre- 
^>ondencies upon it, so numerous, and that 
with and from people of condition, that what 
time I have to spare from my troublesome 
and necessary business, is wholly taken up. 
But I am teazcd by a dozen ladies of note 
and of virtue, to give them a good man, as 
they say I have been partial to their sex, and 
unkind 
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wikini to my own. But, Sir, my nervous 
infirmities you know — time mends them 
not — and Clarissa has almost killed me. 
You know how my. business engages me. 
You know by what snatches of time I write, 
that I may not ncgle»5t that,. and that I may 
preserve that independency which is the 
comfort of my life. I never sought out of 
myself for patrons. My own industry, and, 
God's providence, have been my whole reli- 
ance. Tlie great are not great to me, un- 
less they are good. And it is a glorious 'pri- 
vilege, that a middling man enjoys who has 
preservedhis independency,, and can occa- 
eionalTy (though not Stoically) tell the world, 
what he thinks-of that world, in hopes to- 
contribute, though hut by his mite, to mend. 
it. 

I have taken much pains in the table of 
sentiments I mentioned. Many of my friends 
wish to see it printed by itself^ as a colleo- 
tion of maxims, aphorisms, &c. which tiiey 
think would be of service to the world, in - 
' M 5, dependent 
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dependent of the history, es they relate t* 
life and m^nSfs. I will annex the hefld» 
they are ranged under. If the French edi- 
tion take them not in (for it would be pity 
to have a competition) I leave it to you to 
consider of it, when you see U. 

As to giving you an account of pieces 
published here, that are lifccly to be accept- 
able with you, I have spoken to several of 
my literary frieijds, and shall speak to more, 
in hopes of serving you. I wish you had 
A^'ritten to me before on this subject. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

and humble Servant, 

S. RiCHABDSON. 

P. S. I shpuM b? glad of literary news as 
it offers. If I should do any thing in relation 
to a good man, let me know what such a one, 
to be polite, would do or see at Paris. Can 
yon give me your laws against duelling'> 
Have you seen two volumes, called Deiirni 
. J ■ Revealed i 
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Revealed ? 'Tis a well written piece, and 
much approved here. I think it is not harsh 
against the religion of France ; but scourges 
our infidels, sceptics, deists, &c. as well by 
name as works ; and may give you in France 
a good notion of many of our English wri- 
ters of note. — ^Tom Jones is a dissolute book. 
Its run is over, even with us. Is it true, that 
France had virtue enough to refuse a licence 
fcr such a profligate performancei 



TO MR BJCHA.SDSOJf. 

Paru, Jpril 17, 175?. 



JL OU are so kind to say, you wi^ I ha4 
written to you sooner about giving me intel- 
ligence of books worth translating j but my 
peasonfor not doing it was, that I hoped, at 
first, to be able (o get the start of our trans- 
latpfs for ^t least one good book in ten ; 
M 6 think- 
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thinbinp^ it impossible for them to ingross 
every thing to themselves. For, I know very 
well how much yon were taken up %vitt) your 
own affairs, and was loth to trouble you with 
mine, before I was convinced I had no other 
means left to get employment, but the real 
good nature of such a virtuous friend as 
yourself. It is indeed in your power to do 
me much service, and I rely intirely npon 
you for that. I thank yo» for mentioning 
to me Deism Revealed, which is now in my 
possession. 1 shall read it very attentively, 
and if I find it contains nothing against the 
revealed religion of France, I will propose it 
to Mr. Durand, who. I dare say, wilt readily 
accept of it. Keligtun, in general, has as 
many enemies here, as any where else; and 
a book that bashes and turns them inta ridi> 
cule, can never be more seasonable than now. 
1 am sorry to say it, but you do my country- 
men more honour than they truly deser\'e, 
in surmising that they had virtue enough to 
refuse a licence to Tom Jones : . I think it a 
pro- 



..gniod., Google 



■WITH UB; eichaedson; 477 

profligate performance upon your pronounc- 
ing it such, for I have not read the pieces 
though much extolled ; but it has had a vast 
run here this good while, and considering 
how things go on,. I don't believe there is 
now a book, disscdute enough to be refused 
admittance' among us, since pieces of tho 
worst tendency are sure of getting it by hook 
or by crook. No other literary news can. I 
g^ve you at present, and sad ones indeed 
these are. You shall have them of. a more 
acceptable kind as soon as any offer. What 
you seem now doing, in relation to a good 
man fills me with real joy. The ladies wha 
put you upon itwerem«ch in the right, and 
I could swear they all of them told you id so 
many words, that the picture of a good man 
could never be had more perfect, and more 
to the life, than from the best of men, Mr: 
Richardson. My friend, Mr. Pluche, the 
author of Nature Displayed, is also a very 
good man ; and you have been a daily wit- 
ness haw confidently he trusted me with 
every 
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ever)' one of his sheets, which he sent me hy 
the post, as be went on printing, to save m& 
the morlification of meeting with competi- 
tor ; I hope, dear Sir, you will not think it 
sny rashness in me to heg the like favour or 
you, for what you are now doing upon a good' 
man. If you are kind to me to that d^ree, 
your reward is certain, since I cannot, with: 
God's grace, fail getting an estate by pub* 
Kshing at my own cost a book of your's- 
upon such a fiubject, or rather upon an/' 
subject whatever. Notwithstanding our ever' 
increasing immorality, there- ure still left 
among us, of both sexes, people of incon- 
trovertable character, whom your intended 
good man might frequent at Paris and in: 
the provinces of France : he must be sup- 
posed to single them cat himself, after 
strict and prudent enquiries, and to he di- 
lected in that choice by some honest ac^ 
quaintance, prDcared him there from Eng-- 
land. He might, perhaps, meet with 9 
worthy person ' among the high>station^ 
of 
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of tlie law, the church, the- sword, the 
trade, and even the court 5 but would be 
more likely to find a great number of then>' 
m the middle ranks of all these' classes. I. 
would fain know how far you extend the 
meaning of the word polite, when you ask 
me what your good man (to be polite) would^ 
do and see at Paris i That' word has almost^ 
as many acceptations as there are pet^le that 
use it. I was just mentioning to you the- 
state of religion in France, but 1 must teli. 
you, that though there is little of that pre- 
served here, yet the French are rigid ob- 
servers of the empty rites of the worship, 
called politeness, which they pay to a deity 
still emptier, and of their own creatipn> 
called bien-seance. Your good roan would^ 
at first, imagine the word to mean some- 
thing eicellent in its kind ; but time and 
observation would soon put him out of coa- 
oeit with that perfect ignis fatttus. 

True politeness is, in my humble opi>' 
$Aoa, nothing hat chanty diffusing itself 
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more or less towards all men in obliging 
ivords and actions ; and we have found 
means to substitute to that a counter- 
feit kindness entirely calculated to indulge 
self love and dissimulation in all their 
branches. All you are to do here is, to 
divert and amuse the people you are with ; 
they take none or little notice of your mo- 
rals ; andj provided you keep strictly to th« 
eulside, which engages and pleases them for 
the time, you are very welcome, at leaving 
any company, to go, and, upon the least 
shadow of pretence, cut your best friend's 
throat in a duel. You ask me the laws of 
my country against that horrid practice; 
the only one- 1 know of Is an edict of the 
late King Lewis the Fourteenth, whereby 
his Majesty deelares, that not only whoevo- 
has fought a duel, but even so much as 
given or accepted of an appointment towards 
one, shall be broken upon the wheel with', 
out the benefit of clergy ; but so many 
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evasions have been contrived to frustrate 
this law, that it has hitherto proved c^ no 
effect. 

Tour most obedient, 

humble Servant, 

J. B. DBPaBTAI... 



TO IXa,. BICBASDSOK. 

ATarch 9, nso-t. 
SBAR SIR, 

X HOUGH Clarissa wants no help from 
external splendour, I was glad to see her 
improved in her appearance, but more glad 
to find that she was now got above all 
fears of prolixity, and confident enougb 
of success to supply whatever had been 
hitherto suppressed. I never indeed found 
ahiiU 
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a. hint of aay such deialcaUonj bat I regretr 
ted U ; foE though the siory U long^ every- 
\Hter i& short. 

I wi^ you would add am index rerum, that' 
when thereader recollects any inoident,hemay 
easily find it, which at present he cannot do,> 
tmless he knows in which volume it is told ; 
for Clarissa is not a performance to be read 
with eagerness^ and laid aside for ever ; but 
will ' be occasionally consulted by the busy, 
the aged, and the studious ; and therefore L 
beg that tlus editicoy. by whiob I suppose^ 
posterity is to abide, may want nothing that 
(»n facilitate its use. 

1 9Diy Sir, 

Your's, 8tc, 

S. Johnsons, 
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TO UB. ItlCHABDSOK.. 

SepUmbe^^Qf 1753. 
SBAB 8IB^ 

A. Rbtubh you my Hticerest thanks for 
the volumes of your new work ;• tut it, 
k a kind of tyrannical kindness to gire 
only, so much at a time, as makes more- 
tonged" for : but that will probably be- 
thought, even of the \rfiole, when you have 
^ven- it. 

I have no objection But to the preface>, 
in which you first mention the tetters as 
rallen by some chance into your hands^ 
and afterwards mention your health as such, 
that you almost despaired of going, through 
your plan. If yod were to require my 
opimon which part should be changed, I 

* Sic Charles GrandiioD. 

cboukl 
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should be inclined to the suppression oB 
that part which seems to disclaim the com- 
petition. What is modesty, if it deserts 
from truth ? Of what use is the disguise^ 
by which nothing is concealed ? 

You must forgire this ; because it '» 
meant well. 

I thank you once more, dear Sir, for your 
books ; but cannot I prevail this time fox 
an index ? such I wished, and shall wish^ 
to Clarissa. Suppose that in one volume 
an accurate index was made to the three, 
works 1 — but while I am writing an ob- 
jection arises — such an index to the three 
would look Kke the preclusion of a fourth,, 
to which I will never contribute ; for if I 
cannot benefit mankind^ I hope never ta 
mj are them. 

I am, Sir, your most obliged, 

and most humble Servant,- 

Sam. JbHNSOK. 
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TO HR. RFCHARDauN. 



Tuesday, Feb. \9, 1756, 
DBAS SIS, 

J. Returw you my sincerest thanks for 
the favour which you were pleased to do 
me two nights ago. 

Be pleased to accept of this little book, 
which is all that I have published this 
winter. The inAammation is come again 
into my eye, so that I can write very tittle. 
I am. Sir, 
Your most obliged, 

and most humble Servant, 

Sau. Johnson. 

Note,— ■Thii lelter was wrilten m coiiwqa^K^ of 
Ml. Richardson's having given baU fbc Dr. Johnson. 

ODE 
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TO MR. HIGHMOim, 

On Mr. BkharduhU titimg fokxmfirrUt JHcturi. 

O Skilful Hi^morel can thy ncrfjle jwt 
Expresi the beauties of a worthy heart? 

Canst ihou such dazzling colours blend. 
As maj -to future ages shew 

The whole of ihy ilkslrious friend, 
Aod bid each virtue on thy canvu^low-? 

'Wdt can thy niimiQg pwicil tiace 
The coinetj' {eatures of his honest face; 
■^ell canst thott suffuse his eye, 
Wilh.£enie and loft humanity ; ' 
-Good humour too the dimpled cheek, 
And pleasing cguntepance bespeak. 

But-wbeie, O wbeie ! -ore vre to find 
^is restless zeAl tw doing good ? 

His ardent lave for all mankind ? 

Ptunt, if thoucanst, Ihe sorrow he sustains-. 

For the pour wretch hii diatity maintaunf 

Paint bis tears of pity, p«d 
Villh melting tearsof gratitude. 
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^y the lone widow, atid the orphan shed. 

Paint, O paint! the pfayers that riie 

Like incCQseto th' attentive diioM 

Paint4he blesiings they otKais, 

Pouring-down like vernal rein, 
tJpon his happy, fovoiired bead. 

Such'is the m^c of thy hand. 
We listen and expect to hear 
-Flow from his lips that eloquence divine^ 

Which can with absolute command 
Our hearts to sorrow, or to joy, incline; 
Sudden eatttrt the gashing tear. 
Or heal with balmy words the wounded eat. 

In vain we listen. -*^ati (hy art supply 
That wisdom, wit, and penetrating skill 

Which can explore the mazes of the mind J 
Trace all the hidden motives of the will. 
And in the dark recesses find 
The secret thoughts which at th« bottom lie? 

>Lay by thy pencil : it can do no more 

Than Raphael or Apelles could before ; 

And all that Raphad could, or Highmore can. 

Is to delineate the outward man. 

In his own works thy friend we view ; 

These willrem&m for e^er new: 

Posterity 
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Potteiity stall know him Iberc, 
And all muikind our pleasure share. 
Thj' tinU most Tade, and he muttt die ; 
But these shall live lill time sink io eteraitjr. 

Thomas Mulso. 



ODE 



DEATH OF CLARISSA. 

fTranslattdJhm tht Gtrman of Majdr Hsiant.} 

I'LOWER, tho' iransplanted, stHJ blooming : "faireat 
associate of Eden's flowers. O ! may'st thou not close 
in obscuring shades. May no swift decay invade thy 
bloom. 

Gentle zephyrs, like those which cherish (he earth. 
Hit thee are too rough. Ah! a stomi arises. Alas! it 
blasts thee in its'lirst onset. 

€weet flower) blighted in thy full-bk>wn glories ; beau- 
tifiii in ruin ; we vievr thee with tears of adtniration. 

How 
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How amiable wai ^m living Clariua ! In her shone 
eadi aUractive grace : and even now, in the sleep of 
death, s more placid red covers her hollow cheek). 

Now separated, her exalted soul hastened to the 
cffileslial spirits: the kindred spirits joj'fully received 
ber. 

The Empyrean Olj'mpas, through its whole extend 
iromediately resounded, reit, glory, and refulgent crowns, 
to thy transcendant beauty. 

Thus triumphs untainted merit. Come, Caroline, let 
us together keep a festival to the hour of her removal ; 
the hour when she leA us bef divine pattern. 

firing cypress boughs, that I may wrcatlie the ]ug»- ' 
brious garland : whilst Uioii, affectionate sister^ bcdeweat 
it with a flood of tears. 
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TO UB. BtCHARDSON. 

Berlin, Jan. %t I757. 

X HE first day of this year was a very 
happy one to me; for it was on this I re- 
ceived the kind and very paternal letter you 
have been pleased to honour me with. In- 
deed, my dear and ever honoured father, I 
shall look on this occurrence as for an ar- 
gument, that this shall be a year full of 
bliss to me (and so might it be to my dear 
London relations) having so happily begun. 
And do you, by your own kind hand, oblige 
me with a confirmation of what my heart 
was proud of? — ^You do ! And still shall I, 
can I, boast of so worthy a relation ? You 
say you do know all the motions of my 
heart I and so I need not tell you tho^e I 
feel on this occasion : receive, therefore, my 
beloved 
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belored father, now only the repeated grat&> 
ful thanks of your ever obliged daughter. 

But, dear Sir, what a letter is your's ! 
And do you not fear that your kind par- 
tiality and your praises will make me 
haughty i B*it, no ! the conciousness of 
my many impwfectiona will soon oppress 
these buds of pride ; for my heart does 
itself justice enough. 

You command me to write to you with 
the frankness of a friendship of a long stand- 
ing. Well, Sir, I am engaged both by gra- 
titude and inclination to deal freely with a 
fae^t so nobly open as yours ; and so I use 
the permission you so kindly give me. As 
to what belongs to the knowledge I have of 
the English tongue, I k.now that it is 
very Kttle ; and that I owe only to your 
indulging goodness what you were pleased 
to say about it, in the letter before me. I 
have been for a long time a very great 
admirer of the English authors ; for all I 
read of excellent books were translations 
o 3 Of 
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of Engli^ ones. I became by such lecitcFee 
tfrtrj Any iBore desiroos to be capable of 
reading them in -their originals ; bat <ny 
&ther being too much busied to satisfy my 
desire of gtviog me lessons himself, and 
having no other opportunity, I was com- 
pdled to content myself with reading only 
translations, till at last Mr. Burton (whom 
you know perhaps) came to fieiiin. He had 
addresses for my father, who invited him to 
iiis table ; and if he would favour my brother 
&nd me witU. lessons, he agreed to add three 
crowns for it : and so we had the first oppor- 
tunity of a thing so long wished for. But, 
■unhappily for me, I had scarce begun to have 
some notion of tbe prcmunciation, \(^n 
I was obliged to take a journey to one oi 
my relations at Magdebourg. I remained 
•dtere eight nionths ; and in this time my 
brother acquainted me with the departiuc 
■of Mr. Bcrton. Wb«i I returned, I endea- 
■voOTed to tranelste, and to study the lan- 
guage Vtthout the aid of -any body, till a 
2 friend 
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friend of ours, who waa just returned from 
travelling, and who had lived a year in Eng- 
land, had the goodness to speak with me, 
azkd to correct^ ray translaticHM ; and by his 
help I came to read tolerably well, and to 
understand the poems of Young, Milton, 
and Thomson. But now I am obliged to 
txerci^ myself without him, for he is six- 
teen mite& from here. And so, my dearest 
fatbtf ,. yon have a teue and exact account 
o£ what you desire to know. 

As to the lustory of my &mily, it would 
be too long for the Hmits of a, letter ; let 
ne therefore ^c It as briefly as possible. 

My &tiLer*a chaiacter I f^v& you, when 
I said that he resembled the good Dr. 
Bartlet: his heart is as honest and a« 
vorthy : and hia learning is said (tf it is per- 
mitted to 8 daughter to idsate it, but I can 
boast of my father) to be very Urge ; and 
tk% library shews that it ia not only limited 
to thec^ogicat and^philosophicftl subjects. His 
native country ia Anfaalt ; and ao he is no 
o 3 born 
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bom sabject of our king. In his youth he 
educated a young nobleman, and the Prince 
of Hess Homburg; and in 1730 he 
became preacher at MagdebOurg : then he 
married my mother, whom he had loved fof 
ten years. But this happy union lasted no 
longer than one year. I was born the 24th 
of March, 1733. My father remained a 
widower till my ninth year; during this 
time he employed bis leisure to my educa- 
tion ; and in 1730- be married my present 
mother : she is a veiy good and worthy 
woman. In 1740, be received a call tc' 
be chaplain in ordinary of the king. We 
Came hither ; and now he is the first chap- 
Iain, and the chief preacher in our King's 
estate. He ia fifly-az years of age; and 
has now so miich business and labour, that 
he cannot see us otherwise than at table, 
and BO he cannot watch the education of 
his children as his paternal heart wished 
to do. This grieves him ; but be says he is 
not his own, but bis king's and his coontry's. . 
My 
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My mother is forty-three years old ; my bro- 
ther eighteen; my sister seventeen; my -se- 
cond brother twelve ; and the youngest ax : 
one sister and one brother died children; And 
now, my honoured father, you have the brief 
account of my family. Each of them recom* 
mends himself to the favours of my dear 
adopted father, and begs hia friendship. 

No ! my beloved father, I will not sup- 
press my vivacity with you ; I will not : but 
I will endeavour that it shall never grow to a 
prejudice for my heart and reason. 

Why, dear Sir, do you ask my pardon, for 
a very useful admonition for a young woman, 
which you gave me by intreating me to read 
the letter' mentioned in yours of Miss 
Howe ? I not only forgive, but am obliged to 
Mr. Retch that he has procured to me your 
kind hint ; and I promise you, that your 
daughter shall apply herself to be worthy 
in this and all other points of the approba- 
tion of her honoured father. 

Will your worthy spouse, and my dear 
o 4 sisters. 
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sisters, receive my best compfiments ? I 
feel my heart is engaged to them. It must 
be in the sont a sympathizing bent to mntnal 
effiction, reaify to be heightened into lore ; 
and the least appearance of acquaintance, 
most be the occasion that enlarges it, and 
sets it in all its strength. Whence dse 
these emotions I feel for yoa all } For, in* 
deed, my dearest Sir, my heart overflows with 
tenderness and love for its dear foreign re- 
latives ; and these tender idipnlsions' are the 
warrants that 1 shall never cease to he. 
Dearest Sir, your most humble, 
and grateful Servant and Daughter, 

A. C Sack. 

JP. S. Is it not possible you -could take a 
voyage in the summer to Berlin i and, i£ 
possible, do it, dearest father ; rejoice the 
heart of your Antoinette. Fray do it I 
Heaven ! what a joy, what a transporting 
joy for me, if I could ask your blessiDg, 
you present 1 
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TO ME. BICHAKD80H. 



Ltipsic, J/djf 10, 17H. 



X HE late present you have made to the 
public, in the History oi Sir Charles Grandi- 
son, has been received with as nwich admira- 
tion and pleasure by my countrymen as by 
your own. For my part, 1 am extremely 
feasible of its excellence, and wish not for 
any thing so much as to recommend myself 
to the favour of a gentleman of such great 
merit. You had the goodness to send me 
the first copy from England, and this is the 
use I have made of it : Mr. GrtiUert, the 
only man, perhaps, in Germany equal to the 
task, has undertaken to translate it ; and, I 
flatter myself, the original will lose none of 
o5 its 
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its beauties under his hands. "Nothing but 
a Mr. Richardson, and the friendship I have 
for you, could prevail with me to undertake 
this aiFair,"' said he to me. For this worthy 
man is closely engaged in business, and 
has long been afflicted witb an ill state of 
health. The result of all I will not fail to 
acquaint you with, as it is the least I can 
do for a man whom I v^ue more from ip- 
ciination (or for his own sake) than for the 
obligation he has laid me under. It is not 
possible, Sir, for me to write like you, un- 
less I were the best gentleman in the uni- 
verse ; and this character gives me more re- 
jspect for you, than if you possessed all the 
empires of the world. It is with these sen- 
timents I shall ever remain, Sir, 
Your most humble and 

most obedient Servant, 

Erasmus Reicr, 
(Librarian.) 



DyGoogle 



WITB MR* SICHABDSON. 299 

TO UB. SICHABDSOItr. 

Leipsic, June 12, 1158. 

X HOUGH our con-espondence has been 
suspended till this time, I flatter myself, ne- 
vertheless, that r have not thereby suifered 
in your friendship, which is a treasure I well 
know the value of,, and which I hope to pre- 
serve even after death. 

Our situation is still the same — melancho- 
ly, very melancholy I The horrors of the war 
surround us ! Our fine cities, pleasant gar- 
dens (the pleasant retirements) are become 
the receptacles of sick, and wounded 1 — An 
object which heightens our distress ! An 
entire resignation to the will of God can 
only comfort us ; and 'tis that which sup- 
ports me, and enables me calmly to wait for 
an end to our troubles. 

You see. Sir, by the inclosed, that I have 
o 6 often 
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often thought of you ; and I beg of you to 
believe, tbst these thoughts have always 
been accompanied with the sincerest wishes 
for yoa. Sir, and all your dear family. Please 
ttf present my respects to theiBj to Mr. 
Highmore, Mr. La Fore, 8cc. I shall be 
extremely pleased to be informed 6f their 
wdfare. Our worthy Mr Gellert likewise 
assure you of his friendship. This dear 
gentleman suffers also greatly from the pub- 
lic calamities, without being cast down by 
them. Providence will, at lengthy deliver 
us out of them. 

As soon as all the cuts are finished, I 
will send you as many of them as you desire. 
1 think, however, we shall be able to com- 
plete them before the end of the year. I 
will then likewise send you a copy of the 
new edition of Grandison in German, which 
is now printing more neatly than before. 

1 am, with the utmost respect. 

Your most obedient, &C . 

Reich. 
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A FRAG ME NT. 



Xn. BABTLBTT TO MISS BTRON. 

1 Will now. Madam, acquit my3df of the 
promise I made of giving you a brief his- 
tory of Mrs. Beaumont. 

This lady was the daughter of Walter 
fieaumont, descended from an ancient bouse 
in Norfolk. There were three brothers. 
The eldest bang in possession of the fa- 
mily estate, which was very considerable, 
the other two, Walter and John, were sent 
up to London, and put to eminent mer- 
chants. 
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chants. Walter to a Turkey merchant^ 
John to a Spanish. 

Walter, when his time of service was ex- 
pired, married, by consent, his master's only 
child ; and his father-tn-law dying soon af- 
ter, became the possessor of his fortune, and 
successor in his traffic ; and, having a con- 
siderable portion of bis own, grew early 
rich. 

He was married some years before he was 
blessed with his Hortensia. She was the 
delight and boast of both parents. Admired 
by all who saw her for the graces of her per- 
son, but much more for the beauties of her 
mind, and for a solidity and prudence and 
knowledge, beyond her years. 

She lost her mother when she was but 
nine years of age, and was no more than 
twelve, when she was deprived of her fa- 
ther. 

He laboured for some years under a con- 
sumptive disorder ; for the cure of which he 
went to the soqth of France, and to Naples ; 
taking with him this, his amiable child. 
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He was an excellent man, and always em*' 
ployed in good offices. His beloved child' 
was his almoner, from the time of her wor- 
thy mother's death. Grief for the loss of 
his wife increased his maladies. 

Receiving little or no benefit in foreiga 
climates, he returned to his native country, 
in order, as he said, to die there. His Hor- 
tensta was then but eleven. His principal- 
concern, on a decay too visible, arose from 
the thoughts of leaving behind him, at an 
age so tender, the darling of his heart ; for 
whose sake, he used to say, life, even with 
such an ill state of health as he laboured 
with, was desirable. 

He delighted to call her his little nurse.' 
In the last stage of his illnesss, she was the 
patient attendant of her dying father ; nor 
was she capable of taking any pleasure, 
but what she received in administeriog to 
him. He would take nothing but from ber- 
hands ; and she was jealous of any body's 
interfering with her, either night or day, in 
t*ie pious officeswhich she could perform for 
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him. And tbougji as his life grew near its 
periodj her eyes were continuatly swelled 
with weepingj yet he having once said, that 
every tear from her eyes, drew a drop of 
blood from his heart, she never approached 
him but with a serene aspect ; practising 
for it, and asking the nurses, whether she 
was now, and now, fit to attend her 
father; making pretences to leave him for 
a few moments, when her bursting heart 
could not be hidden from him. 

He died blessing her. His departure, at 
the time, was not thought so very hear. It 
was his custom every morning, on her first 
attendance, to bless, with folded arms, the . 
beloved of his heart. Her cheek received 
his last breath. 

She was carried away id fits, from whichj 
for some hours. It was apprehended she ne- 
ver would recover; and when she did, could 
not for months be comforted. 

Mr. John Beaumont, her uncle, was 
younger by two years than her father. He 
had not succeeded in the world, as his brother 
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kad done J but that be had not, was awing 
to unhappjr accidents, wliich he could not 
either foresee or prevent. His circum- 
stances were not, however, desperate. His 
brother had always been kind to him ; and 
would not suffer him to incur disgrace. His 
character was high in the world for a punc- 
tual and honest man } and he had reaped no 
Mnalt adv«itage, both in bis credit and fur- 
tune, from the management of bis brotbcr's 
money and aiffiiirs, aU the time bb brotfaer 
was abroad for his health, and wbich still 
remained in bis bands. 

The worthy father had csice, in presence 
ofhi» HoFtensia, talked of his aflairs with, 
his brother, who bad been accounting to 
him for the interest of some monies, and 
the produce of some of his effectsj and, 
turning to her, my dearest love, said he, you 
will have a large fortune. God raise up a 
man who may be worthy of you. I am 
afraid, I shall not live to see you married ; 
but I hope your uncle will. If I do- not, my 
brother's regard to my memory, and to that 
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of your excellent mother, who loved him> 
and his afTectioo for my Hortensia, and care- 
of your concerns, will alleviate the loss of 
the tenderest father. 

On her father's death, the inconsolable' 
young lady was taken by her uncle to his 
house. He presented his four daughters to 
her, the youngest of whom was aboutfour- 
teen, the eldest nineteen, with these words, 
"■ behold, your handmaids, my dear." And 
her to them, with these — " receive the com- 
* mands of your cousin, my loves ! let it be 
the study of you all, to make her happy." 
She embraced them, and besought the af- 
fection of her beloved cousins, as she should' 
deserve it ; and on her knees to her uncle,' 
iotreated him to allow her to call him/uMtr;' 
as she did to her aunt, that she would per- 
mit the poor orphan child to restore to her- 
self a mothsT in her. 

Miss Beaumont, as has been said, was 
about twelve years old when she lost her 
father. She had reason to think herself very 
happy in the tender love of her uode and 
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aunt, and in the afFectionate regard of Iier 
cousins, till she had attained her fourteenth 
year. Then the prosperous circumstances of 
her uncle made his daughters proud. Pride 
begot, first, coldness to their cousin, then ar- 
rogance. Every body admired her improved 
and improving genius j and she so greatly 
eclipeed her cousins^ that on every subject 
where prudence or discretion, or evenfashion 
or appearancci was concerned, their opinion 
never was regarded when she was present.- 
They must have been as great inmindas 
she was to bear this distinction in their dis- 
favour. 

Her aunt joined to sHght her, 
Addreffes were made to the two eldest 
daughters, by men whose proposals were 
tempting to the father. 

He had entered on an extensive traffic, on 
his brother's plan, and with his brother's 
fortune, and was successful in it. He took 
possession of all his brother's papers at his 
death; Mrs. Beaumont doubts 'not, with a 
resolution to do her justice ; a resolutioa- 
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which, she believes, he held for the two first 
years of his guardianship; and even that he 
withstood for near a third, the continual de- 
mands upon him, of his wife and daughters 
to do them justice, as they called it ; and to 
let the giri (now their common word for 
her) who took into her head to think herself 
entitled to a great fortune, know what she 
had to trast to^ 

It is saidr but not to the credit of human 
Natare; tiiat every man has his price. A 
small sDm would not have shaken the io- 
tcgrity of Mr. Jc^ Beaumont ; but when 
be found himself prosperous from an ex- 
tended traffic, in which a gre^ part of his 
fortune was employed — when he had not 
any body to call bim to account — ^whenhe 
bad in.his own hands all the papers, deeds, 
and acknowledgements, that would have 
distinguished and ascertained his brother's 
property — the mon^ in the futkls vested in 
himself — when his way of living and ex- 
pences we're enlarged, suitably to bis in- 
creased credit — when advantageous pn^o- 
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sals were made him for two of his daughters 
in marriage — when his wife, and all four of 
tbenit were in a strong confederacy against 
the orphan niece — the temptations were too 
great for his virtue : He yielded to them. 
The two eldest daughters were married, 
and 6ve thousand pounds were given with 
each. These sums made such an inroad in 
liis brother's estate, that his honesty be- 
came irrecoverable. 

The unhappy Hortensia was for some 
time at a loss how to account for the ill usage 
she received from any other motives than 
envy. She knew that three years before, in 
her father's life-time, her uncle pretended 
not to give his elder daughter more than 
five hundred pounds, on a match being pro- 
posed for her, which took noj place ; and 
she also knew, that her father, who thought 
it an advantageous one, had told her uncle, 
that rather than it should go off, he would 
make her fortune fifteen hundred ; and now 
upon being assured, that ten thousand pounds 
were actually paid to the husbands of her 
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two elder cousins ; and being insultingljr 
told by the two younger^ that they should 
certainly have as much for their marriage 
portions; Miss Beaumont, after infinite 
struggles with herself, took courage, to ask 
her uncle, whether it were not proper, that 
she should have an estimate given her of 
what her father died possessed of? 

This motion was resented with a vehe- 
mence that alarmed her. He asked, who 
put her upon it ? She answered, with more 
spirit than she had been accustomed to shew, 
that she was put upon it by the reason of 
the thing only ; for that he knew she had 
no friend but him ; and hitherto had not 
entertained a thought, that there would be 
occasion for consulting any person but hioiti 
on whatever related to herself. 

Her cousins, and even her aunt, shewed 
their resentments on this occasion. The 
young women upbraided, and sometimes in- 
sulted her. Her uncle refused-to hear any 
appeal, however reluctantly and modestly 
made, on the incceasing ill-usage and malice 
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of her four cousins ; for it was some time 
before the new-married women left their 
father's, house; and she had the contumely 
of their husbands also to bear. Often was 
she obliged to rise from table, her cheeks 
bathed in tears, her grief mocked and ridi- 
culed, and they revelling in her spoils. Oq 
the visits of neighbours or acquaintances, 
she was generally suffered to bewail herself 
in her closet ; neither called upon or invited 
down; nor, but at meal times, asked to he 
one of their family ; and, at such times, was 
often precipitated away by their low and 
malevolent slights and captiousness : her 
heart, when refuged in her own apartments, 
bursting with grief; her father's love re- 
membered ; her uncle's ingratitude regret- 
ted 5 as well for his sake, as for her own ; 
and consoling herself with prayers for them 
.si\; and that -God would change their 
hearts. 

All this time, she had not' one friend to 
whom she could apply for advice, or tell 
her tale j till one of the maid-servants, who 
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iras disgracefully dismissed for b^fnenfing 
-and weeping over faer, brought her ac- 
quainted with a wortbj gentlewoman, in 
the ndghbonrhood, Mrs. Winwood, the 
widow of a worthy clergyrtian, who left her 
in narrow circumstances; and, though well- 
altied, to struggle with some acts of ingrati- 
tude and injustice, for which she found no 
remedy but patience. 

To this gentlewoman, the poor Hortensia 
woi^d now and then steal ; and all their 
comfort, on comparing their mutual hard- 
ships, was to mingle together their una- 
vailing tears. 

When she was about fifteen, a critical 
fire happened, through the carelessness, as 
it was said, of a servant, by means of a 
stove-grate, in the compdng-house. What- 
ever books and accounts, particularly be> 
longing to her uncle, were consumed by it, 
must be taken upon trust. Many such, it 
was said, were lost ; but not one paper or 
book of consequence, that related to the 
aBairs of her deceased father was spared. 



DyGoogle 



MK8. BEAUMONT. 313 

. The circumstances attending this fire were 
too particular not to create some suspicions 
at the time ; birt to whom could the un- 
happy Hortensia apply for relief! Her 
iiDcle's credit was still good. He was her 
guardian ; and the high opinion his de- 
ceased brother had of his integrity was well 
known. Nor had Hortensia endeavoured 
to make a party against him in her own fa- 
vour. She was yet, in the eye of the law, 
but an infant. She was in his house; and 
was even represented by her cousins, as a 
proud, vain-gloriouSj concerted girl. These 
charges will be easily believed, when made 
against a person of superior understanding, 
however causeless ; and never were charges 
more causeless made^ than these against the 
meek, the humble, Hortensia. The weak 
and the credulous think themselves insulted 
by such, and will join as in a common cause 
against them. The envy of the envious is 
an indirect confession against themselves 
of superiority in another; but they seldom 
VOL. V. p forgive 



314. 'BIBTOXT Of 

forgive tliose who put themupoti making If. 
Once, indeed, her elder uncle was sound- 
ed, unknown to her j but this, as it after- 
wardsi;anie to her knowledge, was the sub- 
ttance of what he said : " His brother John 
was always deemed an honest man. He 
had informed him that the effects of the de- 
ceased brother were not near so considerable 
Bs reported. John "had trafficked to great 
advantage since the death of Walter. The 
girl was but a girl ; (he himself had treated 
his sisters iU upon the same principles) 
had she the fortime to which some thought 
her entitled, she might throw herself away 
upon some worthless man, and be more un- 
happy than with a smaller."* 

Had Sir Charles Grandison been then her 
contemporary, he would have shewn to 
every one concerned the force of quite con- 
trary arguments. He would with pleasure 
bave espoused her cause, and searched to 
t^ie bottom of the iniquity. He has relieved, 
since he came to England, more than one 
innocent creature, labouring under oppres- 
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■slon, by his very appearance in the righteous 
•cause, and by the fame of his resolution. 

Mrs. Winwood, the pious, the patient, 
Mrs. Winwood, was the only person to whom 
"the young sufferer could open her heart. 
And she continually inculcated in her mind 
the doctrines of resignation which she her- 
self, to her great comfort, daily practised. 

At last the insults she met with being 
not to be borne, among the rest the unmar- 
ried daughters insisting upon the young 
lady's attendance upon them, in their dres- 
sing rooms, the afflicted Hortensia desired a 
patient audience of her uncle alone. 

He, though ungraciously, granted her re- 
<quest ; and she laid before him the hardships 
she laboured under, from the ill nature of 
'her cousins, and their demands upon her 
for attending them. 

His answer, delivered with great coolness, 
was, '* He knew no harm in young ladies do- 
ing kind offices for one another : he doubted 
not but her cousins would be as ready to 
oblige her, as she was them," 
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She wept. " It was far otherwise {she 
said.) He must know it was far otherwise." 

" That (he said) was calling upon him to 
bear testimony -against his own children." - 

" She had hoped ^she replied) that she 
might have been considered as one of his 
children." 

" So she had been, and still was ; though ' 
he must needs say, that of late she had shewn 
herself a pretty pert one." 

" Who, I.? wiio, I ? my uncle, a pert one ! 
Indeed, I have been treated as if 1 were so. 
But I know not myself, if I am." 

f<he called out for instances that she might 
rectify her conduct. 

•' What signified recriminating? She 
was a very young creature ; and, for the 
sake of her father's memory, he was desirous 
to overlook common failings." 

*' My father's memory ! (repeated she, pro- 
foundly sighing) ; but, Sir (after a pause) if 
my aunt will have the goodness to counte- 
nance the poor orphan a little more when my 
cousins use me ill, and chide them when she 
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tiiinks them blameable, instead of smiling 
at their insults and ridicule, I shall not for 
the future, have so much reason to complain 
as I have now." 

" She called herself orphan (he replied) 
to reflect upon him and her aunt. Her aunt 
■was a good-natured womarv; and it was 
hard, if she might not be aHowed to-sm^ile 
at the jests of young folks with young folks." 
She wept : — '* he knew (she said) that was 
not the case : she never dared to jest with 
them ; nor was her situation of late,^^ch as 
disposed her to jest." 

He could hardly contain himself on this. 
■ His conscience allowed him to take the hint 
in the severest sense ; yet had not strength 
enough with him to make his resentment 
yield to justice — he stormed! 

She was terrified; but resuming some lit- 
tle courage i " I am unhappy, indeed (said 
she) : 1 hoped to raise to myself a protector 
in tny uncle j and intended not to olfend him. 
I must not call myself an orphan; what canji 
- call myself? I am too pert a creature to be 
e3 
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Considered as your child." He stotmed stUl 
more ; went out of the room j instantly re- 
turned ; traversed it with hasty steps, 
stopping for a moment only as he passed' 
her, and looked fiercely upon her. "What,, 
what, can I say (said she) since the only 
friend I have in the world discountenances- 
and terrifies me ? I am quite hopeless. But, 
dear Sir, forgive the spirit my cousins have 
raised in me ; and be pleased to let mc 
know what I have to trust to i- and then I- 
shall be able to judge, whether I ought to 
think of myself as my father's only child, or 
as my cousins' waiting-maid." 

In a vehement passion before— this sph-Jtal 
request, so unexpected from a young lady,, 
his niece, who had been used to bear so 
much, quite enraged him. Violent action 
took place of speech : he took her, shrink- 
ing from him, and crying out for mercy, by 
the arm, and rushing with her to the street- 
door, opened it, thrust ber out, and shut 
it against her. 

She was ready to faint with grief and ter- 
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■roT ; and just as a crowd was beginntng to 
gather about her, whowere afiected at see- 
ing so fine ayoung creature shut out of door, 
he (recollecting himself a little) opened' the 
door, and piiiled her in. " Little vixen ! (said 
he) in the hearing of the people, who would 
believe that such a* face -was a cover to such' 
a heart !" 

He hurried her into his compttng-house,- 
and told her, that if she would marry (she 
was then about sixteen} James- Nichols, 
who was one of his cterts, he would, for her 
father's sake, make up her fortune one thou^ 
sand pounds. 

The clerk, happened not to be withla 
hearing. 

She was astonished :— ** O my father (said 
she, lifting up her hands and eyes) ; and did 
you not think you left me to the care, to 
the protection, of your brother '.*' 

She arose (he snatching at her arm again 
in a fury) and fled to her aunt ; and, throwing 
herself at her feet, implored her protection 
from her enraged uncle* 
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Her aunt raised her, and led her to anow 
thcr apartment; but, when there, told her 
that humility became her, and her fortune. 
That it wa&an ill ofilee in her to endeavour 
to set her uncle against her and his children^ 

" They had heard (she said), the provoca** 
tions she had given her uncle ; and all she 
had heeo prating to him Irefore those pro- 
vocations, against them. No wonder he had 
had so little patience with her." 

" There is no aosweringr Madam (said 
she) such a speech as you have made me :•— 
turned out of doors ! — see these marks !" and 
was going to fliewlier arm, black and swell- 
ed with his gripe, when in came her two 
cousins, who had listened at the door, and 
bitterly reviled her. 

" To whose protection now (said she, 
wringing her hands, and terrified from her 
purpose of fliewing her arm) can I fly ? — O, 
my blessed father ! (falling on her knees, her 
folded hands held up;) look down! look 
down! upon your oppressed child!" 
' She was raised from her kneesj by her two 



DyGoogle 



MRS. BEAUMOKTI* 321 

<:ousins ; called vile names ; and led to her 
apartment belween them ; and there she 
fainted away. 

She was not able to leave her chamber, 
nor hardly her bed, for two days. At the 
end of which, being, tolerably recovered, 
she wrote a letter to her unCle. She was 
afraid of requesting another personal audi- 
ence of him. She was afraid that he was 
determined upon his measures, whatever 
Ihey were ; and that, as he had begiin with 
her, he would proceed to carry them into 
effect; and she was resolved, whatever were 
the consequences, to let him know her 
. mind ; not withont hopes, that the freedom 
end justice of her expostulation might pro- 
cure her more favour than by his hint of 
James Nichols, hia clerk, might at- present 
be intended for her> 

She expostulated with him in this letter, 

on" the treatment she had met with for the 

past two years; and appealed to God, to 

his conscience, and her own heart, that sh^ 

F 5 had 
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had not deserved it, either of her aunt or 
him, nor yet of her cousins. ■ 

*' She expressed herself astonished at what 
he had said to her, in the compting. house, of 
one of bis clerks ; and on giving her, as a 
grace and favour, one thousand pounds for 
her fortune. On this occasion she wrote, she 
would sooner choose death than to be silentt 

"She reminded him of what her father 
had said to her, before him, as to the con* 
siderableness of her fortune ; and acquainted 
him, that at other times, he who was not 
used to speak largely of his circumstances, 
had hinted to her, that he was worth be- 
tween twenty and thirty thousand pounds, 
every obligation discharged. Indeed he 
told her afterwards, that he had some lossesj 
but she understood, from certain circum- 
stances, that they would not amount to four 
thousand pounds ; the least, therefore, that 
she expected, was twenty thousand pounds, 
if she had justice done- her. And her uncle 
wou'.d be gainer enough in having had aa 
oppor- 
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opportunity to build his fortune on her 
father's plan and traffic. 
■ " She begged his excuse for the freedom 
with which she wrote ; but then, she saidj 
upon such a declaration as he had made» 
was her time to speak out, or never. And 
she referred to his honour, his conscience, 
as he wouH answer to God, at the great 
day of account, for his own sate, if not for 
the sake of the oq^an daughter of the 
kindest and best of brothers, left to his gaav^ 
dianship ; and who, if'shehadnot a. friend 
in him, was destitute of any friend, aid, or 
comfort, to give her leave to in^ute to vio- 
lent passion this harsh treatment of her so 
lately, and his astonishing decWation. 

" She besot^ht him not to fct her hfe 
brought into his presence while he was in 
so great a rage as she had seen him in three 
days before. She was loth to think it was 
her uncle's face, that then had so much 
affrighted and terrified her, even in her 
dreams." 

She 
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She expected in terror what would be the; 
result of this free and spirited letter ; the 
first instance of such ^irit that she bad 
ever exerted with her pen ; but then, as she 
wrote, or never, was the call for it to be 
obeyed. 

Two days did her uncle keep her in ex- 
pectation, taking time to calm his passion, 
that he might be able to' reason with her, as 
he called it, on the contents of so free an 
exposttit^OB. 

He then sent for her down to hnn into 
one of the parlours. She went trembling, 
yet endeavouring not to appear to desert 
.herself. 

He bad with bim his lawyer, prepared to 
take minutes of all that should pass. 

He would piake her sit down by him : he 
had a parcel of papers in his hand : his looks 
were moody and wrathful : his words were 
■smooth and oily. 

" Well, niece (began he) J have a most 
extraordinary letter from you ! A most ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary one indeed ! But let the inde- 
cency of some of the expression's you have 
made use of pass ; they only serve to shew 
me, that the charge made against you by 
your cousins, in answer to your accusations 
of thera, is not quite groundless^ as inno- 
c<yit as jou look, and gentle as you would 
be thought to be ; but let that pass too. 

" Here,, you tell me, that your father 
gave you room to think, he was worth near 
or about 20,0001. He might think he was. 
I believe he did ! But he reckoned upon 
debts owing him,.that he. never, had he lived, 
was likely to get in. How can a man, whose 
effects lie in foreign hands, and different 
countries, say what he is worth ? He never 
talked of such a sum to me ! If he had, I 
should have- put him upon a juster calcula- 
tion. You know he was unable far many 
months to look into his accounts. I own 
he was a kind brother and good friend. You 
need not upbraid me with unkindness, niece; 
he would not have done so." 

She 
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She was going to speak — "Hear me oat," 
said he. 

•* Tod, Mr. Norman, have known many 
a man, who in one year has thought himself 
•Vfotth thousands, and the next, had a sta- 
tute taken out against him, and his cretUtors 
have been glad to take a crown in the 
pound.'* 

** Very true," said Mr. Norman ; and was 
about to give instances. 

" Well, but that* was not my brother's 
case ; so no more of that. But had he 
made a calculation, he would have found 
himself short by more than half the sum, 
and all bad debts supposed good. The 
heavy loss you mention, niece, came out to 
be more than 5,000l." 

*' Sir, my father reckoned himself worth 
between 20 and 30,0001.'* 

" No such thing, I tell you as a third 
part of that sum, had that loss not hap- 
pened. His illness and journeyings, and fo- 
reign residences, cost him vast sums ! vast 
sums t 
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sams t ITiere were other bad articles^ which:, 
he reckoned as good. The fire" that hap- 
pened in my compttng-house destroyed the 
greatest part of the testimonials of his fo- 
t^gn property, (rf which some of the peo- 
ple abroad took advantage, base wretches 
as they were I else there would have beea 
perhaps two or three thousand pounds conn- 
ing to you. A very pretty fortune, I think j 
I wish it were in your pocket." 

*' Ah, Sir ! — not so pretty as my two elder 
cousins have had) besides what my two un- 
married cousins expect." 

" Don't be pert. Miss," said Mr. Nor- 
man. 

" I am a weak inexperienced young crea- 
ture ; I don't know the end of this gentle- 
man's presence, and writing down- every 
thing; Then (turning to her uncle) I see. 
Sir, you are prepared with an account ; be 
pleased to let me know what I may depend 
upon." 

** Five hundred pounds, wanting a very 
little^ 
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.Httle, is all you can claim, I told you; and^ 
having once said it, I will be as good as nay 
word ; I will, for your father's sake." — 

" O, Sir ! — my uncle !— my dear father's 
brother ! — my guardian '. — and say you 
ihis ?" 

" Your uncle is very good to you. Miss." 

"Why, so I am ; for the bonds being 
burnt by the accident, the people abroadi 
as I hinted — " 

" Good Sir, let me spare you the attempt 
to make this clear. You have prepared it 
all I see. Never ! never let me have it to 
say, that these eyes witnessed to an account 
that cannot be to the reputation of my fa.- 
, ther's brother." 

" Do you hear, Mr. Norman ? do you 
hear ? — Ah 1 who, at this rate, would ac- 
cept of a guardianship !" 

"You have great patience, Sir I— Miss, 
you take great liberties with your uncle ; his 
character is well known ; it is above being 
hurt by the groundless surmises and roman- 
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-tie expectations of an inconsiderate youlig 
woman. Nevertheless, I am so far youf 
friend, as to advise your uncle to take 
releases from you, and give you the tbou^ 
sand — " 

" Spare, spare. Sir ! your advice. My 
uncle has several thousands — forgive m&. 
Sir — I cannot bear this flagrant treatment — 
to give to each of his daughters ; and, no 
doubt, handsome reserves for my aunt and . 
himself." 

** Do you hear, Mr. Norman ! — Do you 
hear. Sir !" 

** But four years ago (pvoceedol ^e) be 
declared himself unable to give his eldest 
daughter more than 500l. i he has given 
JOjOOOl. to two daughters. The iire de< 
stroyed not the testimonials of the property 
which enabled him to do this. The 6re 
destroyed only those of the poor orphan 
girl." 

" No such thing (biting his lips, with 

ill-concealed anger) as lO,QOOl. ; no such 

thing 



DyGoogle 



830- BISTOBT or 

thing Mr. Norman ! — Vile girl ! — ^This w 
her meekness ! — this is — " 

In then came the aunt and ber. two cou- 
sins. " Turn the saucy creature out of doors^ 
this instant," said the aunt in a rage. Her 
cottons reviled her with their tongues, anj. 
even-dapt their hands in her very face. 

She fell down on her kne$s, and> with 
handa and' eyes lifted up, "I adjure you,.. 
Sir, by the tnemory of my faXher, who was 
indeed'a kind brother to you, to do justice. 
to the poor orphan ward, to whom you' 
vowed justice and protection ; (then, rising,- 
with dignity) if you can, in conscience^ 
carry into execution your present schemes^ 
against- a desolate child, who has no other- 
friend but you, do so-! I will not bave a 
shilling of the thousand pounds you .have.- 
mentioned, if I am to acknowledge one- 
half of it as the full of my right, and the 
other half as the result of your bounty and. 
gratitude to that brother to whom you owe 
your all. Xunimeautofdo(V8, asmyaunt 
advises I 
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wfvues ! My fortune is become a wreck ; I 
can bend to my condition ; and, even do 
more than that, I can foigive my uncle." 

They stood amazed, looking upon one' 
another, as each expecting the others ta 
speak. The heroic tiady then, raised beyond 
herself^ ^in dropped down on her knees f 
" Gracious God of all mercy (said she, tears 
streaming down her cheeks) forgive my un- 
tAt 1 — And do- thou be my guardian ! — Save 
me from a worse ruin than that of my for- 
tune — the ruin of my morals ! Poverty, 
without shame, be thou my portioa I With 
innocence it will be a greater. Sir, Madffln^ 
than you have given, or can give, to your 
daughters ! 

**And now. Sir (riang) turn me out of 
doers ! — turn me out to God's providence 1 
that shall be my rdiance, and my only reli- 
ance!" ■ 

Her uncle turned pale, and trembled m 

every joint; Mr. Nomian looked terrified ; 

her aunt was unable to speak} but her two 

hardenei^' 
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hardened cousins led the noble sufferer to 
the door, and shut it upon her. 

She was not willing to stay at the door 
till her high-wrought up spirits subsided, 
being aware that she should not be able to 
support herself when it did. ithe hurried 
away, therefore, to her worthy Mrs. Win;- 
wood, by whom she was received with opea 
arms. She had need of such a refuge. 

Next day, her cloaths were sent her ; and, 
as she was supposed to have but little money, 
Mr. Norman attended her with one fauni- 
dred pounds, which she would not take, as 
he had brought a receipt for her to sign, as 
part of five hundred pounds ; the whole of 
what was due to her from her father's ef- 
fects. 

However, afterwards, she accepted of 
four hundred pounds (she would not take 
five hundred, for an obvious reason) for 
which ^e gave a receipt on account ; and 
this was all she ever recdved from her uncle. 

Her hard case was made known to a gen- 
tleman 
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tleman of a great estate, who was thought 
to be a man of honour. He was very zca^ 
lous to undertake her cause ; and she was 
then willing to do herself justice. Some 
proceedings were had ; but the dishonoura- 
ble man having been detected by an acci-r 
dent, owing to a letter wrong directed, 
which fell into her hands, in a design upon 
her honour, she stopt proceedings, and made 
a r^olution never to resume theoi; for, by 
that time, her uncle's other two daughters 
were married, and handsome fortunes given 
with them. And she would have it, that 
the four husbands of the four girfs, how- 
ever the money was obtained, were entitled 
to the consideration they had with thenu 
Thdr father was only answerable ; and if 
.the cause were carried against him, he might 
be ruined, and yet the greatest part of the 
fortune would be irrecoverable. And when 
it was urged by a zealous friend, that har 
uncle had, no doubt, made reserves for him- 
self, part of which she might probably r^ 
cover. 
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cover, her answer was, " Poor man I he \a» 
:dearl7 bought those reserras ! I ^tyhim!" 

Yet this friend had, by her leave, tntro- 
<Iuced to her a man of unquestionable ho* 
Tiour, who, admiring her noble mind, her 
iine understanding, and extensive genius, 
was extremely earnest to undertake her 
caioe, and with this declared hope, but not 
offered to be made a condition, that she 
would be inclined to favour with tbe ineati- 
mable honour of her hand her introducing 
fiiend, for whom she condescended to ex- 
press a very high regard, and for whose 'hap- 
-piness she professed herself as solicitous as 
for her own ; but vAo, nevertheless, was 
■BO conscious of his own unwortbiness, as 
T'dl from want of fortune as merit, that he 
dared not to hope for such a blessing. She 
■saw this consciousness, ^nd ■valued him for 
it. She condescended in the kindest terms, 
unsolicited (for how coiild he speak what 
he could not presume to hope ?) to tell the 
coHsdous man, that his generous friend had 
given 
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^ven her such an hint. She should valud 
his friend for it, she said, as long «s she 
lired, and ^ould vahie himself to the same 
period ; but as she was determined not to 
molest her father's brother, and as nobodj 
but herself would be a sufferer while she 
was a single woman, ^e neither would ac- 
cept of his iHend*s generous asnstance, nor 
yet marry ; for she could not bear to think, 
that the man she preferred to all others^ 
should wed a law-suit in ha-j Jior yet, were 
she to marry, that her husband should he 
hindered from pursuing 'the right he would 
acquire with her. But, after this confession 
in his iavour, she said, she should not be 
easy, unless he, her friend, to whom she 
had so freely opened her heart, was soon 
the husband of some other woman. 

She was strengthened in the exalted reso* 
tution she had taken soon after, by what 
happened to .her uncle. He was taken ifl 
of a violent fever. No hopes were givCT 
,of his life. He was sensible of his danger, 
1 and 
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and then did his conscience' reproach him 
with the enormous wrongs he had done his 
niece. He called out upon her name with 
equal anguish of heart, and blessings on her 
virtues. He -besought every one who came 
near bim, to -declare his penitence to the or- 
phan— to the injured orphan ! and to beg 
one visit from her, and her forgiveness. 

His attending daughters opposed his ear- 
nest request. One of them said, it were 
better he should die ; and if he could not 
recover, the sooner the happier, than that 
such a request should be made to the inso- 
lent Hortensia, as they called her. The mo- 
ther also opposed it ; but his earnestness in- 
cBcasing, the physician and divine, who at- 
tended him, insisted, that he should be gra- 
tified, and Mr. Nonnan was dispatched to 
jhe young lady with the request. 

At the very first word, she flew to her 
uncle's house. She was admitted to his 
hedside. There did she receive his volun- 
tary confessions of the wrong done hen 
Tears 
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Tears of penitence ran down his theeks. He 
grasped her hands between his. He kissed 
them with Yhs parched lifs, trad implored 
her forgiveness. 

She forgave him. She comforted him, 
-soothed him. She, whom he had barba- 
rously injured, in vudation of the sacred laws 
of guardianship, could' forgive, sooth, and 
comfort him, while his own children, for 
■whose sake, for whose aggrandisement, he 
had done tlie wrong, stood aloof, and wished 
the mouth for ever closed that atno^vledged 
it, and asked forgiveness of the sufferer. 

But in what did this confession end ? The 
man, forgiven and soothed, grew easier. He 
recovered ; and then was talked to, and ex- 
postulated with, by his family, upon his con- 
fession, so disgraceful to them and to him- 
self. He grew ashamed of his contrition. 
Alt was imputed to delirium, brought on by 
the violence of his fever; and the pious 
niece was left to sigh for her uncle, and pity 
him, which she cordially did. 

VOL. T. a About 
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About diis time csnie tb England -tbe 
Count and Conntess of V, on a visit to their 
brother, Signor L. wbo was the minisfer of 
an Italian potentate, at the British court, 
and had under his care a young lady, his 
niece, about sixteen years of age, who, fronf 
childhood, was destined by all parties for 
the wife of the young Count -of P. then 
about twenty. A match of policy, in order 
to unite two g^'eat estates .in one; both the 
parties being distantly-related. 

The Countess of -P. was aoMmpanied by 
her maiden »ster, Signora Catherina, a lady 
of great merit, who, having been disappoint- 
ed in marriage by the death of her first lo- 
ver, and living very happily with her sister, 
between whom and herself there had always 
been an inviolable friendship, had made a 
resolution, never to marry. 

Besides this son, the Countess and her 
Lord had a daughter, Philippa, of about 
twelve years of age, a fine young lady, of 
whom they were exceedingly fond ; and she. 
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as well as her brother, was a party in this 
visit to Signer h. ; the inteat of winch 
was, that the young lord and young lady 
should see each other, in order to confirm, 
by their own personal approbation, the con . 
tract entered inta^by the- iriends on both 
sides. 

Mrs. Winwood had told a ladyof rank, to 
whom she was distantly related. Miss Beau- 
mont's mdancholy tale; and this lady re^ 
peated it to the Countess of P. and her sis- 
to- and her daughter, in such an aCectii^ 
manner, that they were desirous to-see her ; 
and Mrs. Winwood prevailed on Miss Beau- 
mont to wait on them in her company. 

Mrs. Beaumont is now a very fine womant 
She was at that time looked upon by every 
one as. a beauty; but her modesty, good 
sense, easy behaviour, genius, which was 
capable of all things,, and her piaty, and 
sweetness of disposition, were so shining 
that few who addressed her, or spoke of her, 
said, a word of -the graces of her person. 

o3 The 
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The ladies were chfirmed wth her or thrs- 
first visit. They condescended to return it 
at Mrs, Winwood's lodgings; and were 
still more delighted with her. The younger 
hdy particularly besought her mother and 
aunt, that they would, if possible, proeure- 
for her the blessing, as she called it, of Mls» 
Beaumont's constant residence with tbem j 
and she would endeavour, she said, to be all 
that Miss Beaumont was. The CcHuiteea 
and Lady Catharina rgoiced io the young 
lady's motioO} and intreated Miss Beaumont 
to add herself to their family, as a companioa 
to Lady Fhilij^a ; the Countess assuring 
her, that ^e should always consider hn as 
her other daughter. Ajb to the article of 
religion, which Miss Beaumont mentioned 
as an obstacley they brought the Count to 
Jier, to assure her, in their names^ as well as 
in his own, that that should not be any, if, 
on mature- deliberation, she could not con* 
ibrm to theirs ; and th^ would confide in 
her discretioi^ that that should never be 
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made a topic of discourse between Lady 
Philippa and her. 

' Circumstanced as she was, in a manner 
friendless, and determined on a single life, 
she spoke of this invitation, from a family of 
unquestionable- honour and generoaty, as a 
call of Providence ia her favour, and cheer-* 
fuUy anbraced tit. ;'•>." 

■ She was not sure of even a civil reception 
from her uncle, and therefore took leave of 
bim in a pathetic letter, full of pious wishes 
for his returning penitence, and confirming 
that forgiveness which she had so unre- 
servedly given him. in. his supposed dying, 
hours.. 

* The fiest' affliction, and aknost the only 
one, she met with, after her arrival with, this 
good family in Italy, was a heavy one to heE. 
It had been agreed between the Count de 
P. and Signor L. that the young couple, 
whom they were both solicitous to see unit-i 
ed, should not marry under . a twelvenaoiitb 
to come. At. the. expiration of that teno,. 
a 3 Signor 
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StgDor L. hoped to have finished his 11^9- 
tiations at the British court, when he 
should of course carry over to Itaty with 
him his niece, and the marriage was then to 
be celebrated. 

' The young couple had signified to their 
friends their mutual ^probation of eadi 
other. The young lady, particularly^ was 
pleased with her elected husband ; but the 
young lord, having no prepossessions in any 
other woman's fevour, gave into the will of 
his friends, rather as having no objection, 
than a voluntary preference ; and now, hav- 
ing an opportunity of seeing a woman more 
lovely in person, and who was superior to 
most of her years and sex in the qualities of 
her mind, fell desperately in love with Miss 
Beaumont. 

She could not but dbserve, firom his par- 
ticular assiduities, his passion for her, but 
studiously avoided giving him an opportu- 
nity to declare himself. At last, however, 
he found one, and then he opened his heart, 
and. 
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and, in the most ardent manner, besought 
her to encourage his honourable love. 

She utterly rgected his suit. He was not 
convinced by her generous reasonings. He 
loved her the more for them. Perplexed 
what to do, because she was loth to give 
pain to the fomily she deservedly loved, by- 
revealing the matter to them, she at last re- 
solved to leave Italy* and return to her na- 
tive country. 

She signified her intention to- Signora Ca- 
therina, desiring her to acquaint the Coun- 
tess and Lady Philippa with it. They were 
greatly surprised. The young lady ran to 
her ui^biddenj and on her knees, with tears, 
besought her to take pity on her disciple. 
The Countess and Signora Catherina expose 
tulated with her. They brought the Count 
himseK* to request her not to leave them, 
and that she vfould give them the reason for 
a resolution so unexpected. 

The young lord, and he only of the fa- 
mily, knew the reason ; but though ex^ 
1 tremely 
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tremely affected at her resolution^ cotdd Dot 
promise her to remove the occasion ; on the 
contrary, he told her he would follow her to 
the world's end. 

Thus pressed, and even charged with 
cruelty by the ladies — thus threatened by 
the young nobleman — she thought it-best to 
reveal to the Countess and Lady- Catherina 
the whole ai&ir.- 

She did. They were grieved ; but the 
Countess generously declared, that were it 
not for their family views of long standing, 
she knew not the young woman whom she 
could with so much pleasure embrace as her 
daughter. 

The good lady insisted upon her leave to 
break the affair to the Count, one of the 
most prudent of men, to which, upon etjn- 
diticn that no violent measures should be 
taken with the young lord, Miss Beaumont 
consented. 

Ihe Count took the matter right, and, 

like a good and wise man, though grieved 

that 
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that this passion of his son for Misa Beau- 
mont was likely to make him indiiferent to 
a young lady who wanted no merit, and who 
openly acknowledged her approbation oi 
him, applauded highly Miss Beaumont's ge- 
nerous and prudent conduct on the occasion. 
He begged that^ she would not think of 
leaving tiiem. A passion, he said, founded 
in so much merit was not an illaud^le 
oae. He hardly knew how to blame his son: 
— he -was culpable in nothing, but that he 
had given way to it, knowing the family 
views, and having spontaneoudy given into 
them before he saw Miss Beaumont. Such 
a pasfflon was not to be opposed, he added, 
by sev»e or harsh measures. And they aH 
three decloredi that if she would not aban- 
don them, they would leave it to her pru- 
dence and generosity, ^ce she knew their 
views arul engagements, to act with the 
.young lord as occasions arose, in order ta 
cure him of his pasaon, and direct tt to their 
wishea. 

Tliia 
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This was a great and w(»thy confitlence: 
She acquainted the' ladies,- and ihey the 
Count, (uid-Signora Pbilippa was let' into 
the secret,) whh every step ^e took in< this 
arduous affiiir. They, .on thdr parts, chang-- 
ed not either their look»-or- behaviour to. 
him,' but rather pitied him, and allowed ia 
their hearts ef the worthiness of his attach- 
ment. Opposition is the fuel of love. This 
prudent conduct of theirs add«d not that 
fuel to his flame. . 

Miss-Beaumont behaved'gently, yetfrankw 
ly, to him, whenever she could not avoid 
seeing hira. He saw her denial was owing 
to principle, andnotcither to affectation or 
petulance, this made him patient of bdng 
reasoned with. He was- sent to reside at 
Rome for a few months, in ordw, by de- 
grees, to find occasions for longer absences'; 
but he would not consent to go, ch* to quit 
Florence, till he had engaged Miss Beaur 
nont. to correspond witlv. bun by letter, 
which the Count.and Countess, on her ac- 
quainting. 
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quaioting-them with the condition he in- 
sisted, on, advised her to yield to,. expressing 
again their entire reliance on ber prudence, 
and consenting, at her request, to see all she 
wrote, though she thought it but honourable 
to the young gentleman, whose letters ran 
in the highest style of lore, to desire to be 
excused shewing them his, giving her rea- 
sons frankly for this stipulation, highly to 
their approbation. 

I have been favoured with the sight of 
the letters which passed in -this correspon- 
dence. What generous, what noble ones, 
are hcr's ! She turned, by her charming 
reasonings, his love of her person into aa 
admiration of- her still more -beautifiil mind. 
So much as was added to the intellectual, 
and taken from the personal love was of ad- 
vantage. And at last (supposing all this 
time, that neither the young lady nor his 
own family knew of his passion for Miss 
Beaumont, and finding her -absolutely in- 
flexible) be yielded to her friendly advice 
and 
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^and expostalations, and Signora de L- being 
brought over by her uncle, married her, to 
-the inexpressible joy of the friends on both 
-sides. Nor fras it a little owing to ber ge- 
nerous influence over the youn^ husband, 
who was choleric, as the lady was humour- 
some, and when not humoured, sullen, that 
they lived together not unhappily 
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